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The House of Representatives convened at 11:00 a.m. and was called to order by Kaohly Vang Her, Speaker pro

tempore.

Prayer was offered by Representative Joe McDonald, District 29A, Delano, Minnesota.

The members of the House gave the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

The roll was called and the following members were present:

Acomb Demuth Hemmingsen-Jaeger Koznick Niska Sencer-Mura
Agbaje Dotseth Her Kraft Noor Skraba
Altendorf Edelson Hicks Kresha Norris Smith
Anderson, P. H. Elkins Hill Lawrence Novotny Stephenson
Backer Engen Hollins Lee, F. Olson, B. Swedzinski
Bahner Feist Hornstein Lee, K. Olson, L. Tabke
Bakeberg Finke Howard Liebling Pelowski Torkelson
Baker Fischer Hudson Lillie Pérez-Vega Urdahl
Becker-Finn Fogelman Huot Lislegard Perryman Vang
Bennett Franson Hussein Long Petersburg Virnig
Berg Frazier Igo McDonald Pfarr West
Bierman Frederick Jacob Mekeland Pinto Wiener
Bliss Freiberg Johnson Moller Pryor Wiens
Brand Garofalo Jordan Mueller Pursell Witte
Burkel Gillman Joy Murphy Quam Wolgamott
Carroll Gomez Keeler Myers Rarick Xiong

Cha Greenman Kiel Nadeau Rehm Youakim
Clardy Grossell Klevorn Nash Reyer Zeleznikar
Coulter Hansen, R. Knudsen Nelson, M. Robbins Spk. Hortman
Curran Hanson, J. Koegel Nelson, N. Schomacker

Davids Harder Kotyza-Witthuhn Neu Brindley Schultz

Davis Heintzeman Kozlowski Newton Scott

A quorum was present.
Daniels and Hudella were excused.

Hassan was excused until 12:00 noon. Anderson, P. E., was excused until 3:55 p.m. O'Driscoll was excused
until 7:55 p.m.

The Chief Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of the preceding day. There being no objection, further reading of
the Journal was dispensed with and the Journal was approved as corrected by the Chief Clerk.
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INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF HOUSE BILLS

The following House Files were introduced:

Fischer introduced:

H. F. No. 5479, A bill for an act relating to horse racing; providing for the conduct of advance deposit wagering,
card playing, and pari-mutuel betting; prohibiting the authorization of historical horse racing and other games;
providing definitions; making clarifying and conforming changes; amending Minnesota Statutes 2022, sections
240.01, subdivisions 1c, 8, 14, by adding a subdivision; 240.30, subdivision 8; proposing coding for new law in
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 240.

The bill was read for the first time and referred to the Committee on Commerce Finance and Policy.

Wolgamott and Huot introduced:

H. F. No. 5480, A bill for an act relating to public safety; modifying crime of fleeing peace officer in motor
vehicle to add heightened penalty for fleeing in culpably negligent manner; establishing crime of fleeing in motor
vehicle and failing to obey certain traffic laws; authorizing the expanded use of tracking devices for fleeing motor
vehicles; amending Minnesota Statutes 2022, sections 171.174; 609.487, subdivision 5, by adding subdivisions;
609B.205; 626A.35, by adding a subdivision.

The bill was read for the first time and referred to the Committee on Public Safety Finance and Policy.

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE

The following messages were received from the Senate:

Madam Speaker:
I hereby announce that the Senate has concurred in and adopted the report of the Conference Committee on:

H. F. No. 3911, A bill for an act relating to state government; modifying disposition of certain state property;
modifying remedies, penalties, and enforcement; providing for boat wrap product stewardship; providing for
compliance protocols for certain air pollution facilities; providing for recovery of certain state and county costs;
establishing certain priorities in environmental regulation; prohibiting certain mercury-containing lighting;
establishing and modifying grant and rebate programs; modifying snowmobile requirements; modifying use of state
lands; providing for tree planting; extending Mineral Coordinating Committee; providing for gas and oil exploration
and production leases and permits on state-owned land; modifying game and fish laws; modifying Water Law;
establishing Packaging Waste and Cost Reduction Act; providing for domestic hog control; modifying fur farm
provisions; modifying pesticide and fertilizer regulation; modifying agricultural development provisions; creating
task force; classifying data; providing criminal penalties; requiring studies and reports; requiring rulemaking;
appropriating money; amending Minnesota Statutes 2022, sections 13.7931, by adding a subdivision; 16A.125,
subdivision 5; 18B.01, by adding a subdivision; 18C.005, by adding a subdivision; 21.81, by adding a subdivision;
84.027, subdivision 12; 84.0895, subdivision 1; 84.871; 84.943, subdivision 5, by adding a subdivision; 88.82;
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89.36, subdivision 1; 89.37, subdivision 3; 93.0015, subdivision 3; 93.25, subdivisions 1, 2; 97A.015, by adding a
subdivision; 97A.105; 97A.341, subdivisions 1, 2, 3; 97A.345; 97A.425, subdivision 4, by adding a subdivision;
97A.475, subdivisions 2, 3; 97A.505, subdivision 8; 97A.512; 97A.56, subdivisions 1, 2, by adding a subdivision;
97B.001, by adding a subdivision; 97B.022, subdivisions 2, 3; 97B.516; 97C.001, subdivision 2; 97C.005,
subdivision 2; 97C.395, as amended; 97C.411; 103B.101, subdivisions 12, 12a; 103F.211, subdivision 1; 103F.48,
subdivision 7; 103G.005, subdivision 15; 103G.315, subdivision 15; 115.071, subdivisions 1, 3, 4, by adding
subdivisions; 115A.02; 115A.03, by adding a subdivision; 115A.5502; 115B.421; 116.07, subdivision 9, by adding
subdivisions; 116.072, subdivisions 2, 5; 116.11; 116.92, by adding a subdivision; 116D.02, subdivision 2; 473.845,
by adding a subdivision; Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, sections 17.457, as amended; 21.86, subdivision 2;
41A.30, subdivision 1; 97B.071; 103B.104; 103F.06, by adding a subdivision; 103G.301, subdivision 2; 115.03,
subdivision 1; 116P.09, subdivision 6; 116P.18; Laws 2023, chapter 60, article 1, section 3, subdivision 10;
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapters 84; 86B; 93; 97A; 97C; 103F; 115A; 116; 473;
repealing Minnesota Statutes 2022, sections 17.353; 84.033, subdivision 3; 97B.802; 115A.5501.

The Senate has repassed said bill in accordance with the recommendation and report of the Conference
Committee. Said House File is herewith returned to the House.

THOMAS S. BOTTERN, Secretary of the Senate

Madam Speaker:
I hereby announce that the Senate has concurred in and adopted the report of the Conference Committee on:

H. F. No. 5237, A bill for an act relating to education; providing for supplemental funding for prekindergarten
through grade 12 education; modifying provisions for general education, education excellence, the Read Act,
American Indian education, teachers, charter schools, special education, school facilities, school nutrition and
libraries, early childhood education, and state agencies; requiring reports; authorizing rulemaking; appropriating
money; amending Minnesota Statutes 2022, sections 13.321, by adding a subdivision; 120A.41; 122A.415, by
adding a subdivision; 122A.73, subdivision 4; 124D.093, subdivisions 3, 4, 5; 124D.19, subdivision 8; 124D.957,
subdivision 1; 124E.22; 126C.05, subdivision 15; 126C.10, subdivision 13a; 127A.45, subdivisions 12, 13, 14a;
127A.51; Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, sections 120B.018, subdivision 6; 120B.021, subdivisions 1, 2, 3, 4;
120B.024, subdivision 1; 120B.1117; 120B.1118, subdivisions 7, 10, by adding a subdivision; 120B.12,
subdivisions 1, 2, 2a, 3, 4, 4a; 120B.123, subdivisions 1, 2, 5, 7, by adding a subdivision; 120B.124, subdivisions 1,
2, by adding subdivisions; 121A.642; 122A.415, subdivision 4; 122A.73, subdivisions 2, 3; 122A.77, subdivisions
1, 2; 123B.92, subdivision 11; 124D.111, subdivision 3; 124D.151, subdivision 6; 124D.165, subdivisions 3, 6;
124D.42, subdivision 8; 124D.65, subdivision 5; 124D.81, subdivision 2b; 124D.901, subdivision 3; 124D.98,
subdivision 5; 124D.995, subdivision 3; 124E.13, subdivision 1; 126C.10, subdivisions 2e, 3, 3c, 13, 18a; 127A.21;
256B.0625, subdivision 26; 256B.0671, by adding a subdivision; Laws 2023, chapter 18, section 4, subdivisions 2,
as amended, 3, as amended; Laws 2023, chapter 54, section 20, subdivisions 6, 24; Laws 2023, chapter 55, article 1,
section 36, subdivisions 2, as amended, 8; article 2, section 64, subdivisions 2, as amended, 6, as amended, 9, 14, 16,
31, 33; article 3, section 11, subdivisions 3, 4; article 5, sections 64, subdivisions 3, as amended, 5, 10, 12, 13, 15,
16; 65, subdivisions 3, 6, 7; article 7, section 18, subdivision 4, as amended; article 8, section 19, subdivisions 5, 6,
as amended; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapters 120B; 123B; repealing Laws 2023,
chapter 55, article 10, section 4.

The Senate has repassed said bill in accordance with the recommendation and report of the Conference
Committee. Said House File is herewith returned to the House.

THOMAS S. BOTTERN, Secretary of the Senate
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Madam Speaker:
I hereby announce that the Senate has concurred in and adopted the report of the Conference Committee on:
S. F. No. 716.

The Senate has repassed said bill in accordance with the recommendation and report of the Conference
Committee. Said Senate File is herewith transmitted to the House.

THOMAS S. BOTTERN, Secretary of the Senate

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT ON S. F. No. 716

A bill for an act relating to human services; establishing the Minnesota African American Family Preservation
and Child Welfare Disproportionality Act; modifying child welfare provisions; requiring reports; appropriating
money; amending Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 260C.329, subdivisions 3, 8; proposing coding for new law in
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 260.

May 17, 2024
The Honorable Bobby Joe Champion
President of the Senate

The Honorable Melissa Hortman
Speaker of the House of Representatives

We, the undersigned conferees for S. F. No. 716 report that we have agreed upon the items in dispute and
recommend as follows:

That the House recede from its amendments and that S. F. No. 716 be further amended as follows:
Delete everything after the enacting clause and insert:

"Section 1. [260.61] CITATION.

Sections 260.61 to 260.693 may be cited as the "Minnesota African American Family Preservation and Child
Welfare Disproportionality Act."

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2027, except as provided under section 20.

Sec. 2. [260.62] PURPOSES.

(a) The purposes of the Minnesota African American Family Preservation and Child Welfare Disproportionality
Act are to:

(1) protect the best interests of African American and disproportionately represented children;

(2) promote the stability and security of African American and disproportionately represented children and their
families by establishing minimum standards to prevent the arbitrary and unnecessary removal of African American
and disproportionately represented children from their families; and

(3) improve permanency outcomes, including family reunification, for African American and disproportionately
represented children.
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(b) Nothing in this legislation is intended to interfere with the protections of the Indian Child Welfare Act of
1978, United States Code, title 25, sections 1901 to 1963, or the Minnesota Indian Family Preservation Act, sections
260.751 to 260.835. The federal Indian Child Welfare Act and the Minnesota Indian Family Preservation Act apply
in any child placement proceeding, as defined in section 260.755, subdivision 3, involving an Indian child, as
defined in section 260.755, subdivision 8.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2027, except as provided under section 20.

Sec. 3. [260.63] DEFINITIONS.

Subdivision 1. Scope. The definitions in this section apply to sections 260.61 to 260.693.

Subd. 2. Active efforts. "Active efforts" means a rigorous and concerted level of effort that the responsible
social services agency must continuously make throughout the time that the responsible social services agency is
involved with an African American or a disproportionately represented child and the child's family. To provide
active efforts to preserve an African American or a disproportionately represented child's family, the responsible
social services agency must continuously involve an African American or a disproportionately represented child's
family in all services for the family, including case planning and choosing services and providers, and inform the
family of the ability to file a report of noncompliance with this act with the commissioner through the child welfare
compliance and feedback portal. When providing active efforts, a responsible social services agency must consider
an African American or a disproportionately represented child's family's social and cultural values at all times while
providing services to the African American or disproportionately represented child and the child's family. Active
efforts includes continuous efforts to preserve an African American or a disproportionately represented child's
family and to prevent the out-of-home placement of an African American or a disproportionately represented child.
If an African American or a disproportionately represented child enters out-of-home placement, the responsible
social services agency must make active efforts to reunify the African American or disproportionately represented
child with the child's family as soon as possible. Active efforts sets a higher standard for the responsible social
services agency than reasonable efforts to preserve the child's family, prevent the child's out-of-home placement,
and reunify the child with the child's family. Active efforts includes the provision of reasonable efforts as required
by Title I'V-E of the Social Security Act, United States Code, title 42, sections 670 to 679c.

Subd. 3. Adoptive placement. "Adoptive placement” means the permanent placement of an African American
or a disproportionately represented child made by the responsible social services agency upon a fully executed
adoption placement agreement, including the signatures of the adopting parent, the responsible social services
agency, and the commissioner of human services according to section 260C.613, subdivision 1.

Subd. 4. African American child. "African American child" means a person under 18 years of age having
origins in Africa, including a child of two or more races who has at least one parent with origins in Africa. Whether
a child or parent has origins in Africa is based upon self-identification or identification of the child's origins by the
parent or quardian.

Subd. 5. Best interests of the African American or disproportionately represented child. The "best
interests of the African American or disproportionately represented child" means providing a culturally informed
practice lens that acknowledges, utilizes, and embraces the African American or disproportionately represented
child's community and cultural norms and allows the child to remain safely at home with the child's family. The
best interests of the African American or disproportionately represented child support the child's sense of belonging
to the child's family, extended family, kin, and cultural community.
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Subd. 6. Child placement proceeding. (a) "Child placement proceeding” means any judicial proceeding that
could result in:

(1) an adoptive placement;

(2) a foster care placement;

(3) a preadoptive placement; or

(4) a termination of parental rights.

(b) Judicial proceedings under this subdivision include a child's placement based upon a child's juvenile status
offense but do not include a child's placement based upon:

(1) an act which if committed by an adult would be deemed a crime; or

(2) an award of child custody in a divorce proceeding to one of the child's parents.

Subd. 7. Commissioner. "Commissioner" means the commissioner of human services or the commissioner's
designee.

Subd. 8. Custodian. "Custodian" means any person who is under a legal obligation to provide care and support
for an African American or a disproportionately represented child, or who is in fact providing daily care and support
for an African American or a disproportionately represented child. This subdivision does not impose a legal
obligation upon a person who is not otherwise legally obligated to provide a child with necessary food, clothing,
shelter, education, or medical care.

Subd. 9. Disproportionality. "Disproportionality” means the overrepresentation of African American children
and other disproportionately represented children in Minnesota's child welfare system population as compared to the
representation of those children in Minnesota's total child population.

Subd. 10. Disproportionately represented child. "Disproportionately represented child" means a person who
is under the age of 18 and who is a member of a community whose race, culture, ethnicity, disability status, or low-income
socioeconomic status is disproportionately encountered, engaged, or identified in the child welfare system as
compared to the representation in the state's total child population, as determined on an annual basis by the
commissioner. A child's race, culture, or ethnicity is determined based upon a child's self-identification or
identification of a child's race, culture, or ethnicity as reported by the child's parent or guardian.

Subd. 11. Egregious harm. "Egregious harm" has the meaning given in section 260E.03, subdivision 5.

Subd. 12. Foster care placement. "Foster care placement” means the temporary placement of an African
American or a disproportionately represented child in foster care as defined in section 260C.007, subdivision 18,
following the court-ordered removal of the child when the parent or legal custodian cannot have the child returned

upon demand.

Subd. 13. Imminent physical damage or harm. "Imminent physical damage or harm" means that a child is
threatened with immediate and present conditions that are life-threatening or likely to result in abandonment, sexual
abuse, or serious physical injury. The existence of community or family poverty, isolation, single parenthood, age
of the parent, crowded or inadequate housing, substance use, prenatal drug or alcohol exposure, mental illness,
disability or special needs of the parent or child, or nonconforming social behavior does not by itself constitute
imminent physical damage or harm.
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Subd. 14. Responsible social services agency. "Responsible social services agency” has the meaning given in
section 260C.007, subdivision 27a.

Subd. 15. Parent. "Parent” means the biological parent of an African American or a disproportionately
represented child or any person who has legally adopted an African American or a disproportionately represented
child. Parent includes an unmarried father whose paternity has been acknowledged or established and a putative
father. Paternity has been acknowledged when an unmarried father takes any action to hold himself out as the
biological father of a child.

Subd. 16. Preadoptive placement. "Preadoptive placement” means a responsible social services agency's
placement of an African American or a disproportionately represented child when the child is under the
guardianship of the commissioner for the purpose of adoption but an adoptive placement agreement for the child has
not been fully executed.

Subd. 17. Relative. "Relative" has the meaning given in section 260C.007, subdivision 27.

Subd. 18. Safety network. "Safety network” means a group of individuals identified by the parent and child,
when appropriate, that is accountable for developing, implementing, sustaining, supporting, or improving a safety
plan to protect the safety and well-being of a child.

Subd. 19. Sexual abuse. "Sexual abuse" has the meaning given in section 260E.03, subdivision 20.

Subd. 20. Termination of parental rights. "Termination of parental rights" means an action resulting in the
termination of the parent-child relationship under section 260C.301.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2027, except as provided under section 20.

Sec. 4. [260.64] DUTY TO PREVENT OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENT AND PROMOTE FAMILY
REUNIFICATION.

Subdivision 1. Active efforts. A responsible social services agency shall make active efforts to prevent the
out-of-home placement of an African American or a disproportionately represented child, eliminate the need for a
child's removal from the child's home, and reunify an African American or a disproportionately represented child
with the child's family as soon as practicable.

Subd. 2. Safety plan. (a) Prior to petitioning the court to remove an African American or a disproportionately
represented child from the child's home under section 260.66, a responsible social services agency must work with
the child's family to allow the child to remain in the child's home while implementing a safety plan based on the
family's needs. The responsible social services agency must:

(1) make active efforts to engage the child's parent or custodian and the child, when appropriate;

(2) assess the family's cultural and economic needs and, if applicable, needs and services related to the child's

disability;

(3) hold a family group consultation meeting and connect the family with supports to establish a safety network
for the family; and

(4) provide support, guidance, and input to assist the family and the family's safety network with developing the
safety plan.
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(b) The safety plan must:

(1) address the specific allegations impacting the child's safety in the home. If neglect is alleged, the safety plan
must_incorporate economic services and supports for the child and the child's family, if eligible, to address the
family's specific needs and prevent neglect;

(2) incorporate family and community support to ensure the child's safety while keeping the family intact; and

(3) be adjusted as needed to address the child's and family's ongoing needs and support.

(c) The responsible social services agency is not required to establish a safety plan:

(1) in a case with allegations of sexual abuse or egregious harm;

(2) when the parent is not willing to follow a safety plan;

(3) when the parent has abandoned the child or is unavailable to follow a safety plan; or

(4) when the parent has chronic substance use disorder issues and is unable to parent the child.

Subd. 3. Out-of-home placement prohibited. Unless the court finds by clear and convincing evidence that the
child would be at risk of serious emotional damage or serious physical damage if the child were to remain in the
child's home, a court shall not order a foster care or permanent out-of-home placement of an African American or a
disproportionately represented child alleged to be in need of protection or services. At each hearing regarding an
African American or a disproportionately represented child who is alleged or adjudicated to be in need of child
protective services, the court shall review whether the responsible social services agency has provided active efforts
to the child and the child's family and shall require the responsible social services agency to provide evidence and
documentation that demonstrate that the agency is providing culturally informed, strength-based, community-involved,
and community-based services to the child and the child's family.

Subd. 4. Required findings that active efforts were provided. When determining whether the responsible
social services agency has made active efforts to preserve the child's family, the court shall make findings regarding
whether the responsible social services agency made appropriate and meaningful services available to the child's
family based upon the family's specific needs. If a court determines that the responsible social services agency did
not make active efforts to preserve the family as required by this section, the court shall order the responsible social
services agency to immediately provide active efforts to the child and child's family to preserve the family.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2027, except as provided under section 20.

Sec.5. [260.641] ENSURING FREQUENT VISITATION FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN AND
DISPROPORTIONATELY REPRESENTED CHILDREN IN OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENT.

A responsible social services agency must engage in best practices related to visitation when an African
American or a disproportionately represented child is in out-of-home placement. When the child is in out-of-home
placement, the responsible social services agency shall make active efforts to facilitate regular and frequent
visitation between the child and the child's parents or custodians, the child's siblings, and the child's relatives. If
visitation is infrequent between the child and the child's parents, custodians, siblings, or relatives, the responsible
social services agency shall make active efforts to increase the frequency of visitation and address any barriers to
visitation.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2027, except as provided under section 20.
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Sec. 6. [260.65] NONCUSTODIAL PARENTS; RELATIVE PLACEMENT.

(a) Prior to the removal of an African American or a disproportionately represented child from the child's home,
the responsible social services agency must make active efforts to identify and locate the child's noncustodial or
nonadjudicated parent and the child's relatives to notify the child's parent and relatives that the child is or will be
placed in foster care, and provide the child's parent and relatives with a list of legal resources. The notice to the
child's noncustodial or nonadjudicated parent and relatives must also include the information required under section
260C.221, subdivision 2, paragraph (b). The responsible social services agency must maintain detailed records of
the agency's efforts to notify parents and relatives under this section.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 260C.219, the responsible social services agency must assess an
African American or a disproportionately represented child's noncustodial or nonadjudicated parent's ability to care
for the child before placing the child in foster care. If a child's noncustodial or nonadjudicated parent is willing and
able to provide daily care for the African American or disproportionately represented child temporarily or
permanently, the court shall order that the child be placed in the home of the noncustodial or nonadjudicated parent
pursuant to section 260C.178 or 260C.201, subdivision 1. The responsible social services agency must make active
efforts to assist a noncustodial or nonadjudicated parent with remedying any issues that may prevent the child from
being placed with the noncustodial or nonadjudicated parent.

(c) The relative search, notice, engagement, and placement consideration requirements under section 260C.221
apply under this act.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2027, except as provided under section 20.

Sec. 7. [260.66] EMERGENCY REMOVAL.

Subdivision 1. Emergency removal or placement permitted. Nothing in this section shall be construed to
prevent the emergency removal of an African American or a disproportionately represented child's parent or
custodian or the emergency placement of the child in a foster setting in order to prevent imminent physical damage
or harm to the child.

Subd. 2. Petition for emergency removal; placement requirements. A petition for a court order authorizing
the emergency removal or continued emergency placement of an African American or a disproportionately
represented child or the petition's accompanying documents must contain a statement of the risk of imminent
physical damage or harm to the African American or disproportionately represented child and any evidence that the
emergency removal or placement continues to be necessary to prevent imminent physical damage or harm to the
child. The petition or its accompanying documents must also contain the following information:

(1) the name, age, and last known address of the child;

(2) the name and address of the child's parents and custodians or, if unknown, a detailed explanation of efforts
made to locate and contact them;

(3) the steps taken to provide notice to the child's parents and custodians about the emergency proceeding;

(4) a specific and detailed account of the circumstances that led the agency responsible for the emergency
removal of the child to take that action; and

(5) a statement of the efforts that have been taken to assist the child's parents or custodians so that the child may
safely be returned to their custody.
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Subd. 3. Emergency proceeding requirements. (a) The court shall hold a hearing no later than 72 hours,
excluding weekends and holidays, after the emergency removal of the African American or disproportionately
represented child. The court shall determine whether the emergency removal continues to be necessary to prevent
imminent physical damage or harm to the child and whether, after considering the child's particular circumstances,
the imminent physical damage or harm to the child outweighs the harm that the child will experience as a result of
continuing the emergency removal.

(b) The court shall hold additional hearings whenever new information indicates that the emergency situation has
ended. The court shall consider all such new information at any court hearing after the emergency proceeding to
determine whether the emergency removal or placement is no longer necessary to prevent imminent physical
damage or harm to the child.

(c) Notwithstanding section 260C.163, subdivision 3, and the provisions of Minnesota Rules of Juvenile
Protection Procedure, rule 25, a parent or custodian of an African American or a disproportionately represented
child who is subject to an emergency hearing under this section and Minnesota Rules of Juvenile Protection
Procedure, rule 30, has a right to counsel appointed by the court. The court must appoint qualified counsel to
represent a parent if the parent meets the eligibility requirements in section 611.17.

Subd. 4. Termination of emergency removal or placement. (a) An emergency removal or placement of an
African American or a disproportionately represented child must immediately terminate once the responsible social
services agency or court possesses sufficient evidence to determine that the emergency removal or placement is no
longer necessary to prevent imminent physical damage or harm to the child and the child shall be immediately
returned to the custody of the child's parent or custodian. The responsible social services agency or court shall
ensure that the emergency removal or placement terminates immediately when the removal or placement is no
longer necessary to prevent imminent physical damage or harm to the African American or disproportionately

represented child.

(b) An emergency removal or placement ends when the court orders, after service upon the African American or
disproportionately represented child's parents or custodians, that the child shall be placed in foster care upon a
determination supported by clear and convincing evidence that custody of the child by the child's parent or custodian
is likely to result in serious emotional or physical damage to the child.

(c) In no instance shall emergency removal or emergency placement of an African American or a
disproportionately represented child extend beyond 30 days unless the court finds by a showing of clear and
convincing evidence that:

(1) continued emergency removal or placement is necessary to prevent imminent physical damage or harm to the
child; and

(2) it has not been possible to initiate a child placement proceeding with all of the protections under sections
260.61 to 260.68.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2027, except as provided under section 20.
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Sec. 8. [260.67] TRANSFER OF PERMANENT LEGAL AND PHYSICAL CUSTODY; TERMINATION
OF PARENTAL RIGHTS; CHILD PLACEMENT PROCEEDINGS.

Subdivision 1. Preference for permanency placement with a relative. Consistent with section 260C.513, if
an African American or disproportionately represented child cannot be returned to the child's parent, permanency
placement with a relative is preferred. The court shall consider the requirements of and responsibilities under
section 260.012, paragraph (a), and, if possible and if requirements under section 260C.515, subdivision 4, are met,
transfer permanent legal and physical custody of the child to:

(1) a noncustodial parent under section 260C.515, subdivision 4, if the child cannot return to the care of the
parent or custodian from whom the child was removed or who had legal custody at the time that the child was placed
in foster care; or

(2) a willing and able relative, according to the requirements of section 260C.515, subdivision 4. When the
responsible social services agency is the petitioner, prior to the court ordering a transfer of permanent legal and
physical custody to a relative, the responsible social services agency must inform the relative of Northstar kinship
assistance benefits and eligibility requirements and of the relative's ability to apply for benefits on behalf of the child
under chapter 256N.

Subd. 2. Termination of parental rights restrictions. (a) A court shall not terminate the parental rights of a
parent of an African American or a disproportionately represented child based solely on the parent's failure to
complete case plan requirements.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph (c), a court shall not terminate the parental rights of a parent of an African
American or a disproportionately represented child in a child placement proceeding unless the allegations against the
parent involve sexual abuse; egregious harm as defined in section 260C.007, subdivision 14; murder in the first,
second, or third degree under section 609.185, 609.19, or 609.195; murder of an unborn child in the first, second, or
third degree under section 609.2661, 609.2662, or 609.2663; manslaughter of an unborn child in the first or second
degree under section 609.2664 or 609.2665; domestic assault by strangulation under section 609.2247; felony
domestic assault under section 609.2242 or 609.2243; kidnapping under section 609.25; solicitation, inducement,
and promotion of prostitution under section 609.322, subdivision 1, and subdivision 1a if one or more aggravating
factors are present; criminal sexual conduct under sections 609.342 to 609.3451; engaging in, hiring, or agreeing to
hire a minor to engage in prostitution under section 609.324, subdivision 1; solicitation of children to engage in
sexual conduct under section 609.352; possession of pornographic work involving minors under section 617.247;
malicious punishment or neglect or endangerment of a child under section 609.377 or 609.378; use of a minor in
sexual performance under section 617.246; or failing to protect a child from an overt act or condition that constitutes

egregious harm.

Subd. 3. Termination of parental rights; exceptions. (a) The court may terminate the parental rights of a
parent of an African American or a disproportionately represented child if a transfer of permanent legal and physical
custody under subdivision 1 is not possible because the child has no willing or able noncustodial parent or relative to
whom custody can be transferred, if it finds that one or more of the following conditions exist:

(1) that the parent has abandoned the child;

(2) that a parent is palpably unfit to be a party to the parent and child relationship because of a consistent pattern
of specific conduct before the child or of specific conditions directly relating to the parent and child relationship,
either of which are determined by the court to be of a duration or nature that renders the parent unable, for the
reasonably foreseeable future, to care appropriately for the ongoing physical, mental, or emotional needs of the child:;
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(3) that following the child's placement out of the home, active efforts, under the direction of the court, have
failed to correct the conditions leading to the child's placement. It is presumed that active efforts under this clause
have failed upon a showing that:

(i) a child has resided out of the parental home under court order for a cumulative period of 12 months within the
preceding 22 months. In the case of a child under age eight at the time that the petition was filed alleging the child
to be in need of protection or services, the presumption arises when the child has resided out of the parental home
under court order for six months unless the parent has maintained regular contact with the child and the parent is
complying with the out-of-home placement plan;

(ii) the court has approved the out-of-home placement plan required under section 260C.212 and filed with the
court under section 260C.178;

(iii) conditions leading to the out-of-home placement have not been corrected. It is presumed that conditions
leading to a child's out-of-home placement have not been corrected upon a showing that the parent or parents have
not substantially complied with the court's orders and a reasonable case plan; and

(iv) active efforts have been made by the responsible social services agency to rehabilitate the parent and reunite
the family; and

(4) that a child has experienced egregious harm in the parent's care that is of a nature, duration, or chronicity that
indicates a lack of regard for the child's well-being, such that a reasonable person would believe it contrary to the
best interests of the child or of any child to be in the parent's care.

(b) For purposes of paragraph (a), clause (1), abandonment is presumed when:

(1) the parent has had no contact with the child on a regular basis and has not demonstrated consistent interest in
the child's well-being for six months and the social services agency has made active efforts to facilitate contact with
the parent, unless the parent establishes that an extreme financial or physical hardship or treatment for mental
disability or substance use disorder or other good cause prevented the parent from making contact with the child.
This presumption does not apply to children whose custody has been determined under chapter 257 or 518; or

(2) the child is an infant under two years of age and has been deserted by the parent under circumstances that
show an intent not to return to care for the child.

Subd. 4. Voluntary termination of parental rights. Nothing in subdivisions 2 and 3 precludes the court from
terminating the parental rights of a parent of an African American or a disproportionately represented child if the
parent desires to voluntarily terminate the parent's own parental rights for good cause under section 260C.301,
subdivision 1, paragraph (a).

Subd.5. Appeals. Notwithstanding the Minnesota Rules of Juvenile Protection Procedure, rule 47.02,
subdivision 2, a parent of an African American or a disproportionately represented child whose parental rights have
been terminated may appeal the decision within 90 days of the service of notice by the court administrator of the
filing of the court's order.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2027, except as provided under section 20.

Sec. 9. [260.68] RESPONSIBLE SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY CONDUCT AND CASE REVIEW.

Subdivision 1. Responsible social services agency conduct. (a) A responsible social services agency
employee who has duties related to child protection shall not knowingly:

(1) make untrue statements about any case involving a child alleged to be in need of protection or services;
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(2) intentionally withhold any information that may be material to a case involving a child alleged to be in need
of protection or services; or

(3) fabricate or falsify any documentation or evidence relating to a case involving a child alleged to be in need of
protection or services.

(b) Any of the actions listed in paragraph (a) shall constitute grounds for adverse employment action.

Subd. 2. Case review. (a) Each responsible social services agency shall conduct a review of all child welfare
cases for African American and other disproportionately represented children handled by the agency. Each
responsible social services agency shall create a summary report of trends identified under paragraphs (b) and (c), a
remediation plan as provided in paragraph (d), and an update on implementation of any previous remediation plans.
The first report shall be provided to the African American Child Well-Being Advisory Council, the commissioner,
and the chairs and ranking minority members of the legislative committees with jurisdiction over child welfare by
October 1, 2029, and annually thereafter. For purposes of determining outcomes in this subdivision, responsible
social services agencies shall use guidance from the commissioner. The commissioner shall provide guidance
starting on November 1, 2028, and annually thereafter.

(b) The case review must include:

(1) the number of African American and disproportionately represented children represented in the county child
welfare system;

(2) the number and sources of maltreatment reports received and reports screened in for investigation or referred
for family assessment and the race of the children and parents or custodians involved in each report;

(3) the number and race of children and parents or custodians who receive in-home preventive case management
Services;

(4) the number and race of children whose parents or custodians are referred to community-based, culturally
appropriate, strength-based, or trauma-informed services;

(5) the number and race of children removed from their homes;

(6) the number and race of children reunified with their parents or custodians;

(7) the number and race of children whose parents or custodians are offered family group decision-making
services;

(8) the number and race of children whose parents or custodians are offered the parent support outreach
program;

(9) the number and race of children in foster care or out-of-home placement at the time that the data is gathered;

(10) the number and race of children who achieve permanency through a transfer of permanent legal and
physical custody to a relative or an adoption; and

(11) the number and race of children who are under the guardianship of the commissioner or awaiting a
permanency disposition.
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(c) The required case review must also:

(1) identify barriers to reunifying children with their families;

(2) identify the family conditions that led to the out-of-home placement;

(3) identify any barriers to accessing culturally informed mental health or substance use disorder treatment
services for the parents or children;

(4) document efforts to identify fathers and maternal and paternal relatives and to provide services to custodial
and noncustodial fathers, if appropriate; and

(5) document and summarize court reviews of active efforts.

(d) Any responsible social services agency that has a case review showing disproportionality and disparities in
child welfare outcomes for African American and other disproportionately represented children and the children's
families, compared to the agency's overall outcomes, must include in their case review summary report a
remediation plan with measurable outcomes to identify, address, and reduce the factors that led to the
disproportionality and disparities in the agency's child welfare outcomes. The remediation plan shall also include
information about how the responsible social services agency will achieve and document trauma-informed, positive
child well-being outcomes through remediation efforts.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2027, except as provided under section 20.

Sec. 10. [260.69] CULTURAL COMPETENCY TRAINING FOR INDIVIDUALS WORKING WITH
AFRICAN AMERICAN AND DISPROPORTIONATELY REPRESENTED CHILDREN.

Subdivision 1. Applicability. The commissioner of human services must collaborate with the Children's Justice
Initiative to ensure that cultural competency training is given to individuals working in the child welfare system,
including child welfare workers and supervisors. Training must also be made available to attorneys, juvenile court
judges, and family law judges.

Subd. 2. Training. (a) The commissioner must develop training content and establish the frequency of trainings
for child welfare workers and supervisors.

(b) The cultural competency training under this section is required prior to or within six months of beginning
work with any African American or disproportionately represented child and their family. A responsible social
services agency staff person who is unable to complete the cultural competency training prior to working with
African American or disproportionately represented children and their families must work with a qualified staff
person within the agency who has completed cultural competency training until the person is able to complete the
required training. The training must be available by January 1, 2027, and must:

(1) be provided by an African American individual or individual from a community that is disproportionately
represented in the child welfare system who is knowledgeable about African American and other disproportionately
represented social and cultural norms and historical trauma;

(2) raise awareness and increase a person's competency to value diversity, conduct a self-assessment, manage the
dynamics of difference, acquire cultural knowledge, and adapt to diversity and the cultural contexts of communities
served;
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(3) include instruction on effectively developing a safety plan and instruction on engaging a safety network; and

(4) be accessible and comprehensive and include the ability to ask questions.

(c) The training may be provided in a series of segments, either in person or online.

Subd. 3. Update. The commissioner must provide an update to the chairs and ranking minority members of the
legislative committees with jurisdiction over child protection by January 1, 2028, on the rollout of the training under
subdivision 1 and the content and accessibility of the training under subdivision 2.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2027, except as provided under section 20.

Sec. 11. [260.691] AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILD WELL-BEING ADVISORY COUNCIL.

Subdivision 1. Duties. The African American Child Well-Being Advisory Council must:

(1) review annual reports related to African American children involved in the child welfare system. These
reports may include but are not limited to the maltreatment, out-of-home placement, and permanency of African
American children;

(2) assist with and make recommendations to the commissioner for developing strategies to reduce maltreatment
determinations, prevent unnecessary out-of-home placement, promote culturally appropriate foster care and shelter
or facility placement decisions and settings for African American children in need of out-of-home placement, ensure
timely achievement of permanency, and improve child welfare outcomes for African American children and their
families;

(3) review summary reports on targeted case reviews prepared by the commissioner to ensure that responsible
social services agencies meet the needs of African American children and their families. Based on data collected
from those reviews, the council shall assist the commissioner with developing strategies needed to improve any
identified child welfare outcomes, including but not limited to maltreatment, out-of-home placement, and
permanency for African American children;

(4) assist the Cultural and Ethnic Communities Leadership Council with making recommendations to the
commissioner and the legislature for public policy and statutory changes that specifically consider the needs of
African American children and their families involved in the child welfare system;

(5) advise the commissioner on stakeholder engagement strategies and actions that the commissioner and
responsible social services agencies may take to improve child welfare outcomes for African American children and
their families;

(6) assist the commissioner with developing strategies for public messaging and communication related to racial
disproportionality and disparities in child welfare outcomes for African American children and their families;

(7)_assist the commissioner with identifying and developing internal and external partnerships to support
adequate access to services and resources for African American children and their families, including but not limited
to_housing assistance, employment assistance, food and nutrition support, health care, child care assistance, and
educational support and training; and

(8) assist the commissioner with developing strategies to promote the development of a culturally diverse and
representative child welfare workforce in Minnesota that includes professionals who are reflective of the community
served and who have been directly impacted by lived experiences within the child welfare system. The council must
also assist the commissioner with exploring strategies and partnerships to address education and training needs,
hiring, recruitment, retention, and professional advancement practices.
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Subd. 2. Annual report. By January 1, 2026, and annually thereafter, the council shall report to the chairs and
ranking minority members of the legislative committees with jurisdiction over child protection on the council's
activities under subdivision 1 and other issues on which the council chooses to report. The report may include
recommendations for statutory changes to improve the child protection system and child welfare outcomes for
African American children and families.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 12. [260.692] AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILD WELL-BEING UNIT.

Subdivision 1. Duties. The African American Child Well-Being Unit, currently established by the
commissioner, must:

(1) assist with the development of African American cultural competency training and review child welfare
curriculum in the Minnesota Child Welfare Training Academy to ensure that responsible social services agency staff
and other child welfare professionals are appropriately prepared to engage with African American children and their
families and to support family preservation and reunification;

(2) provide technical assistance, including on-site technical assistance, and case consultation to responsible
social services agencies to assist agencies with implementing and complying with the Minnesota African American
Family Preservation and Child Welfare Disproportionality Act;

(3) monitor individual county and statewide disaggregated and nondisaggregated data to identify trends and
patterns in child welfare outcomes, including but not limited to reporting, maltreatment, out-of-home placement, and
permanency of African American children and develop strategies to address disproportionality and disparities in the
child welfare system;

(4) develop and implement a system for conducting case reviews when the commissioner receives reports of
noncompliance with the Minnesota African American Family Preservation and Child Welfare Disproportionality
Act or when requested by the parent or custodian of an African American child. Case reviews may include but are
not limited to a review of placement prevention efforts, safety planning, case planning and service provision by the
responsible social services agency, relative placement consideration, and permanency planning;

(5) establish and administer a request for proposals process for African American and disproportionately
represented family preservation grants under section 260.693, monitor grant activities, and provide technical
assistance to grantees;

(6) in coordination with the African American Child Well-Being Advisory Council, coordinate services and
create internal and external partnerships to support adequate access to services and resources for African American
children and their families, including but not limited to housing assistance, employment assistance, food and
nutrition support, health care, child care assistance, and educational support and training; and

(7) develop public messaging and communication to inform the public about racial disparities in child welfare
outcomes, current efforts and strategies to reduce racial disparities, and resources available to African American
children and their families involved in the child welfare system.

Subd. 2. Case reviews. (a) The African American Child Well-Being Unit must conduct systemic case reviews
to monitor targeted child welfare outcomes, including but not limited to maltreatment, out-of-home placement, and
permanency of African American children.
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(b) The reviews under this subdivision must be conducted using a random sampling of representative child
welfare cases stratified for certain case related factors, including but not limited to case type, maltreatment type, if
the case involves out-of-home placement, and other demographic variables. In conducting the reviews, unit staff
may use court records and documents, information from the social services information system, and other available
case file information to complete the case reviews.

(c) The frequency of the reviews and the number of cases, child welfare outcomes, and selected counties
reviewed shall be determined by the unit in consultation with the African American Child Well-Being Advisory
Council, with consideration given to the availability of unit resources needed to conduct the reviews.

(d) The unit must monitor all case reviews and use the collective case review information and data to generate
summary case review reports, ensure compliance with the Minnesota African American Family Preservation and
Child Welfare Disproportionality Act, and identify trends or patterns in child welfare outcomes for African
American children.

(e) The unit must review information from members of the public received through the compliance and feedback
portal, including policy and practice concerns related to individual child welfare cases. After assessing a case
concern, the unit may determine if further necessary action should be taken, which may include coordinating case
remediation with other relevant child welfare agencies in accordance with data privacy laws, including the African
American Child Well-Being Advisory Council, and offering case consultation and technical assistance to the
responsible local social services agency as needed or requested by the agency.

Subd. 3. Reports. (a) The African American Child Well-Being Unit must provide regular updates on unit
activities, including summary reports of case reviews, to the African American Child Well-Being Advisory Council,
and must publish an annual census of African American children in out-of-home placements statewide. The annual
census must include data on the types of placements, age and sex of the children, how long the children have been in
out-of-home placements, and other relevant demographic information.

(b) The African American Child Well-Being Unit shall gather summary data about the practice and policy
inquiries and individual case concerns received through the compliance and feedback portal under subdivision 2,
paragraph (e). The unit shall provide reqular reports of the nonidentifying compliance and feedback portal summary
data to the African American Child Well-Being Advisory Council to identify child welfare trends and patterns to
assist with developing policy and practice recommendations to support eliminating disparity and disproportionality
for African American children.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 13. [260.693] AFRICAN AMERICAN AND DISPROPORTIONATELY REPRESENTED FAMILY
PRESERVATION GRANTS.

Subdivision 1. Primary support grants. The commissioner shall establish direct grants to organizations,
service providers, and programs owned and led by African Americans and other individuals from communities
disproportionately represented in the child welfare system to provide services and support for African American and
disproportionately represented children and their families involved in Minnesota's child welfare system, including
supporting existing eligible services and facilitating the development of new services and providers, to create a more
expansive network of service providers available for African American and disproportionately represented children
and their families.

Subd. 2. Eligible services. (a) Services eligible for grants under this section include but are not limited to:

(1) child out-of-home placement prevention and reunification services;
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(2) family-based services and reunification therapy;

(3) culturally specific individual and family counseling;

(4) court advocacy;

(5) training for and consultation to responsible social services agencies and private social services agencies
regarding this act;

(6) development and promotion of culturally informed, affirming, and responsive community-based prevention
and family preservation services that target the children, youth, families, and communities of African American and
African heritage experiencing the highest disparities, disproportionality, and overrepresentation in the Minnesota
child welfare system;

(7) culturally affirming and responsive services that work with children and families in their communities to
address their needs and ensure child and family safety and well-being within a culturally appropriate lens and
framework;

(8) services to support informal kinship care arrangements; and

(9) other activities and services approved by the commissioner that further the goals of the Minnesota African
American Family Preservation and Child Welfare Disproportionality Act, including but not limited to the
recruitment of African American staff and staff from other communities disproportionately represented in the child
welfare system to work for responsible social services agencies and licensed child-placing agencies.

(b) The commissioner may specify the priority of an activity and service based on its success in furthering these
goals. The commissioner shall give preference to programs and service providers that are located in or serve
counties with the highest rates of child welfare disproportionality for African American and other disproportionately
represented children and their families and employ staff who represent the population primarily served.

Subd. 3. Ineligible services. Grant money may not be used to supplant funding for existing services or for the
following purposes:

(1) child day care that is necessary solely because of the employment or training for employment of a parent or
another relative with whom the child is living;

(2) foster care maintenance or difficulty of care payments;

(3) residential treatment facility payments;

(4) adoption assistance or Northstar kinship assistance payments under chapter 259A or 256N;

(5) public assistance payments for Minnesota family investment program assistance, supplemental aid, medical
assistance, general assistance, general assistance medical care, or community health services; or

(6) administrative costs for income maintenance staff.

Subd. 4. Requests for proposals. The commissioner shall request proposals for grants under subdivisions 1, 2,
and 3 and specify the information and criteria required.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.
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Sec. 14. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 260C.329, subdivision 3, is amended to read:

Subd. 3. Petition. The county attorney e¢, a parent whose parental rights were terminated under a previous
order of the court, a child who is ten years of age or older, the responsible social services agency, or a guardian ad
litem may file a petition for the reestablishment of the legal parent and child relationship. A parent filing a petition
under this section shall pay a filing fee in the amount required under section 357.021, subdivision 2, clause (1). The
filing fee may be waived pursuant to chapter 563. A petition for the reestablishment of the legal parent and child
relationship may be filed when:

) (1) the parent has corrected the conditions that led to an order terminating parental rights;

£3) (2) the parent is willing and has the capability to provide day-to-day care and maintain the health, safety, and
welfare of the child;

) (3) the child has been in foster care for at least 48 24 months after the court issued the order terminating
parental rights;

£5) (4) the child has not been adopted; and

{6} (5) the child is not the subject of a written adoption placement agreement between the responsible social
services agency and the prospective adoptive parent, as required under Minnesota Rules, part 9560.0060, subpart 2.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2027, except as provided under section 20.

Sec. 15. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 260C.329, subdivision 8, is amended to read:

Subd. 8. Hearing. The court may grant the petition ordering the reestablishment of the legal parent and child
relationship only if it finds by clear and convincing evidence that:

(1) reestablishment of the legal parent and child relationship is in the child's best interests;
(2) the child has not been adopted;

(3) the child is not the subject of a written adoption placement agreement between the responsible social services
agency and the prospective adoptive parent, as required under Minnesota Rules, part 9560.0060, subpart 2;

(4) at least 48 24 months have elapsed following a final order terminating parental rights and the child remains in
foster care;

(5) the child desires to reside with the parent;
(6) the parent has corrected the conditions that led to an order terminating parental rights; and

(7) the parent is willing and has the capability to provide day-to-day care and maintain the health, safety, and
welfare of the child.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2027, except as provided under section 20.
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Sec. 16. DIRECTION TO COMMISSIONER OF HUMAN SERVICES; DISAGGREGATE DATA.

The commissioner of human services must establish a process to improve the disaggregation of data to monitor
child welfare outcomes for African American and other disproportionately represented children in the child welfare
system. The commissioner must begin disaggregating data by January 1, 2027.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2027.

Sec. 17. CHILD WELFARE COMPLIANCE AND FEEDBACK PORTAL.

The commissioner of human services shall develop, maintain, and administer a publicly accessible online
compliance and feedback portal to receive reports of noncompliance with the Minnesota African American Family
Preservation and Child Welfare Disproportionality Act under Minnesota Statutes, sections 260.61 to 260.693, and
other statutes related to child maltreatment, safety, and placement. Reports received through the portal must be
transferred for review and further action to the appropriate unit or department within the Department of Human
Services, including but not limited to the African American Child Well-Being Unit.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2027, except as provided under section 20.

Sec. 18. DIRECTION TO COMMISSIONER; MAINTAINING CONNECTIONS IN FOSTER CARE
BEST PRACTICES.

The commissioner of human services shall develop and publish guidance on best practices for ensuring that
African American and disproportionately represented children in foster care maintain connections and relationships
with their parents, custodians, and extended relatives. The commissioner shall also develop and publish best
practice guidance on engaging and assessing noncustodial and nonadjudicated parents to care for their African
American or disproportionately represented children who cannot remain with the children's custodial parents.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2027, except as provided under section 20.

Sec. 19. DIRECTION TO COMMISSIONER; COMPLIANCE SYSTEM REVIEW DEVELOPMENT.

(a) By January 1, 2026, the commissioner of human services, in consultation with counties and the working
group established under section 21, must develop a system to review county compliance with the Minnesota African
American Family Preservation and Child Welfare Disproportionality Act. The system may include but is not limited
to the cases to be reviewed, the criteria to be reviewed to demonstrate compliance, the rate of noncompliance and the
coordinating penalty, the program improvement plan, and training.

(b) By January 1, 2026, the commissioner of human services must provide a report to the chairs and ranking
minority members of the legislative committees with jurisdiction over child welfare on the proposed compliance
system review process and language to codify that process in statute.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 20. MINNESOTA AFRICAN AMERICAN FAMILY PRESERVATION AND CHILD WELFARE
DISPROPORTIONALITY ACT; PHASE-IN PROGRAM.

(a) The commissioner of human services must establish a phase-in program that implements sections 1 to 17 in
Hennepin and Ramsey Counties. The commissioner may allow additional counties to participate in the phase-in
program upon the request of the counties.
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(b) The commissioner of human services must report on the outcomes of the phase-in program, including the
number of participating families, the rate of children in out-of-home placement, and the measures taken to prevent
out-of-home placement for each participating family, to the chairs and ranking minority members of the legislative
committees with jurisdiction over child welfare.

(c) Sections 1 to 17 are effective January 1, 2025, for purposes of this phase-in program. Case review reports
under section 9, subdivision 2, must be provided beginning January 1, 2026.

(d) This section expires July 1, 2027.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2025.

Sec. 21. MINNESOTA AFRICAN AMERICAN FAMILY PRESERVATION AND CHILD WELFARE
DISPROPORTIONALITY ACT; WORKING GROUP.

(a) The commissioner of human services must establish a working group to provide guidance and oversight for
the Minnesota African American Family Preservation and Child Welfare Disproportionality Act phase-in program.

(b) The members of the working group must include representatives from the Minnesota Association of County
Social Service Administrators, the Association of Minnesota Counties, the Minnesota Inter-County Association, the
Minnesota County Attorneys Association, Hennepin County, Ramsey County, the Department of Human Services,
and community organizations with experience in child welfare. The legislature may provide recommendations to
the commissioner on the selection of the representatives from the community organizations.

(c) The working group must provide oversight of the phase-in program and evaluate the cost of the phase-in
program. The working group must also assess future costs of implementing the Minnesota African American
Family Preservation and Child Welfare Disproportionality Act statewide.

(d) By January 1, 2026, the working group must develop and submit an interim report to the chairs and ranking
minority members of the legislative committees with jurisdiction over child welfare detailing initial needs for the
implementation of the Minnesota African American Family Preservation and Child Welfare Disproportionality Act.
The interim report must also include recommendations for any statutory or policy changes necessary to implement
the act.

(e) By September 1, 2026, the working group must develop an implementation plan and best practices for the
Minnesota African American Family Preservation and Child Welfare Disproportionality Act to go into effect
statewide.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 22. APPROPRIATIONS; MINNESOTA AFRICAN AMERICAN FAMILY PRESERVATION AND
CHILD WELFARE DISPROPORTIONALITY ACT.

(a) $5,000,000 in fiscal year 2025 is appropriated from the general fund to the commissioner of human services
for grants to Hennepin and Ramsey Counties to implement the Minnesota African American Family Preservation
and Child Welfare Disproportionality Act phase-in program. Of this amount, $2,500,000 must be provided to
Hennepin County and $2,500,000 must be provided to Ramsey County. This is a onetime appropriation and is
available until June 30, 2026.
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(b) $1,000,000 in fiscal year 2025 is appropriated from the general fund to the commissioner of human services
for the African American and disproportionately represented family preservation grant program under Minnesota
Statutes, section 260.693. Notwithstanding Minnesota Statutes, section 16B.98, subdivision 14, the amount for
administrative costs under this paragraph is $0.

(c) $2,367,000 in fiscal year 2025 is appropriated from the general fund to the commissioner of human services
to implement the African American Family Preservation and Child Welfare Disproportionality Act. The base for
this appropriation is $3,251,000 in fiscal year 2026 and $3,110,000 in fiscal year 2027."

Delete the title and insert:

"A bill for an act relating to human services; establishing the Minnesota African American Family Preservation
and Child Welfare Disproportionality Act; modifying child welfare provisions; requiring reports; appropriating
money; amending Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 260C.329, subdivisions 3, 8; proposing coding for new law in
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 260."

We request the adoption of this report and repassage of the bill.

Senate Conferees: BoBBY JOE CHAMPION, CLARE OUMOU VERBETEN and JIM ABELER.

House Conferees: ESTHER AGBAJE, WALTER HUDSON and ATHENA HOLLINS.

Agbaje moved that the report of the Conference Committee on S. F. No. 716 be adopted and that the bill be
repassed as amended by the Conference Committee. The motion prevailed.

S. F. No. 716, A bill for an act relating to human services; establishing the Minnesota African American Family
Preservation and Child Welfare Disproportionality Act; modifying child welfare provisions; requiring reports;
appropriating money; amending Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 260C.329, subdivisions 3, 8; proposing coding for
new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 260.

The bill was read for the third time, as amended by Conference, and placed upon its repassage.

The question was taken on the repassage of the bill and the roll was called. There were 117 yeas and 5 nays as
follows:

Those who voted in the affirmative were:

Acomb Bierman Demuth Garofalo Hornstein Koegel

Agbaje Bliss Dotseth Gomez Howard Kotyza-Witthuhn
Altendorf Brand Edelson Greenman Hudson Kozlowski
Anderson, P. H. Burkel Elkins Hansen, R. Huot Koznick

Backer Carroll Engen Hanson, J. Hussein Kraft

Bahner Cha Feist Harder Igo Kresha
Bakeberg Clardy Finke Hemmingsen-Jaeger Jacob Lawrence

Baker Coulter Fischer Her Jordan Lee, F.
Becker-Finn Curran Frazier Hicks Joy Lee, K.

Bennett Davids Frederick Hill Klevorn Liebling

Berg Davis Freiberg Hollins Knudsen Lillie
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Lislegard Nelson, M. Pelowski Rarick Stephenson Witte

Long Nelson, N. Pérez-Vega Rehm Swedzinski Wolgamott
McDonald Newton Perryman Reyer Tabke Xiong

Moller Niska Petersburg Robbins Torkelson Youakim
Mueller Noor Pfarr Schomacker Urdahl Zeleznikar
Murphy Norris Pinto Scott Vang Spk. Hortman
Myers Novotny Pryor Sencer-Mura Virnig

Nadeau Olson, B. Pursell Skraba Wiener

Nash Olson, L. Quam Smith Wiens

Those who voted in the negative were:

Heintzeman Johnson Mekeland Neu Brindley Schultz

The bill was repassed, as amended by Conference, and its title agreed to.

There being no objection, the order of business reverted to Reports of Standing Committees and Divisions.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES AND DIVISIONS

Olson, L., from the Committee on Ways and Means to which was referred:

S. F. No. 4027, A bill for an act relating to economic development; making policy and technical changes to
programs under the Department of Employment and Economic Development; requiring reports; amending
Minnesota Statutes 2022, sections 116J.435, subdivisions 3, 4; 116J.5492, subdivision 2; 116J.8748, subdivision 1,
116M.18; 268A.11; 446A.072, subdivision 5a; 446A.073, subdivision 1; Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement,
sections 116J.682, subdivisions 1, 3, 4; 116J.8733; 116J.8748, subdivisions 3, 4, 6; 116L.17, subdivision 1; Laws
2023, chapter 53, article 15, sections 32, subdivision 6; 33, subdivisions 4, 5; repealing Minnesota Statutes 2022,
sections 116J.435, subdivision 5; 116L.17, subdivision 5.

Reported the same back with the following amendments:
Delete everything after the enacting clause and insert:

"Section 1. APPROPRIATION; RIDESHARE DRIVERS FUND PROGRAM.

(a) $2,000,000 in fiscal year 2025 is appropriated from the workforce development fund to the commissioner of
employment and economic development for a rideshare drivers fund program. This appropriation is onetime.

(b) The definitions in Minnesota Statutes, section 65B.472, subdivision 1, apply to this section.

(c) A rideshare drivers fund program is established to make loans to TNC drivers to purchase a personal vehicle
for the purposes of providing rideshare services. The commissioner of employment and economic development
must award grants to community development financial institutions or comparable nonprofit corporations for the
grantees to make loans to TNC drivers.

(d) To qualify for a loan under this section, a TNC driver must:

(1) have been a TNC driver for at least one year prior to the loan application;
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(2) have a household income that does not exceed $80,000;

(3) demonstrate ability to repay the loan;

(4) agree to maintain all legally required vehicle insurance, including personal liability insurance, on the
personal vehicle purchased with the loan;

(5) agree to keep vehicle registration current on the vehicle purchased with the loan; and

(6) agree to any other terms set by the lender.

(e) The rideshare drivers fund program account is created as an account in the special revenue fund. The
commissioner of employment and economic development may exercise the powers in Minnesota Statutes, section
116J.035, subdivision 6, for the purposes of this section, and any gifts, grants, or loans received must be deposited in
the rideshare drivers fund program account. Funds in the rideshare drivers fund program account are appropriated to
the commissioner of employment and economic development for grants under this section.

(f) A grantee under this section may use up to ten percent of the grant for administrative costs. Loans must be
zero interest and no more than $15,000, except that a loan for a wheelchair-accessible vehicle may be up to $20,000.
Loans must have no prepayment penalties and must have flexible collateral requirements compared to traditional
loans. Loans must be for no shorter than six months and no longer than five years. A grantee may set loan terms,
subject to approval by the commissioner of employment and economic development. Repayment on any loans must
be paid by the grantee to the commissioner of employment and economic development for deposit in the rideshare
drivers fund program account.”

Delete the title and insert:

"A bill for an act relating to labor; appropriating money for a rideshare drivers fund program.”

With the recommendation that when so amended the bill be placed on the General Register.

The report was adopted.

SECOND READING OF SENATE BILLS

S. F. No. 4027 was read for the second time.

The following Conference Committee Report was received:

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT ON H. F. No. 4757

A bill for an act relating to cannabis; transferring enforcement of edible cannabinoid products to the Office of
Cannabis Management; clarifying workplace testing for cannabis; making technical changes related to the taxation
of cannabis and related products; replacing medical cannabis licenses with endorsements; establishing a petition
process to designate cannabinoids as nonintoxicating or approved for use in lower-potency hemp edibles;
authorizing lower-potency hemp edibles to contain certain artificially derived cannabinoids created in making delta-9
tetrahydrocannabinol; allowing testing of certain hemp products to be performed by labs meeting accreditation
standards regardless of licensing status; authorizing patients enrolled in the registry program to obtain cannabis
flower from registered designated caregivers; authorizing registered designated caregivers to cultivate cannabis
plants on behalf of patients enrolled in the registry program; authorizing the Office of Cannabis Management to
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recall certain cannabis and related products; transferring the duties of the medical cannabis program to the Office of
Cannabis Management on July 1, 2025; authorizing the appointment of deputy directors; clarifying the process for
transfer of certain licenses; providing for license preapproval; removing the requirement that local governments
perform certain inspections; removing the requirement that license applications be scored based on identified criteria
and requiring that license applications be assessed based on certain minimum criteria; requiring employees of
cannabis businesses to meet certain background check requirements; establishing social equity licenses; limiting the
number of certain licenses that can be made available in an application period; providing for the conversion of a
registration to sell certain hemp-derived products into a hemp business license; providing for a cannabis research
license classification; authorizing the Office of Cannabis Management to adjust limits on cultivation area; permitting
certain businesses to transport cannabis and related products between facilities operated by the business; replacing
the prohibition on certain sales of lower-potency hemp products with a prohibition on selling to an obviously
intoxicated person; providing for enforcement of unlicensed businesses engaging in activities that require a license;
making technical and conforming changes; amending Minnesota Statutes 2022, sections 18K.03, by adding a
subdivision; 152.22, subdivisions 11, 14, by adding a subdivision; 152.25, subdivision 2; 152.27, subdivisions 1, 2,
3, 4, 6, by adding a subdivision; 152.28, subdivision 2; 152.29, subdivision 3; Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement,
sections 3.9224; 120B.215, subdivisions 1, 2, by adding a subdivision; 151.72, subdivisions 1, 2, 4, 5a, 5b, 6, 7;
152.28, subdivision 1; 152.30; 256B.0625, subdivision 13d; 290.0132, subdivision 29; 290.0134, subdivision 19;
295.81, subdivisions 1, 4; 297A.67, subdivision 2; 297A.70, subdivision 2; 342.01, subdivisions 3, 4, 12, 14, 16, 17,
19, 20, 48, 57, 64, 65, 66, by adding subdivisions; 342.02, subdivisions 2, 5, 6; 342.03, subdivision 1; 342.07,
subdivision 3; 342.09, subdivisions 1, 3; 342.10; 342.11; 342.12; 342.13; 342.14; 342.15, subdivisions 1, 2, by
adding a subdivision; 342.16; 342.17; 342.18, subdivisions 2, 3, by adding subdivisions; 342.19, subdivisions 1, 3,
4, 5; 342.22; 342.24, subdivisions 1, 2; 342.28, subdivision 2, by adding a subdivision; 342.29, subdivisions 1, 4;
342.30, subdivision 4; 342.31, subdivision 4; 342.32, subdivision 4; 342.35, subdivision 1; 342.37, subdivision 1;
342.40, subdivision 7; 342.41, subdivisions 1, 3; 342.44, subdivision 1; 342.46, subdivision 6; 342.51; 342.515;
342.52, subdivisions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 11; 342.53; 342.54; 342.55, subdivisions 1, 2; 342.56, subdivisions 1, 2; 342.57,
subdivisions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7; 342.58; 342.60; 342.61, subdivisions 4, 5; 342.62, subdivision 3, by adding
subdivisions; 342.63, subdivisions 2, 3, 4, 6; 342.64, subdivision 1; 342.70, subdivision 3; Laws 2023, chapter 63,
article 1, sections 2; 51; 52; 53; 54; 55; 56; 57; 58; 59; 61; article 6, sections 10; 73; proposing coding for new law
in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 342; repealing Minnesota Statutes 2022, sections 152.22, subdivision 3; 152.36;
Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, sections 342.01, subdivisions 28, 52, 53, 54, 55; 342.27, subdivision 13;
342.29, subdivision 9; 342.47; 342.48; 342.49; 342.50; 342.52, subdivision 8; Laws 2023, chapter 63, article 7,
sections 4; 6.

May 17, 2024
The Honorable Melissa Hortman
Speaker of the House of Representatives

The Honorable Bobby Joe Champion
President of the Senate

We, the undersigned conferees for H. F. No. 4757 report that we have agreed upon the items in dispute and
recommend as follows:

That the Senate recede from its amendments and that H. F. No. 4757 be further amended as follows:
Delete everything after the enacting clause and insert:

"ARTICLE 1
APPROPRIATIONS

Section 1. APPROPRIATIONS.

The sums shown in the columns marked "Appropriations" are added to or, if shown in parentheses, subtracted
from the appropriations in Laws 2023, chapter 63, article 9, to the agencies and for the purposes specified in this
article. The appropriations are from the general fund, or another named fund, and are available for the fiscal years
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indicated for each purpose. The figures "2024" and "2025" used in this article mean that the addition to or
subtraction from the appropriation listed under them is available for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, or June 30,
2025, respectively. "The first year" is fiscal year 2024. "The second year" is fiscal year 2025. Supplemental
appropriations_and reductions to appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, are effective the day
following final enactment.

APPROPRIATIONS
Available for the Year

Ending June 30

2024 2025
Sec. 2. OFFICE OF CANNABIS MANAGEMENT $-0- $5,531,000
Appropriations by Fund
2024 2025
General Fund -0- 3,248,000
State Government
Special Revenue Fund -0- 2,283,000
(a) Enforcement of Temporary Regulations
$1,107,000 in fiscal year 2025 is for regulation of products subject
to the requirements of Minnesota Statutes, section 151.72. This is
a onetime appropriation.
(b) Product Testing
$771,000 in fiscal year 2025 is for testing products requlated under
Minnesota Statutes, section 151.72, and chapter 342. The base for
this appropriation is $690,000 in fiscal year 2026 and each year
thereafter.
(c) Reference Laboratory
$849,000 in fiscal year 2025 is to operate a state reference
laboratory. The base for this appropriation is $632,000 in fiscal
year 2026 and $696,000 in fiscal year 2027.
(d) Medical Cannabis
$521,000 in fiscal year 2025 from the general fund and $2,283,000
in fiscal year 2025 from the state government special revenue fund
are for the operation of the medical cannabis program. These are
onetime appropriations.
Sec. 3. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH $-0- $5,500,000

$5,500,000 in fiscal year 2025 is for the purposes outlined in
Minnesota Statutes, section 342.72.




118TH DAY] SATURDAY, MAY 18, 2024 17407

Sec. 4. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE $-0- $28,000

$28,000 in fiscal year 2025 is for the commissioner of commerce
to administer and enforce Minnesota Statutes, section 325E.21,
subdivision 2¢c. The base for this appropriation is $75,000 in fiscal
year 2026 and each year thereafter.

Sec. 5. ATTORNEY GENERAL.

The general fund base for the attorney general is increased by $941,000 in fiscal year 2026 and $701,000 in
fiscal year 2027 to enforce the Minnesota Consumer Data Privacy Act under Minnesota Statutes, chapter 3250.

Sec. 6. Laws 2023, chapter 63, article 9, section 10, is amended to read:
Sec. 10. HEALTH

Subdivision 1. Total Appropriation $3,300,000 $ 20,252,000
17,525,000

The base for this appropriation is $19;064,000 $17,742,000 in
fiscal year 2026 and each—fiscalyear—thereafter $17,678,000 in
fiscal year 2027.

The amounts that may be spent for each purpose are specified in
the following subdivisions.

Subd. 2. Youth Prevention and Education Program -0- 5,000,000
4,363,000

For administration and grants under Minnesota Statutes, section
144.197, subdivision 1. Of the amount appropriated, $2,863,000 is
for program operations and administration and $1,500,000 is for
grants. The base for this appropriation is $4,534,000 in fiscal year
2026 and $4,470,000 in fiscal year 2027.

Subd. 3. Prevention and Education Grants for Pregnant or -0- 2.000,000
Breastfeeding Individuals 1,788,000

For grants-under a coordinated prevention and education program
for pregnant and breastfeeding individuals under Minnesota
Statutes, section 144.197, subdivision 2. The base for this
appropriation is $1,834,000 beginning in fiscal year 2026.

Subd. 4. Local and Tribal Health Departments -0- 10,000,000

For administration and grants under Minnesota Statutes, section
144.197, subdivision 4. Of the amount appropriated, $1,094,000 is
for administration and $8,906,000 is for grants.
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Subd. 5. Cannabis Data Collection and Biennial Reports
For reports under Minnesota Statutes, section 144.196.

Subd. 6. Administration for Expungement Orders
For administration related to orders issued by the Cannabis
Expungement Board. The base for this appropriation is $71,000 in
fiscal year 2026, $71,000 in fiscal year 2027, $71,000 in fiscal year
2028, $71,000 in fiscal year 2029, and $0 in fiscal year 2030.

Subd. 7. Grants to the Minnesota Poison Control System
For administration and grants under Minnesota Statutes, section

145.93. Of the amount appropriated in fiscal year 2025, $15,000 is
for administration and $795,000 is for grants.

Subd. 8.  Temporary Regulation of Edible Products
Extracted from Hemp

For temporary regulation wunder the health enforcement
consolidation act of edible products extracted from hemp. The
commissioner _may transfer encumbrances and unobligated
amounts to the Office of Cannabis Management for this purpose.
This is a onetime appropriation.

Subd. 9. Testing-

For testing of edible cannabinoid products. The—base—forthis

thereafter- The commissioner may transfer encumbrances and
unobligated amounts to the Office of Cannabis Management for

this purpose.

Sec. 7. Laws 2023, chapter 63, article 9, section 15, subdivision 4, is amended to read:

Subd. 4. Office of Traffic and Safety

(@) The base for this appropriation is $5,000,000 in fiscal year
2026 and each fiscal year thereafter.

(b) $10,000,000 the first year and $5,000,000 the second year are
for the drug evaluation and classification program for drug
recognition evaluator training; additional phlebotomists; drug
recognition training for peace officers, as defined in Minnesota
Statutes, section 626.84, subdivision 1, paragraph (c); and required
continuing education training for drug recognition experts,
program administration, grants to local law enforcement divisions,
and making grants to eligible employers for drug evaluation and
classification training costs of their staff. The commissioner must

493,000

71,000

910,000

1,107,000

719,000

11,485,000

[118TH DAY

493,000

71,000

810,000

6,117,000
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make reasonable efforts to reflect the geographic diversity of the
state in making expenditures under this appropriation. This
appropriation is available until June 30, 2027.

(c) $1,485,000 the first year and $1,117,000 the second year are for
a roadside testing pilot project. These are onetime appropriations.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

Sec. 8. Laws 2023, chapter 63, article 9, section 19, is amended to read:
Sec. 19. APPROPRIATION AND BASE REDUCTIONS.

(a) The commissioner of management and budget must reduce general fund appropriations to the commissioner
of corrections by $165,000 in fiscal year 2024 and $368,000 in fiscal year 2025. The commissioner must reduce the
base for general fund appropriations to the commissioner of corrections by $460,000 in fiscal year 2026 and
$503,000 in fiscal year 2027.

(b) The commissioner of management and budget must reduce general fund appropriations to the commissioner
of health by $260.000 $781,000 in fiscal year 2025 for the administration of the medical cannabis program. The
commissioner must reduce the base for general fund appropriations to the commissioner of health by $781,000 in
fiscal year 2026 and each fiscal year thereafter.

(c) The commissioner of management and budget must reduce state government special revenue fund
appropriations to the commissioner of health by $1,241,000 $3,424,000 in fiscal year 2025 for the administration of
the medical cannabis program. The commissioner must reduce the base for state government special revenue fund
appropriations to the commissioner of health by $3,424,000 in fiscal year 2026 and each fiscal year thereafter.

Sec. 9. Laws 2023, chapter 63, article 9, section 20, is amended to read:
Sec. 20. TRANSFERS.

{2) $1,000,000 in fiscal year 2024 and $1,000,000 in fiscal year 2025 are transferred from the general fund to the
dual training account in the special revenue fund under Minnesota Statutes, section 136A.246, subdivision 10, for
grants to employers in the legal cannabis industry. The base for this transfer is $1,000,000 in fiscal year 2026 and
each fiscal year thereafter. The commissioner may use up to six percent of the amount transferred for administrative
costs. The commissioner shall give priority to applications from employers who are, or who are training employees
who are, eligible to be social equity applicants under Minnesota Statutes, section 342.17. After June 30, 2025, any
unencumbered balance from this transfer may be used for grants to any eligible employer under Minnesota Statutes,
section 136A.246.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.
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ARTICLE 2
CANNABIS POLICY

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 3.9224, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. Definitions. (a) As used in this section, the following terms have the meanings given.

(b) "Medical cannabis law" or "medical cannabis program™ means the regulatory framework for cultivation,
production, distribution, and sale of cannabis to qualifying patients for therapeutic use in the treatment of a
qualifying condition.

(c) "Medical cannabis flower" means cannabis flower approved for sale under the medical cannabis law of a
Minnesota Tribal government or under a compact entered into under this section.

(d) "Medical cannabis product” means a cannabis product approved for sale under the medical cannabis law of a
Minnesota Tribal government or under a compact entered into under this section.

(e) "Medical cannabis business” means a medical cannabis eultivator—processor—or—retaller business with a
medical cannabis endorsement.

(f) "Medical cannabis industry™ means every item, product, person, process, action, business, or other thing or
activity related to medical cannabis flower or medical cannabis products and subject to regulation under the law of a
Minnesota Tribal government or under a compact entered into under this section.

(9) "Cannabis product" means any of the following:

(1) cannabis concentrate;

(2) a product infused with cannabinoids, whether artificially derived, or extracted or derived from cannabis
plants or cannabis flower, including but not limited to tetrahydrocannabinol; or

(3) any other product that contains cannabis concentrate.

(h) "Minnesota Tribal governments” means the following federally recognized Indian Tribes located in
Minnesota:

(1) Bois Forte Band;

(2) Fond Du Lac Band;
(3) Grand Portage Band;
(4) Leech Lake Band,;
(5) Mille Lacs Band;

(6) White Earth Band;
(7) Red Lake Nation;

(8) Lower Sioux Indian Community;
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(9) Prairie Island Indian Community;

(10) Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community; and

(11) Upper Sioux Indian Community.

(i) "Tribal medical cannabis business" means a medical cannabis business licensed by a Minnesota Tribal
government, including the business categories identified in paragraph (e), as well as any others that may be provided
under the law of a Minnesota Tribal government.

(j) "Tribally regulated land" means:

(1) all land held in trust by the United States for the benefit of a Minnesota Tribal government (“trust land");

(2) all land held by a Minnesota Tribal government in restricted fee status; and

(3) all land within the exterior boundaries of the reservation of a Minnesota Tribal government that is subject to
the civil regulatory jurisdiction of the Tribal government. For the purposes of this section, land that is subject to the

civil regulatory jurisdiction of the Tribal government includes:

(i) trust land, or fee land held, including leased land, by the Tribe, entities organized under Tribal law, or
individual Indians; and

(i) land held, including leased land, by non-Indian entities or individuals who consent to the civil regulation of
the Tribal government or are otherwise subject to such regulation under federal law.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 15A.0815, subdivision 2, is amended to read:

Subd. 2. Agency head salaries. The salary for a position listed in this subdivision shall be determined by the
Compensation Council under section 15A.082. The commissioner of management and budget must publish the
salaries on the department's website. This subdivision applies to the following positions:

Commissioner of administration;

Commissioner of agriculture;

Commissioner of education;

Commissioner of children, youth, and families;

Commissioner of commerce;

Commissioner of corrections;

Commissioner of health;

Commissioner, Minnesota Office of Higher Education;

Commissioner, Minnesota IT Services;
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Commissioner, Housing Finance Agency;
Commissioner of human rights;

Commissioner of human services;

Commissioner of labor and industry;
Commissioner of management and budget;
Commissioner of natural resources;
Commissioner, Pollution Control Agency;
Commissioner of public safety;

Commissioner of revenue;

Commissioner of employment and economic development;
Commissioner of transportation;

Commissioner of veterans affairs;

Executive director of the Gambling Control Board;
Executive director of the Minnesota State Lottery;

Executive director of the Office of Cannabis Management;

Commissioner of Iron Range resources and rehabilitation;
Commissioner, Bureau of Mediation Services;

Ombudsman for mental health and developmental disabilities;
Ombudsperson for corrections;

Chair, Metropolitan Council,

Chair, Metropolitan Airports Commission;

School trust lands director;

Executive director of pari-mutuel racing; and

Commissioner, Public Utilities Commission.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.
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Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 18K.03, is amended by adding a subdivision to read:

Subd. 3. Sale to cannabis and hemp businesses. (a) An industrial hemp grower licensed under this chapter
may sell hemp plant parts and propagules to a cannabis business or hemp business licensed under chapter 342.

(b) An industrial hemp processor licensed under this chapter may sell hemp concentrate to a cannabis business or
hemp business licensed under chapter 342.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 151.72, subdivision 1, is amended to read:
Subdivision 1. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the meanings given.

(a) "Artificially derived cannabinoid” means a cannabinoid extracted from a hemp plant or hemp plant parts with
a chemical makeup that is changed after extraction to create a different cannabinoid or other chemical compound by
applying a catalyst other than heat or light. Artificially derived cannabinoid includes but is not limited to any
tetrahydrocannabinol created from cannabidiol.

(b) "Batch™ means a specific quantity of a specific product containing cannabinoids derived from hemp,
including an edible cannabinoid product, that is manufactured at the same time and using the same methods,
equipment, and ingredients that is uniform and intended to meet specifications for identity, strength, purity, and
composition, and that is manufactured, packaged, and labeled according to a single batch production record
executed and documented.

(c) "Certified hemp" means hemp plants that have been tested and found to meet the requirements of chapter
18K and the rules adopted thereunder.

{&) (d) "Distributor" means a person who sells, arranges a sale, or delivers a product containing cannabinoids
derived from hemp, including an edible cannabinoid product, that the person did not manufacture to a retail
establishment for sale to consumers. Distributor does not include a common carrier used only to complete delivery
to a retailer.

€ (e) "Edible cannabinoid product” means any product that is intended to be eaten or consumed as a beverage
by humans, contains a cannabinoid in combination with food ingredients, and is not a drug.

{g) (f) "Hemp" has the meaning given to "industrial hemp" in section 18K.02, subdivision 3.
{h) (9) "Label" has the meaning given in section 151.01, subdivision 18.

€ (h) "Labeling" means all labels and other written, printed, or graphic matter that are:

(1) affixed to the immediate container in which a product regulated under this section is sold;

(2) provided, in any manner, with the immediate container, including but not limited to outer containers,
wrappers, package inserts, brochures, or pamphlets; or

(3) provided on that portion of a manufacturer's website that is linked by a scannable barcode or matrix barcode.
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& (i) "Matrix barcode" means a code that stores data in a two-dimensional array of geometrically shaped dark
and light cells capable of being read by the camera on a smartphone or other mobile device.

& (1) "Nonintoxicating cannabinoid"” means substances extracted from certified hemp plants that do not produce
intoxicating effects when consumed by any route of administration.

(k) "Office" means the director of the Office of Cannabis Management.

(I) "Synthetic cannabinoid™ means a substance with a similar chemical structure and pharmacological activity to
a cannabinoid, but which is not extracted or derived from hemp plants, or hemp plant parts and is instead created or
produced by chemical or biochemical synthesis.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 151.72, subdivision 2, is amended to read:
Subd. 2. Scope. (a) This section applies to the sale of any product that contains cannabinoids extracted from
hemp and that is an edible cannabinoid product or is intended for human or animal consumption by any route of

administration.

(b) This section does not apply to any product dispensed by a registered medical cannabis manufacturer pursuant
to sections 152.22 to 152.37.

(c) The commissioner office must have no authority over food products, as defined in section 34A.01,
subdivision 4, that do not contain cannabinoids extracted or derived from hemp.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 151.72, subdivision 3, is amended to read:

Subd. 3. Sale of cannabinoids derived from hemp. (a) Notwithstanding any other section of this chapter, a
product containing nonintoxicating cannabinoids, including an edible cannabinoid product, may be sold for human
or animal consumption only if all of the requirements of this section are met—provided-that. A product sold for
human or animal consumption dees must not contain more than 0.3 percent of any tetrahydrocannabinol and an
edible cannabinoid product dees must not contain an amount of any tetrahydrocannabinol that exceeds the limits
established in subdivision 5a, paragraph (f).

(b) A product containing nonintoxicating cannabinoids, other than an edible cannabinoid product, may be sold
for human or animal consumption only if it is intended for application externally to a part of the body of a human or
animal. Such a product must not be manufactured, marketed, distributed, or intended to be consumed:

(1) by combustion or vaporization of the product and inhalation of smoke, aerosol, or vapor from the product;

(2) through chewing, drinking, or swallowing; or

(3) through injection or application to a mucous membrane or nonintact skin.
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(c) No other substance extracted or otherwise derived from hemp may be sold for human consumption if the
substance is intended:

(1) for external or internal use in the diagnosis, cure, mitigation, treatment, or prevention of disease in humans or
other animals; or

(2) to affect the structure or any function of the bodies of humans or other animals.

(d) No product containing any cannabinoid or tetrahydrocannabinol extracted or otherwise derived from hemp
may be sold to any individual who is under the age of 21.

(e) Products that meet the requirements of this section are not controlled substances under section 152.02.
(f) Products may be sold for on-site consumption previded-that if all of the following conditions are met:
(1) the retailer must also hold an on-sale license issued under chapter 340A,;

(2) products, other than products that are intended to be consumed as a beverage, must be served in original
packaging, but may be removed from the products' packaging by customers and consumed on site;

(3) products must not be sold to a customer who the retailer knows or reasonably should know is intoxicated;

(4) products must not be permitted to be mixed with an alcoholic beverage; and

(5) products that have been removed from packaging must not be removed from the premises.

() Edible cannabinoid products that are intended to be consumed as a beverage may be served outside of the

products' packaging if the information that is required to be contained on the label of an edible cannabinoid product
is posted or otherwise displayed by the retailer.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 151.72, subdivision 4, is amended to read:

Subd. 4. Testing requirements. (a) A manufacturer of a product regulated under this section must submit
representative samples of each batch of the product to an independent, accredlted Iaboratory in order to certify that
the product complies with the standards a ards adopted by
the ecommissioner office. Testing must be conS|stent Wlth generally accepted mdustry standards for herbal and
botanical substances, and, at a minimum, the testing must confirm that the product:

(1) contains the amount or percentage of cannabinoids that is stated on the label of the product;

(2) does not contain more than trace amounts of any mold, residual solvents or other catalysts, pesticides,
fertilizers, or heavy metals; and

(3) does not contain more than 0.3 percent of any tetrahydrocannabinol.

(b) A manufacturer of a product regulated under this section must disclose all known information regarding
pesticides, fertilizers, solvents, or other foreign materials applied to industrial hemp or added to industrial hemp
during any production or processing stages of any batch from which a representative sample has been sent for
testing, including any catalysts used to create artificially derived cannabinoids. The disclosure must be made to the
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laboratory performing testing or sampling and, upon request, to the commissioner office. The disclosure must
include all information known to the Heensee manufacturer regardless of whether the application or addition was
made intentionally or accidentally, or by the manufacturer or any other person.

(c) Upon the request of the commissioner office, the manufacturer of the product must provide the commissioner
office with the results of the testing required in this section.

(d) The commissioner office may determine that any testing laboratory that does not operate formal management
systems under the International Organization for Standardization is not an accredited laboratory and require that a
representative sample of a batch of the product be retested by a testing laboratory that meets this requirement.

(e) Testing of the hemp from which the nonintoxicating cannabinoid was derived, or possession of a certificate
of analysis for such hemp, does not meet the testing requirements of this section.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 151.72, subdivision 5a, is amended to read:

Subd. 5a. Additional requirements for edible cannabinoid products. (a) In addition to the testing and
labeling requirements under subdivisions 4 and 5, an edible cannabinoid must meet the requirements of this
subdivision.

(b) An edible cannabinoid product must not:

(1) bear the likeness or contain cartoon-like characteristics of a real or fictional person, animal, or fruit that
appeals to children;

(2) be modeled after a brand of products primarily consumed by or marketed to children;

(3) be made by applying an extracted or concentrated hemp-derived cannabinoid to a commercially available
candy or shack food item;

(4) be substantively similar to a meat food product; poultry food product as defined in section 31A.02,
subdivision 10; or a dairy product as defined in section 32D.01, subdivision 7;

(5) contain an ingredient, other than a hemp-derived cannabinoid, that is not approved by the United States Food
and Drug Administration for use in food;

(6) be packaged in a way that resembles the trademarked, characteristic, or product-specialized packaging of any
commercially available food product; or

(7) be packaged in a container that includes a statement, artwork, or design that could reasonably mislead any
person to believe that the package contains anything other than an edible cannabinoid product.

(c) An edible cannabinoid product must be prepackaged in packaging or a container that is child-resistant,
tamper-evident, and opaque or placed in packaging or a container that is child-resistant, tamper-evident, and opaque
at the final point of sale to a customer. The requirement that packaging be child-resistant does not apply to an edible
cannabinoid product that is intended to be consumed as a beverage.
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(d) If an edible cannabinoid product, other than a product that is intended to be consumed as a beverage, is
intended for more than a single use or contains multiple servings, each serving must be indicated by scoring,
wrapping, or other indicators designating the individual serving size that appear on the edible cannabinoid product.
If it is not possible to indicate a single serving by scoring or use of another indicator that appears on the product, the
edible cannabinoid product may not be packaged in a manner that includes more than a single serving in each
container, except that a calibrated dropper, measuring spoon, or similar device for measuring a single serving, when
sold with the product, may be used for any edible cannabinoid products that are intended to be combined with food
or beverage products prior to consumption.

(e) A label containing at least the following information must be affixed to the packaging or container of all
edible cannabinoid products sold to consumers:

(1) the serving size;

(2) the cannabinoid profile per serving and in total;

(3) a list of ingredients, including identification of any major food allergens declared by name; and
(4) the following statement: "Keep this product out of reach of children."

(f) An edible cannabinoid product must not contain more than five milligrams of any tetrahydrocannabinol in a
single serving. An edible cannabinoid product, other than a product that is intended to be consumed as a beverage,
may not contain more than a total of 50 milligrams of any tetrahydrocannabinol per package. An edible cannabinoid
product that is intended to be consumed as a beverage may not contain more than two servings per container.

(9) An edible cannabinoid product may contain delta-8 tetrahydrocannabinol or delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol
that is extracted from hemp plants or hemp plant parts or is an artificially derived cannabinoid. Edible cannabinoid
products are prohibited from containing any other artificially derived cannabinoid, including but not limited to
THC-P, THC-O, and HHC, unless the commissioner office authorizes use of the artificially derived cannabinoid in
edible cannabinoid products. Edible cannabinoid products are prohibited from containing synthetic cannabinoids.

(h) Every person selling edible cannabinoid products to consumers, other than products that are intended to be
consumed as a beverage, must ensure that all edible cannabinoid products are displayed behind a checkout counter
where the public is not permitted or in a locked case.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 151.72, subdivision 5b, is amended to read:

Subd. 5b.  Registration; prohibitions. (a)}-On—erbeforeOctober—1,—2023,—every—person—seling—edible

(a) Every person selling an edible cannabinoid product to a consumer must be registered with the office.
Existing registrations through the Department of Health must be transferred to the office by July 1, 2024. All other
persons required to register must register in a form and manner established by the office. The sale of edible
cannabinoid products by a person who is not registered with the office is prohibited and subject to the penalties in
section 342.09, subdivision 6; any applicable criminal penalty; and any other applicable civil or administrative

penalty.
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(b) The registration form must contain an attestation of compliance and each registrant must affirm that it is
operating and will continue to operate in compliance with the requirements of this section and all other applicable
state and local laws and ordinances.

(c) The eemmissioner-shal office must not charge a fee for registration under this subdivision.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 151.72, subdivision 6, is amended to read:

Subd. 6. Noncompliant products; enforcement. (a) A product regulated under this section, including an
edible cannabinoid product, shall be considered a noncompliant product if the product is offered for sale in this state
or if the product is manufactured, imported, distributed, or stored with the intent to be offered for sale in this state in
violation of any provision of this section, including but not limited to if:

(2) it consists, in whole or in part, of any filthy, putrid, or decomposed substance;

(2) it has been produced, prepared, packed, or held under unsanitary conditions where it may have been rendered
injurious to health, or where it may have been contaminated with filth;

(3) its container is composed, in whole or in part, of any poisonous or deleterious substance that may render the
contents injurious to health;

(4) it contains any food additives, color additives, or excipients that have been found by the FDA to be unsafe
for human or animal consumption;

(5) it contains an amount or percentage of nonintoxicating cannabinoids that is different than the amount or
percentage stated on the label,

(6) it contains more than 0.3 percent of any tetrahydrocannabinol or, if the product is an edible cannabinoid
product, an amount of tetrahydrocannabinol that exceeds the limits established in subdivision 5a, paragraph (f); or

(7) it contains more than trace amounts of mold, residual solvents, pesticides, fertilizers, or heavy metals.

(b) A product regulated under this section shall be considered a noncompliant product if the product's labeling is
false or misleading in any manner or in violation of the requirements of this section.

(c) The eemmissioner office may assume that any product regulated under this section that is present in the state,
other than a product lawfully possessed for personal use, has been manufactured, imported, distributed, or stored
with the intent to be offered for sale in this state if a product of the same type and brand was sold in the state on or
after July 1, 2023, or if the product is in the possession of a person who has sold any product in violation of this
section.

(d) The cemmissioner office may enforce this section, including enforcement against a manufacturer or
distributor of a product regulated under this section, under sections-144.989-t0-144.993 section 342.19.

(e) Fhecommissionermay-enter-into-an-interagency-agreement-with The office ef-CannabisManagementand

may enter into an interagency agreement with the commissioner of agriculture to perform inspections and take other
enforcement actions on behalf of the eemmissioner office.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.
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Sec. 11. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 151.72, subdivision 7, is amended to read:

Subd. 7. Violations; criminal penalties. (a) Netwithstanding-section-144-99subdivisien11; A person who

does any of the following regarding a product regulated under this section is guilty of a gross misdemeanor and may
be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than 364 days or to payment of a fine of not more than $3,000, or both:

(1) knowingly alters or otherwise falsifies testing results;

(2) intentionally alters or falsifies any information required to be included on the label of an edible cannabinoid
product; or

(3) intentionally makes a false material statement to the eommissioner office.

(b) Netwithstanding-section-144-99,-subdivision-11; A person who does any of the following on the premises of

a registered retailer or another business that sells retail goods to customers is guilty of a gross misdemeanor and may
be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than 364 days or to payment of a fine of not more than $3,000, or both:

(1) sells an edible cannabinoid product knowing that the product does not comply with the limits on the amount
or types of cannabinoids that a product may contain;

(2) sells an edible cannabinoid product knowing that the product does not comply with the applicable testing,
packaging, or labeling requirements; or

(3) sells an edible cannabinoid product to a person under the age of 21, except that it is an affirmative defense to
a charge under this clause if the defendant proves by a preponderance of the evidence that the defendant reasonably
and in good faith relied on proof of age as described in subdivision 5c.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 12. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 152.22, subdivision 11, is amended to read:
Subd. 11. Registered designated caregiver. "Registered designated caregiver" means a person who:
(1) is at least 18 years old;

{2)-does-not-have-a-conviction-fora-disqualifyingfelony-offense;

3} (2) has been approved by the cemmissiener office to assist a patient who requires assistance in administering
medical cannabis or obtaining medical cannabis from a distribution facility; and

{4 (3) is authorized by the eommissioner office to assist the patient with the use of medical cannabis.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 13. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 152.22, subdivision 14, is amended to read:

Subd. 14. Qualifying medical condition. "Qualifying medical condition" means either a medical condition for
which an individual's health care practitioner has recommended, approved, or authorized the use of cannabis by that
individual to treat the condition, or a diagnosis of any of the following conditions:

(1) Alzheimer's disease;
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(2) autism spectrum disorder that meets the requirements of the fifth edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual of Mental Disorders published by the American Psychiatric Association;

5 (3) cancer, if the underlying condition or treatment produces one or more of the following:
(i) severe or chronic pain;

(ii) nausea or severe vomiting; or

(iii) cachexia or severe wasting;

(4) chronic motor or vocal tic disorder;

(5) chronic pain;
) (6) glaucoma;

) (7) human immunodeficiency virus or acquired immune deficiency syndrome;

(8) intractable pain as defined in section 152.125, subdivision 1, paragraph (c);

(9) obstructive sleep apnea;

(10) post-traumatic stress disorder;

) (11) Tourette's syndrome;

5} (12) amyotrophic lateral sclerosis;

{6} (13) seizures, including those characteristic of epilepsy;

A (14) severe and persistent muscle spasms, including those characteristic of multiple sclerosis;
£8) (15) inflammatory bowel disease, including Crohn's disease;

(16) irritable bowel syndrome;

(17) obsessive-compulsive disorder;

(18) sickle cell disease; or

{9} (19) terminal illness, with a probable life expectancy of under one year, if the illness or its treatment
produces one or more of the following:

(i) severe or chronic pain;

(ii) nausea or severe vomiting; or

(iii) cachexia or severe wasting:-of

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.
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Sec. 14. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 152.22, is amended by adding a subdivision to read:

Subd. 19. Veteran. "Veteran" means an individual who satisfies the requirements in section 197.447.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 15. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 152.25, subdivision 2, is amended to read:

Subd. 2. Range of compounds and dosages; report. The eemmissioner office shall review and publicly report
the existing medical and scientific literature regarding the range of recommended dosages for each qualifying
condition and the range of chemical compositions of any plant of the genus cannabis that will likely be medically
beneficial for each of the qualifying medical conditions. The eommissioner office shall make this information
available to patients with qualifying medical conditions beginning December 1, 2014, and update the information
annually every three years. The commissioner office may consult with the independent laboratory under contract
with the manufacturer or other experts in reporting the range of recommended dosages for each qualifying medical
condition, the range of chemical compositions that will likely be medically beneficial, and any risks of noncannabis
drug interactions. The commissioner office shall consult with each manufacturer on an annual basis on medical
cannabis offered by the manufacturer. The list of medical cannabis offered by a manufacturer shall be published on
the Department-of-Health Office of Cannabis Management website.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 16. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 152.27, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. Patient registry program; establishment. (&} The commissioner office shall establish a patient

registry program to evaluate data on patient demographics, effective treatment options, clinical outcomes, and
quality-of-life outcomes for the purpose of reporting on the benefits, risks, and outcomes regarding patients with a
qualifying medical condition engaged in the therapeutic use of medical cannabis.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 17. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 152.27, subdivision 2, is amended to read:
Subd. 2. Cemmissioner Office duties. (a) The commissioner office shall:

(1) give notice of the program to health care practitioners in the state who are eligible to serve as health care
practitioners and explain the purposes and requirements of the program;

(2) allow each health care practitioner who meets or agrees to meet the program's requirements and who requests
to participate, to be included in the registry program to collect data for the patient registry;

(3) provide explanatory information and assistance to each health care practitioner in understanding the nature of
therapeutic use of medical cannabis within program requirements;
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(4) create and provide a certification to be used by a health care practitioner for the practitioner to certify

whether a patrent has been dragnosed with a qualrfylng medrcal condltlon and—meledenﬁheeert#rea&renanepﬂen

(5) supervise the participation of the health care practitioner in conducting patient treatment and health records
reporting in a manner that ensures stringent security and record-keeping requirements and that prevents the
unauthorized release of private data on individuals as defined by section 13.02;

(6) develop safety criteria for patients with a qualifying medical condition as a requirement of the patient's
participation in the program, to prevent the patient from undertaking any task under the influence of medical
cannabis that would constitute negligence or professional malpractice on the part of the patient; and

(7) conduct research and studies based on data from health records submitted to the registry program and submit
reports on intermediate or final research results to the legislature and major scientific journals. The commissioner
office may contract with a third party to complete the requirements of this clause. Any reports submitted must
comply with section 152.28, subdivision 2.

(b) The eemmlssrener office may add a dellvery method under sectlon 152.22, subdivision 6, eradd,—+removeor
y upon a petition from a member of the
Councrl under sectlon 342 03

the commissioner offlce wrshes to add a delrvery method under sectron 152 22, subdlvrsron 6 er—add—epremeve—a
guatifying-medical-condition-under-section-152.22,subdivision-14; the commissioner office must notify the chairs

and ranking minority members of the legislative policy committees having jurisdiction over health and public safety
of the addition er+emeval and the reasons for its addition erremeval, including any written comments received by
the eemmissioner office from the public and any guidance received from the task-force-on-medical-cannabis-research
Cannabis Advisory Council under section 342.03, by January 15 of the year in which the commissioner office
wishes to make the change. The change shall be effective on August 1 of that year, unless the legislature by law
provides otherwise.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 18. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 152.27, subdivision 3, is amended to read:

Subd. 3. Patient application. (a) The ecommissioner office shall develop a patient application for enrollment
into the registry program. The application shall be available to the patient and given to health care practitioners in
the state who are eligible to serve as health care practitioners. The application must include:

(1) the name, mailing address, and date of birth of the patient;

(2) the name, mailing address, and telephone number of the patient's health care practitioner;

(3) the name, mailing address, and date of birth of the patient's designated caregiver, if any, or the patient's
parent, legal guardian, or spouse if the parent, legal guardian, or spouse will be acting as a caregiver;
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(4) a copy of the certification from the patient's health care practitioner that is dated within 90 days prior to
submitting the application that certifies that the patient has been diagnosed with a qualifying medical condition; and

(5) all other signed affidavits and enrollment forms required by the ecommissioner office under sections 152.22 to
152.37, including, but not limited to, the disclosure form required under paragraph {¢} (b).

(e} (b) The commissioner office shall develop a disclosure form and require, as a condition of enroliment, all
patients to sign a copy of the disclosure. The disclosure must include:

(1) a statement that, notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the commissioner office, or an employee of any
state agency, may not be held civilly or criminally liable for any injury, loss of property, personal injury, or death
caused by any act or omission while acting within the scope of office or employment under sections 152.22 to
152.37; and

(2) the patient's acknowledgment that enrollment in the patient registry program is conditional on the patient's
agreement to meet all of the requirements of sections 152.22 to 152.37.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 19. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 152.27, is amended by adding a subdivision to read:

Subd. 3a. Application procedure for veterans. (a) Beginning July 1, 2024, the office shall establish an
alternative certification procedure for veterans to enroll in the reqgistry program.

(b) The office may request that a patient who is a veteran and is seeking to enroll in the registry program submit
to the office a copy of the patient's veteran identification card and an attestation that the veteran has been diagnosed
with a qualifying medical condition listed in section 152.22, subdivision 14, clauses (1) to (19).

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 20. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 152.27, subdivision 4, is amended to read:

Subd. 4. Registered designated caregiver. (a) The commissioner office shall register a designated caregiver
for a patient if the patient requires assistance in administering medical cannabis or obtaining medical cannabis from
a distribution facility and the caregiver has agreed, in writing, to be the patient's designated caregiver. As a
condition of registration as a designated caregiver, the eemmissioner office shall require the person to:

(1) be at least 18 years of age;

(2) agree to only possess the patient's medical cannabis for purposes of assisting the patient; and

(3) agree that if the application is approved, the person will not be a registered designated caregiver for more
than six registered patients at one time. Patients who reside in the same residence shall count as one patient.
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{e)} (b) Nothing in sections 152.22 to 152.37 shall be construed to prevent a person registered as a designated
caregiver from also being enrolled in the registry program as a patient and possessing and using medical cannabis as
a patient.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 21. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 152.27, subdivision 6, is amended to read:

Subd. 6. Patient enrollment. (a) After receipt of a patient's application-applicationfees; and signed disclosure,
the eemmissioner office shall enroll the patient in the registry program and issue the patient and patient's registered
designated caregiver or parent, legal guardian, or spouse, if applicable, a registry verification. The commissioner
office shall approve or deny a patient's application for participation in the registry program within 30 days after the

eemmmsrener offlce receives the patlents appllcatlon and—appl%aﬂeh—fee—'me—eemn%stener—may—appmve

patlents enrollment in the reglstry program shaII only be denled |f the patlent

(1) does not have certification from a health care practitioner or, if the patient is a veteran, does not have the
documentation requested by the office under subdivision 3a that the patient has been diagnosed with a qualifying
medical condition;

(2) has not signed and returned the disclosure form required under subdivision 3, paragraph (c), to the
commissioner office;

(3) does not provide the information required;
(4) has previously been removed from the registry program for violations of section 152.30 or 152.33; or
(5) provides false information.

(b) The eemmissioner office shall give written notice to a patient of the reason for denying enrollment in the
registry program.

(c) Denial of enrollment into the registry program is considered a final decision of the cemmissioner office and
is subject to judicial review under the Administrative Procedure Act pursuant to chapter 14.

(d) A patient's enrollment in the registry program may only be revoked upon the death of the patient or if a
patient violates a requirement under section 152.30 or 152.33.

(e) The commissioner office shall develop a registry verification to provide to the patient, the health care
practitioner identified in the patient's application, and to the manufacturer. The registry verification shall include:

(1) the patient's name and date of birth;
(2) the patient registry number assigned to the patient; and

(3) the name and date of birth of the patient's registered designated caregiver, if any, or the name of the patient's
parent, legal guardian, or spouse if the parent, legal guardian, or spouse will be acting as a caregiver.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.
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Sec. 22. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 152.28, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. Health care practitioner duties. (a) Prior to a patient's enrollment in the registry program, a
health care practitioner shall:

(1) determine, in the health care practitioner's medical judgment, whether a patient suffers from a qualifying
medical condition, and, if so determined, provide the patient with a certification of that diagnosis;

(2) advise patients, registered designated caregivers, and parents, legal guardians, or spouses who are acting as
caregivers of the existence of any nonprofit patient support groups or organizations;

(3) provide explanatory information from the commissioner office to patients with qualifying medical
conditions, including disclosure to all patients about the experimental nature of therapeutic use of medical cannabis;
the possible risks, benefits, and side effects of the proposed treatment; the application and other materials from the
commissiener office; and provide patients with the Tennessen warning as required by section 13.04, subdivision 2; and

(4) agree to continue treatment of the patient's qualifying medical condition and report medical findings to the
commissioner office.

(b) Upon notification from the eermwmissioner office of the patient's enrollment in the registry program, the health
care practitioner shall:

(1) participate in the patient registry reporting system under the guidance and supervision of the ecommissiener office;

(2) report health records of the patient throughout the ongoing treatment of the patient to the eemmissioner
office in a manner determined by the commissioner and in accordance with subdivision 2;

(3) determine, en-a-yrearly-basis every three years, if the patient continues to suffer from a qualifying medical
condition and, if so, issue the patient a new certification of that diagnosis; and

(4) otherwise comply with all requirements developed by the commissioner office.

(c) A health care practitioner may utilize telehealth, as defined in section 62A.673, subdivision 2, for
certifications and recertifications.

(d) Nothing in this section requires a health care practitioner to participate in the registry program.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 23. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 152.28, subdivision 2, is amended to read:

Subd. 2. Data. Data collected on patients by a health care practitioner and reported to the patient registry,
including data on patients who are veterans, are health records under section 144.291, and are private data on
individuals under section 13.02, but may be used or reported in an aggregated, nonidentifiable form as part of a
scientific, peer-reviewed publication of research conducted under section 152.25 or in the creation of summary data,
as defined in section 13.02, subdivision 19.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.
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Sec. 24. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 152.29, subdivision 3, is amended to read:

Subd. 3. Manufacturer; distribution. (a) A manufacturer shall require that employees licensed as pharmacists
pursuant to chapter 151 be the only employees to give final approval for the distribution of medical cannabis to a
patient. A manufacturer may transport medical cannabis or medical cannabis products that have been cultivated,
harvested, manufactured, packaged, and processed by that manufacturer to another registered manufacturer for the
other manufacturer to distribute.

(b) A manufacturer may distribute medical cannabis products, whether or not the products have been
manufactured by that manufacturer.

(c) Prior to distribution of any medical cannabis, the manufacturer shall:

(1) verify that the manufacturer has received the registry verification from the eemmissioner office for that
individual patient;

(2) verify that the person requesting the distribution of medical cannabis is the patient, the patient's registered
designated caregiver, or the patient's parent, legal guardian, or spouse listed in the registry verification using the
procedures described in section 152.11, subdivision 2d;

(3) assign a tracking number to any medical cannabis distributed from the manufacturer;

(4) ensure that any employee of the manufacturer licensed as a pharmacist pursuant to chapter 151 has consulted
with the patient to determine the proper dosage for the individual patient after reviewing the ranges of chemical
compositions of the medical cannabis and the ranges of proper dosages reported by the cemmissioner office. For
purposes of this clause, a consultation may be conducted remotely by secure videoconference, telephone, or other
remote means, so long as the employee providing the consultation is able to confirm the identity of the patient and
the consultation adheres to patient privacy requirements that apply to health care services delivered through

telehealth A pharmamst consultatlon under thls clause is net—requ#ed—when«@\_manuiae&wep%mbuuﬂgumemw

phama%eehmem nly reguwed

(i) if the patient is purchasing the medical cannabis flower or medical cannabinoid product for the first time;

(ii) if the patient purchases medical cannabis flower or a medical cannabinoid product that the patient must
administer using a different method than the patient's previous method of administration;

(iii) if the patient purchases medical cannabis flower or a medical cannabinoid product with a cannabinoid
concentration of at least double the patient's prior dosage; or

(iv) upon the request of the patient; and

(5) properly package medical cannabis in compliance with the United States Poison Prevention Packing Act
regarding child-resistant packaging and exemptions for packaging for elderly patients, and label distributed medical
cannabis with a list of all active ingredients and individually identifying information, including:

(i) the patient's name and date of birth;

(ii) the name and date of birth of the patient's registered designated caregiver or, if listed on the registry
verification, the name of the patient's parent or legal guardian, if applicable;
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(iii) the patient's registry identification number;
(iv) the chemical composition of the medical cannabis; and

(v) the dosage;and

(d) A manufacturer shall require any employee of the manufacturer who is transporting medical cannabis or
medical cannabis products to a distribution facility or to another registered manufacturer to carry identification
showing that the person is an employee of the manufacturer.

(e) A manufacturer shall distribute medical cannabis in dried raw cannabis form only to a patient age 21 or older,
or to the registered designated caregiver, parent, legal guardian, or spouse of a patient age 21 or older.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 25. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 152.30, is amended to read:
152.30 PATIENT DUTIES.

(a) A patient shall apply to the commissioner office for enrollment in the registry program by submitting an

application as required in section 152.27 and-an-annualregistrationfee-as-determined-undersection-152.35.
(b) As a condition of continued enrollment, patients shall agree to:

(1) continue to receive regularly scheduled treatment for their qualifying medical condition from their health
care practitioner; and

(2) report changes in their qualifying medical condition to their health care practitioner.
(c) A patient shall only receive medical cannabis from a registered manufacturer or Tribal medical cannabis
program but is not required to receive medical cannabis products from only a registered manufacturer or Tribal

medical cannabis program.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2024.

Sec. 26. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 181.950, subdivision 10, is amended to read:
Subd. 10. Positive test result. "Positive test result” means a finding of the presence of drugs, cannabis, alcohol,
or their metabolites in the sample tested in levels at or above the threshold detection levels contained in the

standards of one of the programs listed in section 181.953, subdivision 1.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.
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Sec. 27. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 181.951, subdivision 4, is amended to read:

Subd. 4. Random testing. An employer may request or require employees to undergo cannabis testing ef and
drug and alcohol testing on a random selection basis only if (1) they are employed in safety-sensitive positions, or
(2) they are employed as professional athletes if the professional athlete is subject to a collective bargaining
agreement permitting random testing but only to the extent consistent with the collective bargaining agreement.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

Sec. 28. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 181.951, subdivision 5, is amended to read:

Subd. 5. Reasonable suspicion testing. An employer may request or require an employee to undergo cannabis
testing and drug and alcohol testing if the employer has a reasonable suspicion that the employee:

(1) is under the influence of drugs, cannabis, or alcohol;

(2) has violated the employer's written work rules prohibiting the use, possession, impairment, sale, or transfer of
drugs or alcohol, cannabis flower, cannabis products, lower-potency hemp edibles, or hemp-derived consumer
products while the employee is working or while the employee is on the employer's premises or operating the
employer's vehicle, machinery, or equipment, provided if the work rules are in writing and contained in the
employer's written cannabis testing or drug and alcohol testing policy;

(3) has sustained a personal injury, as that term is defined in section 176.011, subdivision 16, or has caused
another employee to sustain a personal injury; or

(4) has caused a work-related accident or was operating or helping to operate machinery, equipment, or vehicles
involved in a work-related accident.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

Sec. 29. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 181.951, subdivision 8, is amended to read:

Subd. 8. Limitations on cannabis testing. (a) An employer must not request or requwe a job applicant to
undergo cannabis testing y 3 annabis as a condition of
employment unless otherwise requwed by state or federal law.

(b) Unless otherwise required by state or federal law, an employer must not refuse to hire a job applicant solely
because the job applicant submits to a cannabis test or a drug and alcohol test authorized by this section and the
results of the test indicate the presence of cannabis.

(c) An employer must not request or require an employee or job applicant to undergo cannabis testing on an
arbitrary or capricious basis.

(d) Cannabis testing authorized under paragraph—{d} this section must comply with the safeguards for testing
employees provided in sections 181.953 and 181.954.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.
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Sec. 30. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 181.952, as amended by Laws 2023, chapter 63, article 6, section 38,
is amended to read:

181.952 POLICY CONTENTS; PRIOR WRITTEN NOTICE.

Subdivision 1. Contents of the policy. An employer's drug and alcohol and cannabis testing policy must, at a
minimum, set forth the following information:

(1) the employees or job applicants subject to testing under the policy;
(2) the circumstances under which drug or alcohol and cannabis testing may be requested or required;

(3) the right of an employee or job applicant to refuse to undergo drug and alcohol and cannabis testing and the
consequences of refusal;

(4) any disciplinary or other adverse personnel action that may be taken based on a confirmatory test verifying a
positive test result on an initial screening test;

(5) the right of an employee or job applicant to explain a positive test result on a confirmatory test or request and
pay for a confirmatory retest; and

(6) any other appeal procedures available.

Subd. 2. Notice. An employer shall provide written notice of its drug and alcohol testing and cannabis testing
policy to all affected employees upon adoption of the policy, to a previously nonaffected employee upon transfer to
an affected position under the policy, and to a job applicant upon hire and before any testing of the applicant if the
job offer is made contingent on the applicant passing drug and alcohol testing. An employer shall also post notice in
an appropriate and conspicuous location on the employer's premises that the employer has adopted a drug and
alcohol testing and cannabis testing policy and that copies of the policy are available for inspection during regular
business hours by its employees or job applicants in the employer's personnel office or other suitable locations.

Subd. 3. Cannabis peliey work rules. (a) Unless otherwise provided by state or federal law, an employer is
not required to permit or accommodate cannabis flower, cannabis product, lower-potency hemp edible, or
hemp-derived consumer product use, possession, impairment, sale, or transfer while an employee is working or
while an employee is on the employer's premises or operating the employer's vehicle, machinery, or equipment.

(b) An employer may only enact and enforce written work rules prohibiting cannabis flower, cannabis product,
lower-potency hemp edible, and hemp-derived consumer product use, possession, impairment, sale, or transfer while
an employee, is working or while an employee is on the employer's premises or operating the employer's vehicle,
machinery, or equipment in a written policy that contains the minimum information required by this section.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

Sec. 31. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 181.954, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. Privacy limitations. A laboratory may only disclose to the employer test result data regarding
the presence or absence of drugs, cannabis, alcohol, or their metabolites in a sample tested.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.
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Sec. 32. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 290.0132, subdivision 29, is amended to read:

Subd. 29. Disallowed section 280E expenses; cannabis licensees. The amount of expenses of a medical
e&mqabis—busmess license holder as defined under sectlon 342.01, subdivision 53 48, related to the busmess of

nenmedwal—eanmundemhat—ehapter— annabls or hemg and not aIIowed for federal income tax purposes under
section 280E of the Internal Revenue Code is a subtraction.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

Sec. 33. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 290.0134, subdivision 19, is amended to read:

Subd. 19. Disallowed section 280E expenses; cannabis licensees. The amount of expenses of a medical
eannabis—baaﬂess license holder as defined under sectlon 342.01, subdivision 53 48, related to the busmess of

nenmedieaLeannabi&uﬂdepmat—ehapter— annabls or hemg and not aIIowed for federal income tax purposes under
section 280E of the Internal Revenue Code is a subtraction.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

Sec. 34. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 295.81, subdivision 4, is amended to read:

Subd. 4. Exemptions. (a) The use tax imposed under subdivision 3, paragraph (a), does not apply to the
possession, use, or storage of taxable cannabis products if (1) the taxable cannabis products have an aggregate cost
in any calendar month to the customer of $100 or less, and (2) the taxable cannabis products were carried into this
state by the customer.

(b) The tax imposed under this section does not apply to sales of medical items purchased by or for a patient
enrolled in the registry program, including medical cannabis flower, medical cannabinoid products, or medical
cannabis paraphernalia.

(c) Unless otherwise specified in this section, the exemptions applicable to taxes imposed under chapter 297A
are not applicable to the taxes imposed under this section.

(d) The tax imposed under this section does not apply to:

(1) sales made in-thdian-country-as-defined-in-United-States-Code-title-18;section-1151 on Tribally regulated

land as defined in section 3.9228, subdivision 1, by a cannabis business licensed by a Minnesota Tribal government,
as defined in section 3.9228, subdivision 1, paragraph (f); or

(2) use tax owed on taxabl