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February 18, 2023

Dear Senator Morrison and Representative Her,

On behalf of the Minnesota Leadership Council on Aging, | write to thank you
for bringing forward SF1640/HF1596. The mission of the Leadership Council
members is to create communities and systems that support aging with
dignity and a spirit of well-being in Minnesota. To that end, we believe that
the time is now for Minnesota to take the next steps to fully implement the
Program for All Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) as a proven model of
care for delivering services to frail older adults.

Our coalition of leading organizations are hopeful that Minnesota can join
the 30+ states that currently have PACE programs. PACE is as an innovative
model enabling individuals age 55+ needing a nursing home level of care to
live at home or as independently as possible. The PACE philosophy is
centered on the belief that it is better for frail individuals and their families
to be served in the community whenever possible. Although all PACE
participants are eligible for nursing home care, 95 percent continue to live at
home. PACE programs coordinate and provide all needed preventive,
primary, acute, and long-term care services so older individuals can continue
living in the community. Through PACE, today’s fragmented health care
financing and delivery systems come together to serve the unique needs of
people in a way that makes sense to our older adults, their caregivers, health
care providers and policymakers.

Research has also shown that PACE saves taxpayer dollars through a lower-
cost model of care that has proven effective at preventing hospitalizations
and rehospitalizations and helps to support and improve family caregiving.

As Minnesota is now home to one million seniors, we ask your support for
PACE and other innovative models that support older adults and caregivers in
our communities. Again, we thank you for your leadership to fully implement
PACE in our state.

Respectfully submitted,

Executive Director
Minnesota Leadership Council on Aging



Minnesota Leadership Council on Aging
Delegates Supporting SF1640/HF1596:

Cathy McLeer, State Director
AARP Minnesota

Susan Parriott, Chief Executive Officer
Alzheimer’s Association MN/ND

Nona Ferguson, Vice President, Economic Stability
and Aging Services, Amherst H. Wilder Foundation

Patti Cullen, President and CEO
Care Providers of Minnesota

Ann Bailey, President
DARTS

Beth Wiggins, Director of Caregiving and Aging
Services, FamilyMeans

James Falvey, Executive Director
Friends & Co.

Jonathan Palmer, Executive Director
Hallie Q. Brown Community Center

Ruth Hampton Olkon, Chief Executive Officer
Jewish Family Services of St. Paul

Mary McKeown, President and CEO
Keystone Community Services

Kari Thurlow, President and CEO
LeadingAge Minnesota

Carol Lundquist, Executive Director
Living at Home Network

Roxanne Jenkins, Associate Vice President for
Services for Older Adults, Lutheran Social Service
of Minnesota

Jarrod Peterson, Public Policy Chair
Minneapolis Area Senior Workers Association
and St. Paul Senior Workers Association

Dawn Simonson, President and CEO, Trellis
Minnesota Association of Area Agencies on Aging

Heidi Holste, Executive Director, Minnesota
Association of Geriatrics Inspired Clinicians

Amanda Vickstrom, Executive Director
Minnesota Elder Justice Center

Tom Hyder, Interim Executive Director
Minnesota Gerontological Society

Kathy Messerli, Executive Director
Minnesota Home Care Association

Jessica Hausauer, Executive Director
Minnesota Network of Hospice and Palliative Care

Phil Duran, Senior Advocate, Aging and Gender
Care Access, Rainbow Health

Deb Taylor, Chief Executive Officer
Senior Community Services

Jane Pederson, Chief Medical Quality Officer
Stratis Health

Joe Gaugler, Robert L. Kane Endowed Chair in LTC
and Aging, University of Minnesota

Kate Grathwol, President and CEO
Vision Loss Resources

Vickie Snyder, Chair, Board of Directors
Vital Aging Network

Julie Manworren, President and CEO
Volunteers of America — MN/WI
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