
House Water Division 
Overview of Soil and Water Conservation Districts 

Metro SWCDs 
 

February 4, 2019 





Washington 
Conservation 

District Mission 
Statement 

 
 To enhance, protect, and 

preserve the natural 
resources of Washington 

County through 
conservation projects, 

technical guidance, and 
educational services to 

cit izens and local 
government 

Elected Board of Supervisors 

The WCD is a special purpose local unit of government dedicated to 
the conservation of soil and water resources in Washington County 

 

Created in 1942 



Collaborate with Landowners and Other Local 
Units of Government 
SWCD/Watershed Administration 
Strategic and Watershed Planning 
Prioritizing and Targeting Implementation 
Water & Conservation Practices Monitoring 
Education and Outreach 
Urban & Rural Conservation Technical 
Assistance  
Habitat Enhancement and Management 
Land Protection 
Conservation Practices Maintenance 
Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention 
Wetland Conservation Act 

What do Metro SWCDs Do?  



MONITORING 

Monitoring Lakes, 
Streams, and 
Stormwater 



Conducting Science 
– Track ing Water 

Quality Trends 



Prioritizing and 
Targeting 

Implementation 

New Pond 

Rain 
Garden 

Pond Outlet 
Modification 



Investigating 
Conservation 
Opportunities 



Education 
Partnerships 

http://www.mnwcd.org/adoptaraingarden


Monitoring 
Streams w ith 

High Schoolers 



One-on-one Support 
to Landowners 



Workshops for 
Urban 

Landowners 



Workshops for 
Farmers 



Trainings for 
Elected Officials 



Shared Booth at 
the Fair 



Education for Future 
Landowners 



Collaborating w ith 
Private Sector 



Working w ith 
Contractors 



Working w ith Farmers to 
Protect the St. Croix River and 

other Valuable Resources 



Learning from 
Innovative Producers 



Building innovative  
stormwater management 

practices 



Building innovative  
stormwater management 

practices 



Building LARGE innovative  
stormwater management 

practices 



Installing 
shoreline 

stabilization 



Big River 
Stabilization 



Restoring and 
Managing Habitat 



Habitat 
Management & 

Mutually 
Beneficial 

Collaborations 



Tracking and 
Maintaining 

Conservation 
Practices 



Preventing the 
spread of 

Aquatic Invasive 
Species 



Protecting 
High Quality 

Wetlands 



Working w ith 
Diverse Audience 



Creating Beautiful 
Projects 



In Urban and Rural 
Landscapes 



To Protect our 
Cherished Natural 

Resources 



Questions? 
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