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Our Urban and Community Forest



A Statewide Problem



A Predictable Natural Disaster?

Scar from 2011 tornado, Google Earth, 2019



EAB in North America

USDA, 2021



Tree Benefits as Green Infrastructure



Tree Benefits as Green Infrastructure

Stormwater, 

$52.69

Electricity,

$18.89

Air

Quality, 

$9.34

Property value, 

$44.44

Natural Gas, 

$33.84

CO2, $6.10

From the National Tree Benefits Calculator, www.treebenefits.com/calculator

A 18” DBH (diameter at breast height)

ash tree provides benefits of $165 per year





The Plan Forward

• Provide assistance in the form of matching 
grants to cities and towns to allow access to 
all the tools necessary to mitigate the effects 
of EAB-$8.5 million/year. 

• Support sustained urban and community 
forestry funding to create a more resilient 
urban and community forest for the future-
$2 million/year.

• Support research efforts to protect our 
northern black ash stands.

• Incentivize wood utilization to adhere to 
climate change goals. 

Urban ash re-use, Rochester, MN Photo: 

Jeff Haberman


