Resolution No. 2025-66

Moved by Evansky
Seconded by Roberts

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING SUBURBAN TRANSIT PROVIDERS

WHEREAS, the City of Victoria is currently served by Southwest Transit, a high-performing, locally
governed transit agency;

WHEREAS, Southwest Transit has been consistently recognized for its efficiency, innovation, and
customer satisfaction, and has successfully adapted service levels and innovations to meet the unique
needs of southwest suburban communities;

WHEREAS, the opt-out transit model has allowed cities like Victoria to maintain local oversight, ensuring
accountability, flexibility, and a direct connection to the residents who rely on and fund the service;

WHEREAS, a proposal under consideration of the Minnesota Legislature aims to eliminate suburban
transit agencies and consolidate transit operations under Metro Transit, effectively removing local control
and potentially diminishing service quality and responsiveness for suburban communities;

WHEREAS, a one-size-fits-all regional model could limit the ability of Southwest Transit to respond to
changing demographics, employment patterns, and ridership preferences in communities like Victoria;

WHEREAS, local control is essential for ensuring responsible use of taxpayer dollars, timely innovation,
and equitable service tailored to specific community needs;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Victoria:

We encourage the Minnesota Legislature, the Governor, and the Metropolitan Council to continue working
in partnership with suburban transit communities to preserve and strengthen a transit system that respects
local governance, builds on past success, and reflects the diverse needs of the region.

RESULT: Motion carried unanimously 5-0
Mayor McMillan, Council Member Evansky, Council Member Pederson, Council

Ayes: Member Reiff and Council Member Roberts

This Resolution is adopted by the City of Victoria and approved by the Mayor this 13 day of October 2025
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Debra Mchillan, Mayor

Claudia Ettesvold, City Clerk
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