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Minnesota Agriculture: An Economic Cornerstone

Agriculture is a Cornerstone of Minnesota’s Economy

• Farmland = 25.4 million acres 

• 67,500 farms

• Average size 376 acres

• Supports 430,000 jobs 

• $16.7 billion in ag marketing

• $8.85 billion crop sector

• $7.85 billion livestock sector



Minnesota Agriculture: An Economic Cornerstone

National Rankings

1st in turkeys raised, sugar beets

2nd in hogs, dry beans 

3rd in oats, soybeans, spring wheat

4th in corn, total value of ag exports

5th in meat animals, crop production, total ag production

6th in livestock production



Monitoring Minnesota’s Drought

• Minnesota has been experiencing one of 
the worst droughts in decades

• In mid-August, nearly 90% of the state was 
under severe drought conditions

• MDA Response:

• Connecting livestock producers with those 
selling hay inside and outside of Minnesota

• Relaying information and resources from 
federal partners and other state agencies

• Providing financial and mental health 
resources 

• Opening the Rural Finance Authority Disaster 
Recovery Loan Program



Monitoring Today’s Challenges

• Input cost

• Labor/Trucking

• COVID-19

• Foreign Animal Diseases



Dicamba Herbicide

• Annual totals for alleged dicamba off-site movement complaints:

• 2021: 304 reports 

• 2020: 128 reports

• 2019: 20 reports

• 2018: 51 reports

• 2017: 249 reports

• Minnesota-specific 2022 restrictions:

• Cutoff date: Do not apply south of interstate 94 after June 12. Do not apply north of interstate 94 
after June 30.

• Cutoff Temperature: Do not apply if the air temperature of the field at the time of application is 
over 85°F



Dicamba Herbicide

• All three registrants have submitted a supplemental label to the EPA for 
approval

• The MDA has issued conditional product registrations with state-specific 
restriction. These will take full effect with EPA approval.

• While the EPA conducts its review, The MDA is allowing registrants to sell and 
distribute their products in Minnesota.



Groundwater Protection Rule Map Update

• The Rule requires publication of a map of 
fall nitrogen fertilizer restrictions annually 
on January 15

• Using an updated mapping process, 
changes have been made that will take 
effect September 2022:

• Added 248,433 cropland acres

• Added 603,654 non-cropland acres

• Removed 4,659 cropland acres

• Removed 20,506 non-cropland acres

• The new acres are scattered across the 
state and are generally adjacent or close to 
areas that were previously identified as 
vulnerable



Pipeline Foods Bankruptcy

• Pipeline Foods, LLC filed on July 8, 2021, for relief under Chapter 11 of the 
Bankruptcy Code in the United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware

• An active investigation continues - just over 30 claims have been received totaling 
close to $5.5 million

• The claim period closed on Jan. 4, 2022

• The facility, in accordance with the law, held a $500,000 bond with the MDA

• The facility is still navigating bankruptcy and liquidation. Some producers may be 
entitled to 100% repayment for loads delivered within 20 days of bankruptcy filing.

• The remainder will likely see less than 2% repayment on all other deliveries



Emergency Preparedness & Response

• A response to a Foreign Animal Disease 
is complex:

• Biosecurity and quarantines

• Wildlife and vector control

• Health safety and awareness

• Surveillance and diagnostics

• Information management

• Depopulation and disposal

• Regionalization

• Communications

• Preparedness and partnerships
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Thom Petersen
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2022 Legislative Update

Dr. Beth Thompson| State Veterinarian



The Very Brief Overview of the Board of Animal Health

• Six-member Board. Two current vacancies.

• Oversee livestock and companion animal diseases.

• Work within the One Health approach.

• Permit exhibitions.

• Partner with farmers, industry, veterinarians and academia.

• Plan/prepare, conduct disease surveillance, respond to disease detections.

• More details on what we’re up to are in the attached handout.
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Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Virus Type 2

• Since 2019 there have been multiple 
outbreaks of Rabbit Hemorrhagic 
Disease Type 2 in the U.S.

• Spring 2020 RHDV-2 diagnosed in 
domestic and wild rabbits in the 
Southwest U.S.

• Reported in AZ, CA, CO, NV, NM, TX, 
OR,  UT, ID, MT and WY.

• Reported in domestic rabbits in SD, 
FL, GA, MS and now Minnesota.
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Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Virus Type 2

• In Minnesota the infected premise was quarantined, depopulated, cleaned 
and disinfected. Not allowed to have rabbits until quarantine released after 60 
days.  Quarantine released on November 24, 2021.

• DNR was notified and prepared to investigate any wild rabbit mortality 
concerns.  

• General public, veterinarians, rabbit owners and interest groups were notified.

• The Board will continue foreign animal disease investigations on suspicious 
cases.

• Produced new biosecurity outreach for rabbit owners.

2/1/2022 Healthy Animals for healthy people and communities  | mn.gov/bah 15



Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Virus Type 2

• Medgene Laboratory vaccine approved for emergency use.

• Only Minnesota licensed veterinarians may administer it.

• Two doses given three weeks apart.

• Veterinarians partnered with rabbit rescue groups and associations.

• Many vaccination clinics were successfully run statewide.
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African Swine Fever
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Poland
• Wild boar February 2014
• Domestic swine July 2014
• Commercial operation April 2020

Germany
• Wild boar September 2020
• Domestic swine July 2021
• Commercial operation Nov. 2021

Italy
• Wild boar January 2022

Macedonia
• Wild boar January 2022

6

14



African Swine Fever
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Caribbean
First reported in Dominican Republic 
7/28/21

• Subsequently reported in Haiti 
9/22/21

• USDA assisting with lab resources
Increased surveillance in Puerto Rico 
and U.S. Virgin Islands

• Refuse from ships
• Illegal landings
• Feral swine

Compartmentalization established

23

2 86

71

28



African Swine Fever

Illegal imports

• National ports of entry

• MSP airport

• All food waste is incinerated

• Extra detection dogs

• Leading port for detections
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African Swine Fever

Minnesota ASF preparedness

• Emergency Disease Management Committee for Swine subcommittees

• Communications
• Surveillance and Diagnostics
• Information Management
• Health, Safety, and Welfare
• Biosecurity and Quarantine/Cleaning and Disinfecting
• Depopulation and Disposal
• Wildlife and Vector Control
• Regionalization

• Minnesota ASF Response Plan

• Control areas
• Permitted movement

• Surveillance

• Cooperative Agreements
• Certified Swine Sampler Collectors

• U.S. Swine Health Improvement Plan
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Low Pathogenic Avian Influenza
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H6N1 LPAI (Oct 2020 – June 2021)

• Industry Response

• 93 commercial turkey flocks on 70 
premises in nine MN counties

H5N3 LPAI (Nov 2021 – Dec 2022)

• Board Response

• Two commercial turkey flocks required 
USDA-funded regulatory action to 
eradicate and prevent spread of the virus



Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza
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HPAI Globally 
(Jan 2021 – Jan 2022)



Global Wild Bird Flyways
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HPAI in North America
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December 20, 2021:
• The Canadian Food Inspection Agency 

announced a detection of highly 
pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) H5N1 
in the Avalon Peninsula of Newfoundland 
and Labrador, Canada.

• Multi-bird species exhibition farm of 
approximately 400 birds.



HPAI in North America
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American Wigeon
Colleton County, SC

Northern Shoveler
Hyde County, NC



Importance of Biosecurity

• Previous outbreaks reveal vulnerabilities.

• Strict enforcement:

• Perimeter Buffer Area

• Line of Separation

• Visitor restrictions

• Shared equipment restrictions
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Farmed Cervid Program
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Concurrent Authority

• Concurrent authority enacted by 2021 legislature

• Effective July 1, 2021

• Weekly meetings held with BAH and DNR staff to plan and implement concurrent 
authority

• DNR purchased database software to store all farmed WTD data on system shared with 
BAH  

• DNR participated in 50 farmed WTD annual inspections since July 1, 2021

• BAH staff workload increased to provide information needs from DNR on farmed cervid 
activities, program training / awareness for DNR staff and the database data migration to 
new system

• DNR and BAH staff worked with Alliant Consulting, Inc. to develop report to Legislature
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Beltrami County CWD Investigation
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Farmed Cervid Program Outreach

• Board staff presented information on farmed cervids at DNR hosted CWD 
Public Meetings

• Bemidji - September 28, 2021

• Kelliher - September 29, 2021.  

• Board staff participated in two House Environment and Natural Resources 
Finance and Policy Committee hearings since the end of the 2021 legislative 
session 

• September 14, 2021  

• October 17, 2021
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DNR Actions on Farmed Cervidae

October 11, 2021

• DNR placed movement ban on farmed 
white-tailed deer.

December 6, 2021

• DNR released movement ban on farmed 
white-tailed deer
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Farmed Cervidae Rulemaking

• The Board plans to resume rulemaking

• Board’s rulemaking would go forward for non white-tailed deer farmed cervids only

• What will this look like?

• Publish new Request for Comments and new proposed rules draft  

• Rules draft will incorporate the work that’s been done on the rulemaking from June 2020 to present

• Minimum 60-day formal comment period

• Existing rules for white-tailed deer farms would remain in place
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Thank You!

Beth Thompson, JD, DVM

State Veterinarian and Executive Director


