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National Trends
Why Are So Many Pedestrians Dying in the U.S.? 
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Source: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS)
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Source: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS)
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Source: Dangerous by Design Report (2024) Smart Growth America (page 11)
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Left: Credit Smart Growth America. Right: Credit Our Streets, Olson Memorial Highway 

Unsafe Roadway Designs in Tennessee (Left) and Minnesota (Right)
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Source: Dangerous by Design Report (2024) Smart Growth America (page 11) Data from National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 



Our Streets & BikeMN House Transportation Committee

Source: Dangerous by Design Report (2024) Smart Growth America (page 11) Data from National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 



State Trends
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How does Minnesota Compare to the U.S.? 
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Traffic Safety is a Statewide Problem 
and Demands Statewide Solutions, 
Especially for Vulnerable Road Users

Map Depicting Crashes Across Minnesota. 
Source: DPS Road Safety Information Center 
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Source: MnDOT
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Source: MnDOT Vulnerable Road User Safety Assessment (page 41) 

Consistent with findings in other studies, including Ukkusuri et. al 2012, Safety Science Volume 50, Issue 4, April 2012



Local Case Studies
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When the Rubber Hits the Road, Where Does Minnesota fall short on Safety?
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Rethinking I-94 Scoping Criteria That Prioritize Safety: 2

Source: MnDOT Freedom of Information Act Request 2024
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Rethinking I-94 Scoping Criteria That Prioritize Moving A Lot of Cars, Fast : 14

Source: MnDOT Freedom of Information Act Request 2024



The Human Cost of our 
Pedestrian Safety Crisis 
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Infrastructure Design Costs Lives

Moorhead

Becker

Designed for speed even 
in locations where people 
walk, bike, and roll 

St. Paul

Eden Prairie
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Frustration is State Wide
Safe Designs are difficult, if not forbidden

UT 87 (Cook County)

● Rochester (US14 & Broadway)
● Saint Peter (US 14)
● Duluth (26th Ave)
● Cook County (UT 87)
● Brooklyn Center (Highway 252)
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Infrastructure Design Saves Lives
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Evolving issues: E-Motos
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Learn More 

Joe Harrington, Policy Manager, Our Streets 
Joe@ourstreetsmn.org

       Michael Wojcik, Executive Director, Bicycle Alliance of Minnesota
         michael@bikemn.org  
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