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Legacy Inequities from Historic 
Infrastructure

- Variety of environmental justice issues
- Access to opportunity is inequitable, that 

among many things, has led to unequal wealth 
distribution

- Distrust of infrastructure projects from the 
perspective of historically marginalized 
communities

- Need to move beyond the proximity model of 
thinking

- Infrastructure built outside of efficiency is 
expensive to maintain







Trends Shaping Our Future

• MPLS and is becoming increasingly unaffordable for 
BIPOC residents

• The region is becoming increasingly diverse
• Disparities, especially poverty, are increasingly visible
• Evidence suggests that income inequality is on the rise, 

suggesting disparities may increase even further.
• Stagnant Wages + rising home/rent prices = 

displacement
• Demographic inversion
• Rise in suburban poverty



Trends Shaping Our Future

• Housing infrastructure issues continue to grow outside 
of the Twin Cities

• Transportation infrastructure continues to play a role in 
rural development

• Infrastructure and environmental ham is a growing area 
of study



Good Projects That 
Provide Good Lessons 

to Learn







Lessons Learned

- Equity calls us take the lead from marginalized 
communities 

- Develop robust analysis about where 
disparities exist, where they came from, who 
specifically is harmed by them, and 
intentionally address those disparities

- Infrastructure and community development 
practices should go together




