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Office of  the Minnesota 
Secretary of  State

O ffice O verview 2019

Office of the Secretary of State 

Staffing

Business 

Services

53%

Adm inistration

6%

Elections

35%

Safe at H om e

6%

Business Services 
• Approve and file articles of 
incorporation and am endm ents for all 
business and nonprofit organizations 
operating in the state 

• Provide online and walk-in services 
including:

• business nam e filings and searches 

• filing articles and renewals

• ordering copies and certificates
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Business Services UCC D ivision

• Record docum ents filed under the Uniform  
Com m ercial Code (UCC) regarding 
collateral pledged to secure loans

• Adm inister the Central N otification System  
(CN S) for farm  product liens

• File and m aintain statewide federal tax liens

Business Services

• N ew business filings in 2018: 70,308

• H ighest annual total on record

• Total business filings in 2018: over 455,000

Business Services
M innesota Business Snapshot

• Voluntary survey designed to serve 
the business com m unity as they 
identify partners throughout the state

• Provides the public with data and 
inform ation on the econom ic and 
dem ographic m ake-up of M innesota’s 
businesses. 
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Business Services
M innesota Business Snapshot

• Five questions related to:
• N um ber of em ployees

• Self-identification as a m em ber of a specific 
com m unity 

• Industry 

• Full or part-tim e business

• G ross revenues from  the previous year

• O ver 60% response rate

Contributor to the G eneral Fund

$22 m illion per biennium  (net)
$11 million per year

Election Adm inistration
• W ork with counties, cities, and towns in the 
adm inistration of elections

• O perate and m aintain the Statewide Voter 
Registration System  (SVRS), the database of all 
M innesota voters

• Certify voting system s

• Accept candidate filings for federal and state 
offices

• Train local election officials

• Conduct m ost recounts
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Election Adm inistration
Voter Outreach

• W ork with the O ffice’s D isability Advisory 
Com m ittee on voting issues and outreach

• Encourage youth civic engagem ent 
• Ballot Bowl

• Students Vote m ock elections

• Partner with business and sports com m unities to 
prom ote upcom ing elections and voting

• D irect outreach to service m em bers and their 
fam ilies

Election Adm inistration
2018 in Numbers

• 3,529,626 m illion registered voters 

• 2,611,365 m illion voted 

• 638,846 voted by m ail or absentee ballot (24.5% of 
the total votes)

• Approxim ately 28,700 M innesotans served as 
election judges

M innesota #1 in Voter Participation (64.25%)

Election Adm inistration
2018 in Numbers

• Use of O nline Absentee Ballot Requests:

• 168,012 voters requested a regular absentee ballot

• 8,388 UO CAVA ballots requested

• Use of O nline Voter Registration Tool:

• 142,063 online voter registration applications

• O f those, 77,108 were new registrants and 57,058 
were updates to registrations



1/15/2019

5

Adm inistration

• Adm inisters the O pen Appointm ents process

• Certifies O fficial D ocum ents

• M aintains the O riginal Chapter Laws

• Serves on the Executive Council, State Board of 
Investm ent, and Board of the M innesota 
H istorical Society

• Serves as constituent services, working with state, 
federal, and local elected officials, and constituents 
on behalf of the O ffice

O pen Appointm ents Process

• Enacted by legislature in 2006

• Provide an address participants can use for all 
purposes— including legal service

• Receive participants’ m ail, repackage it, and 
forward it on daily basis

• Partner with 82 social service agencies at 159 
locations around the state

• Participation has increased from  less than 200 in 
the first year to 2,758 as of D ecem ber 31, 2018.
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89 G eographical Areas Served 
by Safe at H om e 

Application Assistants
(as of D ecem ber 31, 2018)
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SA FE AT  H O M E PA RT IC IPAT IO N  

Participants H ouseholds

Praise for

“M y children are thriving and are finally able to be stable.”

“This program has given my family and I our life back. M y 
abuser has not been able to find us due to this program.”

“The program has changed my life. I feel like I can lead a semi-
normal life again, and my daughter is safe.”

“Although the person that attacked me has tried to find me, he 
has not been successful due to Safe at Home. Thank you so much 
for this program.”

“Our ‘public information’-based society makes it impossible to get 
away from abusive partners without a program like Safe at 
Home.”
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Q uestions


