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RACIAL DISPARITIES IN THE MINNESOTA CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 

The Big Picture 
Minnesota has one of the lowest 
incarceration rates in the country, but 
our criminal justice system has some of 
the largest racial and ethnic disparities. 
Minnesotans of color are more likely to 
be arrested, denied bail, incarcerated, 
and have their probation revoked than 
their White counterparts. These 
disparities are especially stark for Black 
and Native American Minnesotans. 
Why? Notably, research shows that 
racial disparities in the Minnesota 
criminal justice system cannot be 
attributed to crime commission rates 
alone. While data suggests that 
Minnesotans of color commit somewhat 
higher rates of certain person and 
property offenses than White 
Minnesotans, they commit drug 
offenses at the same rates.  It has 
become increasingly clear that features 
of the criminal justice system itself 
contribute to its racial inequity. 

	

“Minnesota data on racial 

disparities in the pretrial 
process is not readily 
available,” but studies in other 
states have found that “judges were 
25% more likely to deny 
bail to Black defendants than 
to White defendants,” and hold 
Black defendants on 
“substantially higher bail 
amounts [than] white defendants 
with comparable charges.” 
	
	
	

	

Marijuana Use     vs.    Marijuana Arrests 

In 2015, 9.4% of 
White Minnesotans 
and 10% of Black 

Minnesotans reported 
using marijuana 

during the past year. 
 

	

In 2011, Black 
Minnesotans were 6.4 

times more likely to be 
arrested for marijuana 
possession than White 

Minnesotans. 
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