
Select Committee on Minnesota’s Pandemic Response and Rebuilding 

September 9, 2020 

10:00 am 

Select Committee on Pandemic Response Remote Hearing--Zoom 

 

AGENDA 

 

I. Call to Order 

 

II. Approval of minutes of July 8, 2020 

 

III. Disparate impacts of COVID-19 on communities of color in Minnesota: 

 

•   Overview of problem, practitioner perspective and possible solutions:  

o Dr. Dimitri Drekonja, MD, MS, FACP, FIDSA, Minnesota Doctors for Health 

Equity & Assoc. Professor, University of Minnesota  

o Dr. Beth Thielen, M.D., Ph.D., Minnesota Doctors for Health Equity & Asst. 

Professor, University of Minnesota  

o Dr. Farhiya Farah, Ph.D., MPH, Director, Assistant Professor, Public Health 

Programs, St. Mary’s University of Minnesota 

o Dr. Brian Yablon, MD, Physicians for a National Health Program—Minnesota & 

Asst Professor, University of Minnesota 

 

• Personal Story: Surviving family member shares her story 

o Ms. Haweya Farah, MBA, RRT, Clinical Specialist, Transmedics 

 

• Healthcare Organization Perspective 

o Ms. Stella Whitney-West, Chief Executive Officer, NorthPoint Health and 

Wellness Center 

 

IV. Adjournment 

 

                


