
Citizens for Sustainable Off-Roading  
The proposed Border to Border route (B2B) is a designated 900-mile route for OHVs on ​(mostly) 
unpaved ​public roads​. The route would cross the entire state from the North Dakota border to 
the shores of Lake Superior including a number of US Forest service roads. Although the exact 
route is not yet finalized, there are a number of concerns that have already been raised.  

● T​here currently are not adequate funds set aside to deal with road maintenance. One 
county (Clearwater) has issued an official Resolution of Opposition and requested the 
route be diverted around it,​ ​to protect its taxpayers. 

● The proposed route, as shown on draft alignments, would affect wetlands and MPCA 
ranked ​Exceptional ​waterways, due to cumulative increased OHV traffic on unpaved 
roads. The US Fish Wildlife Service itself wrote to the DNR warning of the impacts of a 
designated route having the potential to result in a significant increase in traffic with 
vehicles traveling in large packs and caravans.  

● The ​proposed route would take vehicles through a number of areas with known invasive 
species raising the likelihood of further spreading these harmful species across the state. 
No funds are set aside to monitor and manage an increased spread of invasives. 

● This would include introducing new plant species to the shrinking number of lakes that 
are home to our protected wild rice.  

● No funding for additional law enforcement officers or for dust pollution control on routes 
with residents. 

 
We share and understand the desire of those looking for new ways to connect with 
Minnesota's wonderful natural landscap ​e, b​ut at this time we are fearful the proposed 
Border to Border route has the potential to do more harm than good. Before ANY route 
could be signed, mapped and promoted it is essential that the State:  

● Has adequate resources to first repair and then maintain the roads along this 
route. ​(​To gravel just 50 miles, 1/18th  of the route, costs approximately $496,000).  

● Can protect ALL the impacted water​ways and wetlands.  
● Can mitigate the impacts of invasive species. 
● Can respect and protect tribal lands. 
● Can add enforcement officers to monitor the 900-mile route. 
● Can provide financial assurance that allows Counties quick access to funds to 

repair and restore damaged routes​. 
 
At this time it is hard to see how the 900-mile route across the state will garner enough 
visitors to create meaningful economic impact and adequately maintain the roads and 
protect waterw ​ays.  
Under current law, any highway licensed OHV that would use the proposed route 
can already access these roads in a dispersed, sustainable manner.  
Supporting existing closed courses with multiple route options, technical aspects ​and 
challenges is ​a better investment of state dollars than the current proposed 900-mile 
route that would be nearly impossible to properly manage and protect.  

 



 

 
 

BELOW ARE EXAMPLES OF EXCEPTIONAL WATERS,  AS DESIGNATED  BY THE MN POLLUTION CONTROL AGENCY 

TO BE OF HIGHEST IMPORTANCE FOR PROTECTION STRATEGY,  THAT WOULD  BE IMPACTED BY THE PROPOSED 

B2B ROUTE.   THESE  ARE IN THE LAKE SUPERIOR NORTH WATERSHED. THESE EXCEPTIONAL WATERS ALL DRAIN 

INTO LAKE SUPERIOR AND SOME INTO THE BOUNDARY WATER LAKES, BOTH RANKED AS OUTSTANDING 

RESOURCE VALUE WATERS. 

 

LAKE   SUPERIOR    NORTH    WATERSHED  

 

PIGEON RIVER SUBWATERSHED  

Swamp River ​crossed by the Route on Otter Lake Rd. Also, it appears that tributaries of the Swamp river are 

crossed by the Route in two locations on Jackson Lake Rd. ​Portage Brook ​crossed by the Route on Otter Lake Rd.  

 

BRULE RIVER SUBWATERSHED  

Brule River ​crossed by the Route on FS 309, near the Gunflint Trail.  

 

DEVIL TRACK RIVER SUBWATERSHED  

Elbow Creek ​crossed by the Route on FS 154 Pine Mountain Rd.  

 

CASCADE RIVER SUBWATERSHED  

Cascade Rive​r The Route crosses the Cascade River and also closely parallels it for several miles on FS 158.  

 

POPLAR RIVER SUBWATERSHED  

Mistletoe Creek ​crossed by the Route on Mark Lake Rd./ FS 161.  

 

TEMPERANCE RIVER SUBWATERSHED  

Upper Temperance River ​crossed by the Route at the intersection of FS 170 / The Grade and FS 339.  

 

CROSS RIVER SUBWATERSHED  

Wanless Creek ​crossed by the Route on FS 170 and again on Cook County 7.  

 

 

RAINY     RIVER      WATERSHED  

 

LOWER STONY RIVER SUBWATERSHED  

Stony River ​crossed by the Route near the intersection of MN HWY 1 and FS Lake County 2.  

Denley Creek ​A tributary of Stony River downstream from where it is crossed by the Route.  

 

MITAWAN CREEK SUBWATERSHED  

Mitawan Creek ​crossed by the Route on FS 173.  

Jack Pine Creek ​crossed by the Route on FS 371.  

 

ISLAND RIVER SUBWATERSHED  

Arrowhead Creek ​crossed by the Route on FS 380.   












