Appendix B ~ Reconunendation Implications

All recommendation implications will be updated when final recommendations are issued in March 20135.

Screening

Becommendation

The recommendation has implications for:

Statute

Practice

Training

SSIS

DHS
Fiscal

County
Fiscal

In January 2015, DHS should seek legislative repeal of the statutory provision
barring consideration of screened out reports. Such immediate action is necessary to
guide screening decisions, and should not be delayed while more complicated
systemic changes move through the legislative process.

Use of prior screened out reports when considering a new referral should be
permitted and encouraged. The screening guidelines should be updated to reflect
this change. It is recognized that prior history is an essential element in screening
and assessing maltreatment reports. Records of sereened out reports should be
maintained for five years to make this change in practice effective.

Revise the Public Policy statement which begins Minnesota’s Reporting of
Maltreatment of Minors Act to include child safety as the paramount consideration
for decision making

Mazke screening decisions in a team-based environment, using a multi-disciplinary
approach whenever possible. Input from law enforcement can strengthen decisions
and should be encouraged. At a minimum, decisions should be reviewed by a
supervisor. Screeners and/or supervisors should consult with the County Attomey’s
Office when there is ambiguity regarding whether a case should be screened in/oud.

X

Screen in new reports as duplicate reports when they include the same allegations
that are currently under assessment or investigation. When a new repor! is received
that contains different allegations than what is currently being assessed or
investigated, the new report will be screened and assigned based on the new
aliegation.

Send all reports of maltreatment to iaw enforcement, regardless of whether the
report is screened in or screened out,

DHS should examine and provide stronger direction on how county and tribal
agencies are recording reports received, reports screened in, and reports screened

out, so that future evaluation and use of prior screened out reports is possible.
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Appendix B — Recominendation Implications

Recommendation

The reconumendation hias huplications for:

Statute

Practice

Training

SSIS

DHS
Viscal

County
riscal

10.

Require county agencies to use screening guidelines, at least as a floor for decision
making, and have increased reviews and quality assurance to provide oversight.
Reasons for screening out cases should be documented. Any modifications to the
screening guidelines must be approved by DHS.

Summary results of reviews should be public information and produced on an
annual basis by DHS. Legislative oversight following publication of these reports is
encouraged.

.

DHS screening guidelines should provide more examples of what may be
considerad when making screening decisions, even when they are made by someone
other than a police officer or health care provider, including but not limited to:

s Reports of driving under the influence with children present

s Medical neglect reports

»  Menlal and emotional harm reports.

Amend the statutory definition of “physical abuse” set fTorth in Minn. Stat. 626.556,
subd. 2 {g), to delete the language “that are done in anger or without regard to the
safety of the child.” Instead, the statute should simply state that “Actions which are
not reasonable and moderate include, but are not limited to, any of the following:”
(1-10 which includes throwing, kicking, burning, cutting, eitc,)

13.

Broaden the statutory definition of “substantial child endangerment,” which
requires a child protéction investigation response. It is recommended that DHS
create additional substantial child endangerment criteria on research-based
vulnerability factors such as: child’s age, vulnerability, and presenting
dangerousness of a report.
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Appendix B — Reconnmendation Implications

Recommendation

The reconunendation fas implications for:

Statute

Practice

Training

58158

ES
Tiseal

County
¥iscal

Include comprehensive “fact finding” in family investigation and family
assessment. It is also recommended that DHS research “fact finding™ tools frem
other states {e.g., Ohio). Further definition of “fact finding™ is needed and will be
expanded on in the [inal report.

21.

Evaluate child safety through individual contact with a child. Similar to a family
investigation, a family assessinent should involve meeting with a child(ren)
individually to best assess safety. This individual meeting may occur with or
without parental notification. This recommendation will be further defined in the
final report.

22.

Include in statute the requirement for a minimum of monthly face-to-face conlaci
with children for cases in which a famnily is receiving protective services while the
child(ren) remain in the home.

23,

Make referrals for child trauma and child development screenings where there is a
maltreatment determination and/or a determination that services are needed. Family
assessment and family investigation responses should pay particular attention (o the
trauma impact of child maltreatment and its effects on healthy childhoed cognitive,
emotional and physical development. Further recommendations about the timing of
screenings or assessments will be expanded on in the final report. This
recommendation must aiso give consideration to available resources, including the
individuals qualified to complete the screening and/or assessment, and the
infrastructure needed o support this recommendation.

24.

DHS should develop indicators and culcome measures to inform practice and
measure effectiveness of service delivery. These should inchude child-centric
measures that address trauma and child development, as well as systemic issues.

25.

DHS should review research on protective factors and predictive analytics for how
it can reduce or eliminate risk factors, and tmplement this information in trainings
and practice guidance.
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