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Learn the Lessons MN asks the tough questions about the impacts of legal 

cannabis on our state’s youth, roads, workplaces and economy. Lawmakers 

have an opportunity to learn from states that have legalized cannabis – and 

from our own experiences with Big Tobacco and alcohol – before making 

this important decision.  

 

BEFORE LEGALIZATION, LET’S CONSIDER: 

 

[ PUBLIC SAFETY ] 

What is the .08-type standard that determines cannabis intoxication?  

Above 0.08 BAC a person is considered intoxicated and unfit to drive, but no such standard exists for cannabis 

intoxication. Without a defined standard, regulators and law enforcement cannot effectively determine the 

culpability of individuals who are under the influence of cannabis while driving. This poses significant risks 

given that traffic accidents involving cannabis have spiked in states post-legalization.1 

What is the on-location test for drugged drivers? 

Current testing technology cannot instantly determine levels of THC impairment. Without a functional test, it 

is more difficult for regulators and law enforcement to establish safe levels of use and keep the public safe.2 

[ WORKPLACE HEALTH AND SAFETY ] 

Do we make it harder for essential businesses to find and keep employees if we rush to legalize 
cannabis? 

Federal workplace regulations promote regular drug testing for jobs that operate heavy machinery, such as 

construction and trucking. Employers for such positions face greater difficulties finding and retaining 

employees who can meet drug-free standards.3 

How will cannabis use change our workplaces?‘ 

Without appropriate safeguards, legalizing recreational cannabis will create new risks in the workplace. 

Studies have linked cannabis use directly to increased prevalence of workplace injury, industrial accidents, 

and absenteeism.4  

 

1 Farmer, C. M., Monfort, S. S., & Woods, A. N. (2022). Changes in traffic crash rates after legalization of marijuana: Results by crash 
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a coalition to limit the harmful effects of recreational cannabis in Minnesota. 

[ PUBLIC HEALTH ] 

How do we prevent the cannabis industry from targeting adolescents, just as Big Tobacco has done? 

For decades, tobacco companies have intentionally marketed addictive products to young people with 

colorful packaging, sweet flavors and easy to conceal vaping devices.5 Vaping devices are a popular method of 

cannabis use, and similar usage of flavors and colorful packaging has been seen in states that have legalized 

the drug. Most state laws that regulate tobacco marketing of have not been expanded to include the 

marketing of cannabis products. 

Will more access lead to more users becoming dependent on cannabis and other drugs? 

Extensive research has shown that cannabis use among young people and adults grows in states that legalize 

recreational use, leading to higher rates of cannabis use.6 Recent studies have found that adolescents who 

use cannabis regularly demonstrate higher chances of developing cannabis use disorder, using other drugs, 

developing a mental disorder and attempting suicide.7 

[ STATE SPENDING ] 

Is Minnesota prepared to spend nearly five times as much addressing cannabis’ harms as it raises in 
new tax revenue? 

A 2019 study in Colorado found that for every $1 of tax revenue received from recreational cannabis sales, 

$4.50 was spent by the state to counteract the adverse effects of cannabis on public health, productivity, 

transportation, and crime.8 

[ UNDERGROUND MARKETS ] 

Why are black markets for cannabis flourishing in states that have legalized the drug? 

In California, the black market for cannabis has grown since the drug was legalized, impairing attempts to 

control the quality and safety of cannabis products.9 In New York, preventing black market sellers from 

undercutting licensed dispensaries has been likened to playing “whack-a-mole”.10 

[ DECRIMINALIZATION – NOT NORMALIZATION ] 

Can we decriminalize cannabis and address the harms of unjust enforcement without normalizing 
its use? 

Addressing the social injustices caused by inequitable enforcement of cannabis laws is not contingent upon 

creating a commercialized market for the drug. Lawmakers can remove criminal penalties, expunge records, 

and reform enforcement mechanisms without normalizing the use of cannabis. 
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