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You were elected or re-elected.



What is an institution? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Institution” may be defined as “an established official organization having an important role in a society.”What is the “legislative institution?”  You—along with your colleagues and staff—ARE 



What is parliamentary procedure?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Parliamentary procedure is the rules governing group decision-making.Parliamentary procedure is “tried and true.”  Parliamentary procedure is not something that is imposed on a body. 



What are indications that rules 
may need changing?



End-of-session logjams

Presenter
Presentation Notes
End-of-session logjams are, in large part, a political reality of the legislative institution.All legislatures, whether they meet for only 60 days or for more than six months, experience a crunch of activity as the session draws to a close. 



Mechanisms to streamline the 
legislative process

Constitutional change required
 Formal organizational sessions
 Veto sessions
 Ability to call special sessions



Mechanisms to streamline the 
legislative process, cont’d.

Possible rules change required
 Committees and committee procedure
 Bills and bill processing
Deadline systems
Bill introduction limits
Omnibus bills
Defeated bills or issues



In closing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Edward Burdick quote: “The vitality of government flourishes when public officials continually seek to better the institutions they serve.  What’s essential, however, is a willingness to look for weaknesses or to identify processes to be revamped.  Otherwise, policymakers end up trying to operate modern legislatures with old rules and procedures."



Contact information

Brenda Erickson
National Conference of State Legislatures
303-856-1391
brenda.erickson@ncsl.org



Thank you
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