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 Planning and Zoning Authority for 60-
block Capitol Area (instead of St. Paul)

 Design Review and Zoning Permits for 
public (State, City, Ramsey) and private 
land uses and development in the Capitol 
Area

 CAAPB staff assist with planning and
design of streets and rights-of-way

 CAAPB authorized under MN Statute 15B 
and MN Rules 2400

 12-member Board and 2.5 FTE and 3 
Architectural Advisors

Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board (CAAPB)



H.F. 2618 
Rice Street Capitol 
Area Redesign

Purpose: 
Planning, predesign, design, 
engineering, environmental analysis 
and mitigation, land acquisition, 
and reconstruction of the Rice 
Street in the  Capitol Area

Funding: 

$25,000,000 to MNDOT 
Commissioner for grants to City or 
Saint Paul and/or Ramsey County



Leveraging Economic  
Development and 
Quality of Life 

• Sears Site redevelopment

• Rice Street businesses

• Traffic calming

• Pedestrian safety

• Bus Rapid Transit

• Connections to downtown

• Capitol Mall design Framework update 
for improved visitor experience



Planning – What Street Design is Appropriate?

• Multiagency planning process to be coordinated by the Capitol Area 
Architectural and Planning Board.

• Redesign to conform with Comprehensive Plan for the Minnesota Capitol 
Area and the City of Saint Paul street design manual

Example of street design section – anywhere U.S.A.



Rice Street Community Engagement (2017-2019)





Implements Chapter 
7A of the Capitol Area 
Comprehensive Plan

• Rice Street as a neighborhood Main 
Street connector

• Functions as a seam rather than a 
barrier between institutional and office 
uses to east with residential uses to the 
west.

• Attractive connecter of neighborhoods 
to the north with  Capitol Campus and 
Downtown.



Merritt Clapp-Smith, Executive Secretary

Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board 

Merritt.clapp-smith@state.mn.us

651-757-1507

THANK YOU

mailto:Merritt.clapp-smith@state.mn.us
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