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Greater Minnesota Regional 

Parks and Trails Commission

Metropolitan Council

Metropolitan Regional Parks and Trails

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources



Legacy Amendment revenue 

is distributed into four funds.

Minnesota Clean Water, Land and Legacy

Strategic Directions:

• Connect People and the Outdoors

• Acquire Land, Create Opportunities

• Take Care of What We Have

• Coordinate Among Partners

Vision: In 2035, our world-class parks and 

trails connect everyone to the outdoors…



• Parks and Trails Legacy 
Advisory Committee

• Advance joint projects with 
partners (user-friendly 
websites, trail projects, 
cooperative research, etc.)

• Minnesota Parks Artist-in- 
Residence program
(MNPAiR)

• Welcoming and accessible 
parks and trails

Working Together



Metropolitan Council

Metropolitan 
Regional Park 
System

Emmett Mullin

Regional Parks and Trails 

Manager
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Battle Creek Regional Park
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Collaboration 
and cooperation

10 Regional Parks

implementing agencies

• Anoka County

• Carver County

• Dakota County

• Ramsey County

• Scott County

• Washington County

• Bloomington

• Minneapolis Park &
Recreation Board

• Saint Paul

• Three Rivers Park District
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Parks & Trails Fund - Minnesota’s Legacy

Critical Investments, Big Impacts
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Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve Acquisition

Scott County

Minnesota River Greenway Regional

Trail Development, Dakota County
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Parks & Trails Fund - Minnesota’s Legacy
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MNPAiR Program featuring Dakota County Parks, Ramsey County Parks, and 

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Parks



Parks and Trails Legacy Fund: Minnesota DNR Overview

Laura Preus| Minnesota DNR, Division of Parks and Trails



State Parks and Recreation Areas
• 73 State Parks and Recreation Areas
• 5,000 camping and lodging units
• 240,000 acres of land managed,

including critical habitat for the 
state’s threatened/endangered 
species and cultural resources of 
statewide significance.

State Forest Recreation Areas
• 43 state forest campgrounds
• 12 state forest horse

campgrounds
• 29 forest day-use areas

State and Grant-in-Aid (GIA) Trails
• 25 state trails
• 1,500 miles of developed state trails

2,700 are designated
• 24,600 miles of Grant-in-aid trails

Water Recreation
•  35 state water 

trails
• 1,700 public water

accesses
• 390 fishing piers

State Parks and Trails System



State Parks and Trails
Create Opportunities, Connect People to the Outdoors

Shipwreck Creek Campground and Trail 
Connection at Split Rock Lighthouse State Park

I Can Camp! at Afton State Park



State Parks and Trails
Take Care of What We Have

Sibley State Park’s Lakeview Campground



State Parks and Trails
Coordinate with Partners

MNPAiR Program  at Lake Bemidji State Park, 
Tettegouche State Park



Greater 
Minnesota 

Regional Parks 
and Trails 

Commission

Renee Mattson 

Executive Director



About the Commission

6 Districts across 80-counties

13 Commissioners Appointed by the 
Governor 2 in each District and 1 At-Large

84 Designated Facilities
40 Natural Resource Based Parks 
26 Regional Trails
17 Special Features
1 Supportive Partnership

17 Designation Eligible Facilities



Create Opportunities



Coordinate with Partners

MNPAiR – Olmsted County Oxbow Park and Zollman Zoo, 
Rochester Cascade Lake Park and Quarry Hill Nature Center



Coordinate with Partners

MNPAiR – Granite Falls Memorial Parkand Douglas County 
Lake Brophy Park



Coordinate with Partners

MNPAiR – Sherburne County Two Inlets at Bdé Heháka - Omashkooz
Zaaga’igaans Regional Park and Wright County Ney Park



MNPAiR Artists



Thank You
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