
SUPP ORT  T HE  MINNESOTA

COMPANION  ANIM AL  BOARD
Companion animals need a home in state government

B ILL   Senate File (S.F.) 3481 — Sen. Carrie Ruud, chief author
 House File (H.F.) 3584 — Rep. John Lesch, chief author

D E S CR IP TI O N
Establish a Companion Animal Board (CAB) to provide expertise in and oversight of 
companion animal issues in Minnesota. “Companion animal” (includes pets) is

A  COM MO N  S E N S E  A PPROACH
Creation of a Companion Animal Board is a smart and balanced solution that will 
provide .

• Provide expertise on companion animal issues, with an understanding of the role 
these animals play with human health.

• Oversee a centralized and collaborative approach for delivery of companion animal 
welfare services and resources throughout Minnesota.

• Free up the MN Board of Animal Health to focus on its core mission of control 
and prevention of dangerous animal diseases. (Authority for animal disease control 
remains with the Board of Animal Health.)

P OWE R S  A ND  D UTIE S
• Enforce laws pertaining to licensing, regulation, and welfare of companion animals.
• 
• Assist with companion animal welfare services and resources.

COMPA N I O N  A NIM A L S  IN  MIN N E S OTA

• As of 2018, the pet industry was over $72 billion (up from $17 billion in 1994).
• More families in Minnesota have a dog or cat than children.
• Companion animals improve human lives, providing enjoyment to individuals and 

(PTSD), disabled (assistance), autistic children (comfort), and others with chronic 
diseases such as depression, anxiety, and cardiac problems.
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