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House Capital Investment Committee
Minnesota House of Representatives
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155

RE: Support for Additional Funding for the Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP)

Chair Franson, Chair Lee, and Members of the House Capital Investment Committee,

On behalf of the City of Aitkin, I am writing in support of additional funding for the Local Road Improvement
Program (LRIP). The City recently pursued LRIP funding for the reconstruction of Bunker Hill Drive, a

necessary infrastructure project that remains a high local priority.

The City of Aitkin, with a population of approximately 2,160 residents, has applied for this project through
three separate LRIP solicitation cycles. Despite the project's clear merit, limited program funding and strong

statewide competition have prevented it from advancing. Due to local budget constraints, the City is unable to

deliver this project independently, and it has not progressed to implementation.

The proposed project focuses on the reconstruction of Bunker Hill Drive, a roadway that is not part of the state-

aid system and therefore has limited access to other funding sources. Reconstruction would address existing
dehciencies and improve safety, reliability, and long-term serviceability of this important local corridor.

Bunker Hill Drive provides critical access to Riverwood Healthcare Center, a non-profit regional Level III
trauma center that also serves as a full-service healthcare facility offering primary care, specialty clinic services,

physical therapy, dialysis, and other essential medical services. The roadway connects directly to State Highway
47 and County Road 12, making it a vital link for patients, emergency responders, and healthcare staff.

In addition to serving healthcare needs, Bunker Hill Drive supports key community services and growing

housing developments. The roadway provides access to a newly constructed 44-unit workforce housing

apartment complex, a planned 51-unit senior apartment complex, and North Ambulance Service. These

developments further i.r"r"arc traffic volumes ind underscore the importance of a safe, reliable roadway to
support residents, workforce housing, emergency response, and future growth.

Ensuring safe and reliable access along this corridor is essential not only for Aitkin residents but for the broader

region that depends on Riverwood and these supporting services for comprehensive care and community
stability.
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With LRIP funding, the City is prepared to move forward promptly. The project could be competitively bid in
fall/winter of 2026, with construction and completion anticipated in 2027. The City of Aitkin is committed to

funding its required local share and advancing the project in a timely and cost-effective manner.

LRIP remains one of the few programs available to small Minnesota communities to address critical local
transportation needs-particularly for roads outside the state-aid system that cannot compete well in other state

or federal funding programs. Without additional LzuP funding, projects like Bunker Hill Drive will continue to

be deferred despite their importance to public safety, healthcare access, housing, emergency services, and

community vitality for the City of Aitkin and other small communities like ours.

To ensure the program continues to advance state transportation and infrastructure goals, the City of Aitkin
respectfully urges the Committee to support additional funding for LRIP.

J Thompson
City Administrator
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