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January 13, 2026 
 
To:  Members of the Minnesota House and Senate Capital Investment Committees Minnesota State Capitol, St. 
Paul, Minnesota 
 
RE:  Support for St. Louis County's #1 Legislative Priority- Canyon Integrated Solid Waste Management Campus 
(SF 330 I HF 573) 
 
Dear Chair and Members of the Committee: 
 
On behalf of Cook County, Minnesota, we are writing in strong support of St. Louis County's top legislative priority 
for the 2026 session- Senate File 330 / House File 573, a bipartisan bonding request to design, engineer, and 
construct the Canyon Integrated Solid Waste Management Campus. 
 
This project represents a forward-looking, environmentally responsible, and regionally significant investment in 
Minnesota's solid waste infrastructure. The $6 million appropriation requested in this legislation would allow St. 
Louis County to acquire property and advance development of a modem, integrated facility that will: 
 
•  Accept both new waste and previously processed waste from closed or capped landfill sites under the  
      state's Closed Landfill Program; 
•  Prevent PFAS and other contaminants from entering the Lake Superior watershed; 
•  Accept municipal biosolids to prevent contamination from recurring land application; 
•  Ensure long-term solid waste management capacity for northeastern Minnesota communities; and 
•  Protect public health and the environment while supporting regional collaboration in waste management. 
 
This project also builds on the recent partnership between St. Louis County and the Western Lake Superior Sanitary 
District (WLSSD)-publicly known as Resource Renew-which has negotiated a long-term agreement to dispose of 
municipal solid waste at the county's Virginia Regional Landfill and, in the future, at the new Canyon facility. With 
the Moccasin Mike landfill in Superior set to close in 2026, this partnership will ensure responsible, in-state waste 
management for Duluth-Superior and all of the Arrowhead region. 
 
The Canyon site is being designed to complement and extend the life of the existing Virginia Regional Landfill, 
which-through strategic upgrades and expansion-now has an anticipated life exceeding 70 years. Together, these 
facilities will serve as a critical backbone for the region's solid waste and environmental protection strategy for 
generations. 
  
We respectfully urge the Legislature and Governor to include funding for the Canyon Integrated Solid Waste 
Management Campus in the 2026 capital investment bill. This investment will safeguard Minnesota's natural 
resources, strengthen local partnerships, and advance the state's leadership in responsible waste management. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration and continued commitment to the environmental and infrastructure 
needs of Greater Minnesota. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Ginny Storlie, Board Chair 
Cook County Board of Commissioners 
ginny.storlie@co.cook.mn.us  
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January 12, 2026 
 
To:   Members of the Minnesota House and Senate Capital Investment Committees 

Minnesota State Capitol, St. Paul, Minnesota 
 
RE:  Support for St. Louis County’s #1 Legislative Priority – Canyon Integrated Solid Waste 

Management Campus (SF 330 / HF 573) 
 
Dear Chair and Members of the Committee: 
 
On behalf of Lake County, we are writing in strong support of St. Louis County’s top legislative priority for the 
2026 session — Senate File 330 / House File 573, a bipartisan bonding request to design, engineer, and 
construct the Canyon Integrated Solid Waste Management Campus. 
This project represents a forward-looking, environmentally responsible, and regionally significant investment 
in Minnesota’s solid waste infrastructure. The $6 million appropriation requested in this legislation would allow 
St. Louis County to acquire property and advance development of a modern, integrated facility that will: 

• Accept both new waste and previously processed waste from closed or capped landfill sites under 
the state’s Closed Landfill Program; 

• Prevent PFAS and other contaminants from entering the Lake Superior watershed; 
• Accept municipal biosolids to prevent contamination from recurring land application; 
• Ensure long-term solid waste management capacity for northeastern Minnesota communities; and 
• Protect public health and the environment while supporting regional collaboration in waste 

management. 
 
This project also builds on the recent partnership between St. Louis County and the Western Lake 
Superior Sanitary District (WLSSD)—publicly known as Resource Renew—which has negotiated a long-
term agreement to dispose of municipal solid waste at the county’s Virginia Regional Landfill and, in the 
future, at the new Canyon facility. With the Moccasin Mike landfill in Superior set to close in 2026, this 
partnership will ensure responsible, in-state waste management for Duluth-Superior and all of the Arrowhead 
region. 
 
The Canyon site is being designed to complement and extend the life of the existing Virginia Regional Landfill, 
which—through strategic upgrades and expansion—now has an anticipated life exceeding 70 years. 
Together, these facilities will serve as a critical backbone for the region’s solid waste and environmental 
protection strategy for generations. 
 
We respectfully urge the Legislature and Governor to include funding for the Canyon Integrated Solid Waste 
Management Campus in the 2026 capital investment bill. This investment will safeguard Minnesota’s natural 
resources, strengthen local partnerships, and advance the state’s leadership in responsible waste 
management. 
 



Thank you for your thoughtful consideration and continued commitment to the environmental and 
infrastructure needs of Greater Minnesota. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Rich Sve, Chairperson 
Lake County Board of Commissioners 
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February 26, 2026 
 
To: Members of the Minnesota House and Senate Capital Investment Committees Minnesota State 

Capitol, St. Paul, Minnesota 
 
RE: Support for St. Louis County's #1 Legislative Priority — Canyon Integrated Solid Waste 

Management Campus (SF 330 / HF 573) 
 
Dear Chair and Members of the Committee: 
 
On behalf of  the Range Association of Municipalities and Schools (RAMS), representing over 70 public 
sector units of government including cities, townships, and school districts in a 7-county region in 
Northeastern Minnesota, we are writing in strong support of St. Louis County's top legislative priority 
for the 2026 session — Senate File 330 / House File 573, a bipartisan bonding request to design, engineer, 
and construct the Canyon Integrated Solid Waste Management Campus. 
 
This project represents a forward-looking, environmentally responsible, and regionally significant 
investment in Minnesota's solid waste infrastructure. The $6 million appropriation requested in this 
legislation would allow St. Louis County to acquire property and advance development of a modern, 
integrated facility that will: 
 

• Accept both new waste and previously processed waste from closed or capped landfill sites 
under the state's Closed Landfill Program; 

• Prevent PFAS and other contaminants from entering the Lake Superior watershed; 
• Accept municipal biosolids to prevent contamination from recurring land application;  
• Ensure long-term solid waste management capacity for northeastern Minnesota communities; and 
• Protect public health and the environment while supporting regional collaboration in waste 

management. 
 

This project also builds on the recent partnership between St. Louis County and the Western Lake 
Superior Sanitary District (WLSSD)—publicly known as Resource Renew—which has negotiated a 
long-term agreement to dispose of municipal solid waste at the county's Virginia Regional Landfill and, 
in the future, at the new Canyon facility. With the Moccasin Mike landfill in Superior set to close in 2026, 
this partnership will ensure responsible, in-state waste management for Duluth-Superior and all of the 
Arrowhead region. 
 
The Canyon site is being designed to complement and extend the life of the existing Virginia Regional 
Landfill, which—through strategic upgrades and expansion—now has an anticipated 
life exceeding 70 years. Together, these facilities will serve as a critical backbone for the region's solid 
waste and environmental protection strategy for generations. 
 
We respectfully urge the Legislature and Governor to include funding for the Canyon 
Integrated Solid Waste Management Campus in the 2026 capital investment bill. This 
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investment will safeguard Minnesota's natural resources, strengthen local partnerships, and advance the 
state's leadership in responsible waste management. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration and continued commitment to the environmental and 
infrastructure needs of Greater Minnesota. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Paul Peltier 
Executive Director 
 
 
RANGE ASSOCIATION OF MUNICIPALITIES AND SCHOOLS (RAMS) The organization represents more than 
155,000 residents and over 70 public sector units of government, including 27 cities, 33 townships, and 
15 public school districts in the 13,000 square mile Taconite Assistance Area (TAA) of northeast 
Minnesota. As an organization, RAMS has represented the interests of the Iron Range region for 85 years. 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 
November 25, 2025 

To:   Members of the Minnesota House and Senate Capital Investment Committees 
Minnesota State Capitol, St. Paul, Minnesota 

RE:  Support for the St. Louis County Canyon Integrated Solid Waste Management 
Campus (SF 330 / HF 573) 

Dear Chair and Members of the Committee: 

On behalf of Resource Renew, the public brand of Western Lake Superior Sanitary District 
(WLSSD), we are writing in strong support of St. Louis County’s top legislative priority for the 2026 
session — Senate File 330 / House File 573, a bipartisan bonding request to design, engineer, and 
construct the Canyon Integrated Solid Waste Management Campus. 

This project represents a forward-looking, environmentally responsible, and regionally significant 
investment in Minnesota’s solid waste infrastructure. The $6 million appropriation requested in this 
legislation would allow St. Louis County to acquire property and advance development of a modern, 
integrated facility that will: 

• Accept both new waste and previously processed waste from closed or capped landfill 
sites under the state’s Closed Landfill Program; 

• Prevent PFAS and other contaminants from entering the Lake Superior watershed; 
• Accept municipal biosolids that do not meet criteria for land application; 
• Ensure long-term solid waste management capacity for northeastern Minnesota 

communities; and 
• Protect public health and the environment while supporting regional collaboration in 

waste management. 

This project also builds on the recent partnership between St. Louis County and WLSSD who 
have negotiated a long-term agreement to dispose of municipal solid waste at the county’s Virginia 
Regional Landfill and, in the future, at the new Canyon facility. With the Moccasin Mike landfill in 
Superior set to close in 2026, this partnership will ensure responsible, in-state waste management for 
Duluth-Superior and all the Arrowhead region. 

The Canyon site is being designed to complement and extend the life of the existing Virginia 
Regional Landfill, which—through strategic upgrades and expansion—now has an anticipated life 
exceeding 70 years. Together, these facilities will serve as a critical backbone for the region’s solid 
waste and environmental protection strategy for generations. 

We respectfully urge the Legislature and Governor to include funding for the St. Louis County 
Canyon Integrated Solid Waste Management Campus in the 2026 capital investment bill. This 



 

investment will safeguard Minnesota’s natural resources, strengthen local partnerships, and advance 
the State’s leadership in responsible waste management. 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration and continued commitment to the environmental and 
infrastructure needs of Greater Minnesota. 

Sincerely, 

 

Carrie Clement 
Executive Director 
Western Lake Superior Sanitary District 
218-740-4782 
carrie.clement@resourcerenew.com 

mailto:carrie.clement@resourcerenew.com
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