
1.1 Senator .................... moves to amend H.F. No. 5242, in conference committee, as​

1.2 follows:​

1.3 On R142, Transportation Finance, Senate language, (UEH5242-1)​

1.4 Page 126, delete section 132 and insert:​

1.5 "Sec. 132. REPORT; DYNAMIC TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS STUDY;​

1.6 GREATER MINNESOTA TRANSIT PLAN.​

1.7 Subdivision 1. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the​

1.8 meanings given:​

1.9 (1) "commissioner" means the commissioner of transportation;​

1.10 (2) "dynamic transportation options" includes but is not limited to nonfixed route options,​

1.11 prearranged and dial-a-ride options arranged either via telephone, digital application, or​

1.12 website; demand response microtransit service for last-mile connection; or private​

1.13 transportation companies, including but not limited to transportation network companies​

1.14 or taxi companies;​

1.15 (3) "nonmetropolitan county" means any Minnesota county other than those under​

1.16 Minnesota Statutes, section 473.121, subdivision 4; and​

1.17 (4) "wheelchair accessible vehicle" means a vehicle equipped with a ramp or lift capable​

1.18 of transporting nonfolding motorized wheelchairs, mobility scooters, or other mobility​

1.19 devices.​

1.20 Subd. 2. Study required; pilot program proposal. (a) The commissioner must study,​

1.21 in collaboration with identified stakeholders in subdivision 3, increasing access to transit​

1.22 and transportation options, including ridesharing or other dynamic transportation options​

1.23 in rural, nonmetropolitan areas. The report must identify existing gaps in transportation​

1.24 service in greater Minnesota. The commissioner may include the results of the report required​

1.25 under this section in the report required under Minnesota Statutes, section 174.24.​

1.26 (b) The commissioner must outline and make recommendations on establishing a​

1.27 proposed rural dynamic transportation option pilot program in coordination with a rural​

1.28 transportation coordinating council. The proposed pilot program must attempt to increase​

1.29 service in the rural transportation coordinating council's area by identifying gaps in service​

1.30 and propose options to increase mobility, including but not limited to the use of transportation​

1.31 network companies or taxis with access to wheelchair accessible vehicles. The proposed​

1.32 pilot project plan must compare the regional transportation coordinating council's current​
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2.1 service area versus its proposed new service area, the cost differential, and the anticipated​

2.2 new users of the pilot program. The proposed pilot project plan must include a timeline for​

2.3 deployment and what resources may be needed to implement the pilot for at least two years.​

2.4 Subd. 3. Membership. (a) The commissioner must develop the study in consultation​

2.5 with the following members:​

2.6 (1) one representative from the Minnesota Council on Disability;​

2.7 (2) two representatives, who must be jointly selected by the American Council of the​

2.8 Blind of Minnesota, the National Federation of the Blind of Minnesota, and the Minnesota​

2.9 DeafBlind Association;​

2.10 (3) one representative from a transportation network company, as defined in Minnesota​

2.11 Statutes, section 65B.472, subdivision 1;​

2.12 (4) one representative from a taxicab company;​

2.13 (5) one representative with familiarity and experience in transit vehicle dispatching​

2.14 services and route connection expertise;​

2.15 (6) the executive director of the Minnesota Council on Transportation Access or their​

2.16 designee;​

2.17 (7) two representatives from a Minnesota regional transportation coordination council,​

2.18 one of whom must be either a volunteer driver who transports persons or goods on behalf​

2.19 of a nonprofit organization or governmental unit using their own private passenger vehicle;​

2.20 (8) one county commissioner from a nonmetropolitan county;​

2.21 (9) a private transit or transportation services provider;​

2.22 (10) one representative from a transit provider who provides transportation services in​

2.23 a small urban area and receives funds under United States Code, title 49, section 5310; and​

2.24 (11) one representative from a transit provider who provides transportation services in​

2.25 a rural area and receives funds under United States Code, title 49, section 5311.​

2.26 (b) The commissioner may convene an in-person meeting of stakeholders to develop​

2.27 the report's contents and recommendations. The commissioner is responsible for providing​

2.28 accessible meeting space and administrative and technical support for any stakeholder​

2.29 meeting to develop the report. Public members of the working group serve without​

2.30 compensation or payment of expenses.​
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3.1 (c) If a volunteer driver under paragraph (a), clause (7), is unable to participate as a​

3.2 stakeholder, the commissioner must select a volunteer driver coordinator from a regional​

3.3 transportation council. If the groups specified in paragraph (a), clause (2), are unable to​

3.4 select a member to participate in the development of the report, the commissioner may​

3.5 appoint two members of the public who are:​

3.6 (1) blind, partially blind, or deafblind; and​

3.7 (2) possess relevant experience in transportation or transit policy or as a rider of special​

3.8 transportation services.​

3.9 Subd. 4. Duties. At a minimum, the commissioner and the stakeholders provided in​

3.10 subdivision 3 must identify and analyze:​

3.11 (1) inefficiencies in route connections and demand response;​

3.12 (2) improvements in coordination across different public, private, and individual sources​

3.13 of transportation;​

3.14 (3) existing gaps in service in Greater Minnesota, including but not limited to:​

3.15 (i) crossing county lines;​

3.16 (ii) collaboration between counties;​

3.17 (iii) resolving local funding share issues; and​

3.18 (iv) vehicle availability, operating funds, staffing, and other capital issues;​

3.19 (4) improvements in dispatch and service time for public and private service, including​

3.20 an analysis of digital and voice technology commercially available to transportation​

3.21 providers;​

3.22 (5) areas of coordination to maximize the availability and use of vehicles for ambulatory​

3.23 people and maximizing the number of wheelchair-accessible vehicles in the program;​

3.24 (6) the impact of Federal Transit Administration rules on mobility service improvements;​

3.25 (7) the impact of Medicare services on transportation availability and options;​

3.26 (8) nonemergency medical transportation issues;​

3.27 (9) the impact of the commissioner's shared mobility work with the Moving Greater​

3.28 Minnesota Forward program; and​

3.29 (10) rural and small urban transportation funding sources and their limitations for use​

3.30 of each relevant source.​
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4.1 Subd. 5. Report. By February 15, 2025, the commissioner of transportation must report​

4.2 the results of the study to the chairs and ranking minority members of the legislative​

4.3 committees with jurisdiction over transportation policy and finance.​

4.4 Subd. 6. Expiration. The collaboration between the stakeholders and the commissioner​

4.5 expires on May 15, 2025, or upon submission of the report required under subdivision 5,​

4.6 whichever is sooner.​

4.7 EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment."​
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