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2021-2022 Statewide Chronic Absenteeism: 30.2% (236,101 Students)
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2022-2023 Statewide Chronic Absenteeism: 25.5% (199,185 Students) 
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Lost Learning Days Adding Up

Students who were chronically absent missed…
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…at least 3.1 million combined days of school 

…and at least 15.9 million hours of instructional time 



A Crisis in All Corners of the State
• In 60 districts across the state, over half of all 

students are not regularly attending school. 
• There are 240 schools with 50% or higher chronic 

absenteeism 
• Statewide 36% of students living in poverty were 

chronically absent 
• These numbers are small improvements from last 

year, but there is much work to be done
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Notes on consistent attendance/chronic absenteeism 

-Chronically absent = 10% or more of school days missed due to 
excused or unexcused absences, as well as out of school 
suspensions 

-Students are considered “in attendance” when on field trips, at 
sporting events, or other extra curricular activities

-”In general, if a school employee is being paid to supervise or 
provide services to a student, that student will be counted as in 
attendance.”

-Only students enrolled at least half the school year are counted for 
the consistent attendance/chronic absenteeism indicator

-From MDE’s “Implementing ESSA: Consistent Attendance FAQ”



Where can I find this info? 
rc.education.mn.gov



rc.education.mn.gov







Statewide and District Data



Chronic Absenteeism Rates 
Statewide 2018-201
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2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025

All Students 14.7% 30.2% 25.5% ??? ???

FRPL 22.7% 42.7% 35.7% ??? ???

ELL 14% 34% 30% ??? ???

SPED 23.7% 29.1% 23.7% ??? ???

American 
Indian

42.4% 55.7% 49.8% ??? ???

Black 22.1% 40% 35.5% ??? ???

Latino 21.2% 41% 36.3% ??? ???

Asian 8.7% 23.6% 20.4% ??? ???

White 12% 25.7% 20.6% ??? ???







2022-2023 District Exemplars 
90%+ of all students consistently attending

Aitkin
Albany
Belgrade-Brooten-Elrosa
Cannon Falls
Caledonia
Cleveland
Community School of Excellence (Charter)
Hawley
Marshall
Math and Science Academy (Charter)
Menagha
Minneota
Nova Classical Academy (Charter)
Parnassus (Charter)
Prairie Seeds Academy (Charter)
Rushford-Peterson
Sebeka
Spectrum High School (Charter)
St. Croix Prep (Charter)
St. Peter
Stride Academy (Charter)
Zumbrota-Mazeppa

85%+ of low income students consistently attending
Aitkin
Albany
Belgrade-Brooten-Elrosa
Cannon Falls
Cleveland
Community School of Excellence (Charter)
Marshall
Math and Science Academy (Charter)
Menagha
Nova Classical Academy (Charter)
Parnassus (Charter)
Prairie Seeds Academy (Charter)
Rushford-Peterson
Sebeka
Spectrum High School (Charter)
St. Croix Prep (Charter)
St. Peter
Stride Academy (Charter)





Data Questions



Can we get timelier data? 

Can we disaggregate chronic absenteeism data by type of 
absence? (Excused, unexcused, suspension) 

Can we report attendance data by age? (Elementary, middle, 
high school)

Can we get a better sense of the severity of absenteeism by 
reporting the number of days missed? As well as habitual chronic 
absenteeism (attendance issues multiple years in a row)










