
•  Smoking declines among Minnesota adults have stalled 
out at 14 percent – leaving 574,000 smokers who still 
need help quitting.2

•  Cigarettes kill 6,300 
Minnesotans per year,  
and cost Minnesota over  
$7 billion.3

•  Nicotine use among youth is 
an epidemic, with 26 percent 
of Minnesota 11th-graders 
now using e-cigarettes.4

•  Even 11 percent of Minnesota  
8th-graders are now vaping.4
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MINNESOTA’S PROGRESS IS 
SLOWING . . . AND YOUTH TOBACCO 
USE IS REMAINS AN EPIDEMIC.

• Over 20 years, prevention 
and treatment programs 
prevented 4,118 deaths, 
4,560 cancers and 
tens of thousands of 
hospitalizations.1

• $5.1 billion was also saved 
in worker productivity and 
health care costs.1

• Since 2001, over 195,000 
Minnesotans got help 
quitting through ClearWay 
Minnesota’s free  
cessation services.

TOBACCO 
PREVENTION 
AND treatment 
IN MINNESOTA 
SAVED 
THOUSANDS 
OF LIVES AND 
BILLIONS OF 
DOLLARS. 

Minnesotans agree: We can do more to prevent kids from becoming addicted. Given declining funding 
sources and dangerously high youth tobacco rates, Minnesotans for a Smoke-Free Generation 

supports increasing public funding for tobacco prevention and treatment efforts.

FUNDING TOBACCO  
PREVENTION AND TREATMENT

FUNDING FOR PREVENTION IN 
MINNESOTA IS RAPIDLY DECLINING.

•  ClearWay MinnesotaSM, a foundation that funds  
the majority of Minnesota tobacco prevention  
and cessation efforts, will sunset in 2021.

•  CDC recommends Minnesota spend  
$53 million per year on prevention and treatment . . . 
but Minnesota is only spending a fraction  
of that ($12.4 million).5,6

•  In comparison, each year the tobacco industry spends 
over $100 million promoting tobacco products in 
Minnesota – not including e-cigarette advertisements.7

•  The state of Minnesota collected nearly $760  
million in tobacco taxes and settlement fees last  
year, but spent just 1 percent of that on prevention  
and treatment.8

The COVID-19 pandemic demonstrates the need for strong public health policies  
to improve lung health and reduce commercial tobacco addiction.
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The state of 
Minnesota collected 
nearly $760 million  
in tobacco taxes  
and settlement  
fees last year, 
but the state 
only spent 1 
percent of that 
total on tobacco 
prevention  
and treatment.8

Minnesotans for a Smoke-Free Generation is a coalition of more than 60 organizations 
that share a common goal of saving Minnesota youth from a lifetime of addiction to 

tobacco. The coalition supports policies that reduce youth smoking and nicotine addiction, 
including increasing tobacco prices, ending the sale of menthol and all flavored tobacco 

products, and funding tobacco prevention and treatment programs.
Find out more at www.smokefreegenmn.org.
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High tobacco 
prices counter Big 
Tobacco’s aggressive 
marketing to youth. 
•  The tobacco industry 

spends more than 
$100 million a year 
on marketing, not 
including e-cigarette 
advertisements.8 

•  Eighty-eight percent 
of Minnesota students 
report seeing ads for 
e-cigarettes.1

Tobacco taxes are a 
powerful tool to 
combat addiction. 

• The youth e-cigarette 
epidemic has erased 
decades of progress  
to lower youth  
tobacco use.1,2,3

• 574,000 Minnesotans 
still smoke, and quitting 
rates have dropped.4

Minnesota  
is facing a  
health crisis of 
youth TOBACCO 
addiction  
and stalled 
smoking rates. 

•  Since 1993, 53 percent of all smoking 
declines in Minnesota are attributable to 
tobacco price increases.5

•  Youth are especially responsive to tobacco 
price changes.6

•  Emerging evidence suggests higher prices 
may reduce youth e-cigarette use.7 

High tobacco prices 
= fewer kids smoking

Minnesotans agree: We can do more to prevent kids from becoming addicted. Minnesotans for  
a Smoke-Free Generation supports increasing the price of tobacco products. Raising cigarette 

prices is the number one way to prevent kids from ever starting and help adults quit.
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The COVID-19 pandemic demonstrates the need for strong public health policies  
to improve lung health and reduce commercial tobacco addiction.



A comprehensive approach  
is needed to reduce  
tobacco’s harm. 
•  Price and taxes are important  

elements of a comprehensive approach  
to tobacco addiction. 

•  Commercial tobacco addiction is growing while 
prevention resources are decreasing. 

•  Current and future tobacco tax revenues should 
be dedicated to prevention and treatment. 

There is no one silver bullet  
to this problem. Lawmakers should:
•  End the sale of all flavored tobacco products
•  Raise the price of all tobacco products
•  Invest in tobacco prevention and treatment programs
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Minnesotans for a Smoke-Free Generation is a coalition of more than 60 organizations 
that share a common goal of saving Minnesota youth from a lifetime of addiction to 

tobacco. The coalition supports policies that reduce youth smoking and nicotine addiction, 
including increasing tobacco prices, ending the sale of menthol and all flavored tobacco 

products, and funding tobacco prevention and treatment programs.
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A 2020 statewide Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota scientific survey found overwhelming support for  
public health policies aimed at reducing tobacco’s harm and creating a smoke-free generation in Minnesota. 

 

FUNDING INCREASE 
 

64% of Minnesotans support increasing state funding for tobacco prevention 
by $15 million. Of those supporters, 39% strongly support the policy. 

 

 

DO YOU SUPPORT  
OR OPPOSE INCREASING 

state funding for prevention 
of youth tobacco and 

 e-cigarette use by  
15 million dollars a year? 

 
 DFL 77%-22% 

GOP 57%-41% 

IND 54%-46% 

White 61%-37% 

African American 72%-26% 
Other Ethnicity 67%-33% 

Urban Center 80%-16% 

Stable Suburbs 49%-50% 

Growth Areas 60%-39% 

Rural 67%-32% 
 

 
SUPPORT OPPOSE 

 
 

CHANGE IN SUPPORT FOR TOBACCO PREVENTION FUNDING 
 
 

 

 INTENSITY GAP SUPPORT FOR POLICY 

 Strongly Support v. 
Strongly Oppose 

Total  
Support 

Strong 
Support 

2017 +4 38% 11% 

2018 -6 57% 20% 

2020 +21 64% 39% 
 
METHODOLOGY INFORMATION: The study contains the results of 
a Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota survey administered to 
800 randomly selected adult residents in Minnesota by Morris 
Leatherman Company. Professional interviewers conducted the 
survey via landline and cell phone calls between January 20 and 
February 7, 2020. The typical respondents took twenty-four 
minutes to complete the questionnaire. Cellphone only households 
with 42% of the sample, landline only households with 10% of the 
sample; with the remaining 48% having both cellphones and 
landlines. The results are projectable to all adult residents in 
Minnesota to within ±3.5% in 95 out of 100 cases. Comparative 
data uses previous Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota surveys 
conducted by Morris Leatherman Company. 
 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota is an independent licensee 
of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 

 

 Oct 2017 
Would you 

support allocating 
$53 million a year 
for state funding 

— about $48 
million more than 
the state spends 

today — to 
reduce tobacco’s 

harms? 

Dec 2018 
Would you 
support or 

oppose increasing 
the funding for 
State tobacco 

prevention and 
quit programs? 

 

Jan 2020 
Do you support or 
oppose increasing 
state funding for 

prevention of 
youth tobacco 
and e-cigarette 

use by 15 million 
dollars a year? 

 

64% 

35% 

39% 

18% 

64% 

49% 

57% 



 
 

A 2020 statewide Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota scientific survey found overwhelming support for  
public health policies aimed at reducing tobacco’s harm and creating a smoke-free generation in Minnesota. 

 

TOBACCO TAX INCREASE 
 

62% of Minnesotans support a tobacco tax increase and dedicated funding  
for tobacco prevention. Of those supporters, 43% strongly support the policy. 

 

DO YOU SUPPORT  
OR OPPOSE INCREASING 
the tax on cigarettes and 
other tobacco products, 
such as e-cigarettes and 
chewing tobacco, and 
dedicate the money to 
youth prevention and 
helping smokers quit? 

 
 DFL 67%-31% 

GOP 58%-42% 

IND 54%-44% 

White 63%-35% 

African American 63%-37% 

Other Ethnicity 57%-42% 

Urban Center 51%-49% 

Stable Suburbs 55%-43% 

Growth Areas 62%-36% 

Rural 68%-31% 
 

 
SUPPORT OPPOSE 

 
 
 

CHANGE IN SUPPORT FOR RAISING THE PRICE OF TOBACCO 
 
 

 

 INTENSITY GAP SUPPORT FOR POLICY 

 Strongly Support v. 
Strongly Oppose 

Total  
Support 

Strong 
Support 

2018 +10 61% 34% 

2020 +24 62% 43% 
 
METHODOLOGY INFORMATION: The study contains the results of 
a Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota survey administered to 
800 randomly selected adult residents in Minnesota by Morris 
Leatherman Company. Professional interviewers conducted the 
survey via landline and cell phone calls between January 20 and 
February 7, 2020. The typical respondents took twenty-four 
minutes to complete the questionnaire. Cellphone only households 
with 42% of the sample, landline only households with 10% of the 
sample; with the remaining 48% having both cellphones and 
landlines. The results are projectable to all adult residents in 
Minnesota to within ±3.5% in 95 out of 100 cases. Comparative 
data uses previous Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota surveys 
conducted by Morris Leatherman Company. 
 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota is an independent licensee 
of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 

 

 Dec 2018 
Would you support or 

oppose a $1 tax increase 
on a pack of cigarettes 
and a comparable tax 

increase on other  
tobacco products, such  

as e-cigarettes and 
chewing tobacco?   

Jan 2020 
Do you support or  

oppose increasing the  
tax on cigarettes and 

other tobacco products, 
such as e-cigarettes and 
chewing tobacco, and 
dedicate the money to 
youth prevention and 
helping smokers quit? 

 

62% 

37% 

43% 

19% 

64% 

61% 
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