
The Friends is Your Resource for Minnesota Readers and Writers. 
The Friends is the Center for the Book in Minnesota, designated by the Library of Congress. The Center 
for the Book is a national initiative established in 1977 to promote reading, literacy, libraries, as well as 
the scholarly study of books.

All 50 states, plus the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico, have a designated Center for the Book. The 
Friends was honored with this distinction largely because of the success of our statewide programs, 
including the Minnesota Book Awards. As Minnesota’s Center for the Book, The Friends connects 
readers and writers across the state through dynamic programming that benefits all ages. Below is an 
overview of our most visible programs. 

thefriends.org/mncenter

This statewide book club invites Minnesotans of all ages to read a common title and come together 
virtually to enjoy, reflect, and discuss. 

Reading and discussion guides as well as recordings of author events are available. 

thefriends.org/onebook

Moving Words: Writers Across Minnesota
These free lively discussions, currently being held virtually, feature multi-genre, Minnesota Book Award-
winning authors in conversation. Each event is an opportunity for writers and readers to explore various 
themes together: the impact of literature in their lives, their connection as fellow Minnesotans, and the 
lens through which we read. 

thefriends.org/movingwords

https://thefriends.org/mncenter
https://thefriends.org/onebook
https://thefriends.org/movingwords


Minnesota 
WRITERS  
DIRECTORY
With this interactive directory, teachers and librarians throughout Minnesota can find local authors who 
might be a good fit for virtual programming and students can learn more about Minnesota writers.

View the calendar of events here: mnwritersdirectory.org

These programs are made possible in part by the State of Minnesota through a grant to the 
Minnesota Center for the Book through the Minnesota Department of Education.  

 1 Margaret Culkin Banning ..... Fiction, Nonfiction
 2 Kelly Barnhill .............................. Children’s Fiction
 3 Marion Dane Bauer ................. Children’s Fiction, Nonfiction
 4 Charles Baxter ........................... Fiction, Nonfiction
 5 Sandra Benitez .......................... Fiction, Memoir
 6 John Berryman.......................... Poetry
 7 Carol Bly ....................................... Journalism, Fiction
 8 Robert Bly ................................... Poetry, Nonfiction
 9 Lois McMaster Bujold ............ Science Fiction, Fantasy
 10 Frances Densmore .................. Nonfiction
 1 1 Kate DiCamillo .......................... Children’s Fiction
 12 Ignatius Donnelly ..................... Nonfiction, Speculative Fiction
 13 Bob Dylan .................................... Musician, Lyricist
 14 Charles Eastman ...................... Memoir, Nonfiction
 15 Leif Enger .................................... Fiction
 16 Heid Erdrich ................................ Poetry, Nonfiction
 17 Louise Erdrich ........................... Fiction, Poetry
 18 F. Scott Fitzgerald ................... Fiction
 19 Vince Flynn ................................. Fiction, Thrillers

 20 Wanda Gág ................................. Children’s Fiction
 2 1 Diane Glancy .............................. Poetry, Fiction
 22 Paul Gruchow ............................. Nonfiction, Memoir
 23 Judith Guest ............................... Fiction
 24 Patricia Hampl ........................... Nonfiction, Memoir
 25 Ellen Hart ..................................... Fiction, Mystery
 26 Jon Hassler .................................. Fiction
 27 Pete Hautman ............................ Fiction, Children’s Fiction
 28 Bill Holm ....................................... Poetry, Memoir
 29 Helen Hoover ............................. Nonfiction, Children’s Fiction
 30 David Housewright ................. Fiction, Mystery
 3 1 Florence Page Jaques ........... Nonfiction
 32 Marlon James ............................. Fiction, Fantasy
 33 Louis Jenkins ............................. Poetry
 34 Garrison Keillor ......................... Fiction, Poetry
 35 William Kent Krueger ............ Fiction, Mystery
 36 Lorna Landvik ............................ Fiction
 37 Meridel Le Sueur ...................... Fiction, Nonfiction
 38 Sinclair Lewis ............................. Fiction

 39 Maud Hart Lovelace................ Children’s Fiction
 40 Frederick Manfred ................... Fiction, Journalism
 41 Eugene Joseph McCarthy ... Nonfiction, Poetry
 42 Thomas McGrath ...................... Poetry, Fiction
 43 James McPherson .................... Nonfiction
 44 Vilhelm Moberg ........................ Fiction, Nonfiction
 45 David Mura .................................. Poetry, Nonfiction
 46 Jim Northrup .............................. Fiction, Nonfiction
 47 Tim O’Brien ................................. Fiction, Memoir
 48 Beatrice Ojakangas ................ Cookbooks
 49 Sigurd Olson ............................... Memoir, Nonfiction
 50 Gordon Parks ............................. Fiction, Photography
 5 1 Alexs Pate .................................... Fiction, Nonfiction
 52 Gary Paulsen .............................. Children’s Fiction
 53 Bao Phi .......................................... Poetry, Children’s Fiction
 54 Robert Pirsig .............................. Fiction
 55 J.F. Powers................................... Fiction
 56 O.E. Rølvaag ............................... Fiction, Nonfiction
 57 Calvin Rutstrum ........................ Nonfiction, Memoir

 58 John Sandford ........................... Fiction, Mystery
 59 Charles M. Schulz ..................... Comic Strip
 60 Julie Schumacher .................... Fiction
 6 1 Mabel Seeley .............................. Fiction, Mystery
 62 Eric Sevareid .............................. Journalism, Memoir
 63 Lavyrle Spencer ........................ Fiction, Romance
 64 Faith Sullivan .............................. Fiction
 65 Anton Treuer .............................. Nonfiction
 66 David Treuer ............................... Fiction, Nonfiction
 67 Brenda Ueland........................... Nonfiction, Memoir
 68 Thorstein Veblen ...................... Nonfiction
 69 Gerald Vizenor .......................... Fiction, Nonfiction
 70 Donald Wandrei ........................ Speculative Fiction, Mystery
 7 1 Will Weaver ................................ Fiction
 72 Laura Ingalls Wilder ............... Children’s Fiction
 73 August Wilson ........................... Drama
 74 Kathleen Woodiwiss .............. Fiction, Romance
 75 Kao Kalia Yang .......................... Memoir, Children’s Fiction

MINNESOTA WRITERS ON THE MAP
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Available in both hard copy and interactive online formats, this map is a collection of writers, from 
historical to modern times, whose contributions to the state’s literary legacy are profound. 

Visit the map at mnwritersmap.org to learn more or to request a printed copy for your classroom.

This statewide writing contest is for students in grades 4-12. The program invites students to read a 
book of their choice, reflect on it, and write a personal letter to the author explaining how the book 
changed their views of the world and/or themselves. 

Submissions will open for the next season on November 2, 2020 (Deadline: January 8, 2021). 

thefriends.org/letters 

https://mnwritersdirectory.org
https://mnwritersmap.org
https://thefriends.org/letters

