m COUNCIL FOR MINNESOTANS
OF AFRICAN HERITAGE

May 7, 2025

To: Chair Lindsey Port, Chair Spencer Igo, and the Housing Finance Bill Conference Committee
Re: Inclusion of African American Workforce Affordable Homeownership (SF2423/HF2507) in the
Housing Finance Bill

Chair Port, Chair Spencer, and Conference Members,

Minnesota’s housing crisis has deep roots in the crisis of Black homeownership. We urge you to include
African American Workforce Affordable Homeownership (SF2423/2507) in the omnibus budget legislation.
The gravity of the homeownership gap and its disproportionate impacts on Black Minnesotans necessitate
investing in affordable Black homeownership and using Black Minnesotans as the production workforce.

Community Need - Minnesota’s homeownership rate is more than 70%, but less than 30% of US-
born and foreign-born Black Minnesotans own a home. An estimated 36K Black Minnesotans are
credit-ready to buy a home, if provided access to affordable homeownership opportunities’.
SF2423/HF2507 responds to the needs of these Minnesotans through investments in affordable
homeownership and workforce infrastructure development.

Prudent Use of Resources — Underserved Black communities consistently experience structural
imbalances between community need and funding capacity—even during times when the
mainstream economy appears to be good and stable. Good government must address these
community realities. Prudent action requires prioritization of investments in Black self-help to tackle
Black housing instability.

Thank you for your leadership in state efforts to address Minnesota’s housing needs. Please ensure that the
2025 Minnesota Legislature establishes and funds the African American Workforce Affordable
Homeownership Program.

Respectfully,

Council for Minnesotans of African Heritage (CMAH)
East Metro Civic Alliance (EMCA)

NAACP Saint Paul

Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless (MCH)
African Career Education and Resource Inc (ACER)
Minnesota Equal Opportunity Partnership (MEOP)
Stairstep Foundation

African American Leadership Forum (AALF)

Legacy Family Center

Phumulani Minnesota

Bethel University Department of Social Work

! Sources: AECF Last Updated February 2025, ALANA Brain Trust March 2024, MHP March 2024, MN State Demographer
March 2025.

658 Cedar Street, Suite G57, Saint Paul, MN 55155 | www.mn.gov/cmah


http://www.mn.gov/cmah
https://datacenter.aecf.org/data/tables/7678-children-living-in-households-with-a-high-housing-cost-burden-by-race-and-ethnicity#detailed/1/any/false/2545,1095,2048,1729,37,871,870,573,869,36/any/14832,14833
https://empoweringstrategies.org/estimate-of-potential-african-american-homeowners-in-minnesota/
https://mhponline.org/wp-content/uploads/FINAL_SOTS_2024.pdf
https://mn.gov/admin/assets/MN_HomeownershipReport_final_3.3.2025_tcm36-671952.pdf

