Caring for seniors is labor intensive, and wages and benefits make up the vast
majority of operating costs. Having already streamlined their operations, nursing
homes and assisted living establishments have limited options to reduce their
budgets when faced with cuts and are forced to reduce staff hours, eliminate
healthcare benefits, cut staff and delay capital expenditures.
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Caring for our seniors is a demanding and selfless job.
Unfortunately, in Minnesota there is a significant gap
between caregivers’ wages in nursing homes as compared to CNA
similar positions in hospital settings. The state’s chronic
underfunding of older adult services puts providers at a
competitive disadvantage when it comes to attracting and
retaining talent. The following chart demonstrates
Minnesota’s wage gap.
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