
Why is this bill needed?
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) currently lacks legal authority to waive or 
assume fees or costs imposed by statute upon on 
an applicant requesting either an easement over 
state land or a release of an easement that the 
state holds on the applicant’s land. The DNR needs 
such authority in circumstances where grant of 
the easement or easement release will benefit the 
state’s land management interests.

It is important that the DNR have the ability to 
enter into 30-year leases of DNR facilities even 
if they are not associated with recreational trails. 
This bill amends current law to clarify that this 
authority exists.  

Legislative authorization is required for the DNR 
to make changes to state park and state forest 
boundaries, to sell certain surplus state riparian 
land, to sell surplus state land by private sale or 
to sell surplus land for less than market value. The 
bill includes provisions authorizing the addition of 
lands to a state park boundary and the addition 
and deletion of lands from state forest boundaries. 
It authorizes the public sale of three parcels of 

surplus state riparian lands, the private sale of one 
parcel of surplus state land, and the private sales 
of two parcels of surplus riparian state land for less 
than market value.  

Major program elements
The bill would amend Minnesota Statutes, sections 
84.63, 84.631, and 84.632 to include language that 
would allow the commissioner of natural resources 
to assume the application fee and waive or assume 
some or all of the other fees or costs provided in 
those sections, instead of requiring payment by the 
applicant, when the commissioner determines that 
the easement or easement release will benefit the 
state’s land management interests. For example, 
this may be appropriate where the DNR needs 
to move a landowner’s existing access because 
of a DNR project and the landowner will need an 
easement to cross state land for legal access in 
the future.  

The bill would amend Minn. Stat. sec. 92.502 to 
clarify that 30-year leases of DNR facilities are 
permitted even if they are not associated with 
recreational trails. 
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The bill also authorizes the addition of land to a state 
park boundary, the addition and deletion of lands 
from state forest boundaries, and the sale of specific 
parcels of surplus state land. 

Fiscal impacts
Authorizing the DNR to cover some or all of the 
fees or costs imposed on an applicant in connection 
with applications for easements will have small fiscal 
impacts, but the amounts are unknown. It is expected 
that the option to cover fees and costs will only 
rarely be used.  If sales of state land authorized by 
the bill occur, there will be revenues from the sales.

Statute Proposal
Sec. 1.  Amends Minn. Stat. § 84.63 to allow the 
commissioner of natural resources to assume 
the application fee and waive or assume some or 
all of the remaining fees or costs imposed under 
this section upon the United States, a federally 
recognized Indian Tribe, or the state of Minnesota 
or any of its subdivisions when the commissioner 
determines that the requested easement across 
state land will benefit the state’s land management 
interests.

Sec. 2.  Amends Minn. Stat. § 84.631 to allow the 
commissioner of natural resources to assume 
the application fee and waive or assume some 
or all of the remaining fees or costs imposed 
under this section upon a private person when 
the commissioner determines that the requested 
easement across state land will benefit the state’s 
land management interests.

Sec. 3.  Amends Minn. Stat. § 84.632 to allow 
the commissioner of natural resources to assume 
the application fee and waive or assume some or 

all of the remaining fees or costs imposed under 
this section upon a landowner who requests the 
release of an easement acquired by the state when 
the commissioner determines that the requested 
easement release will benefit the state’s land 
management interests.

Sec. 4.  Amends Minn. Stat. § 92.502 to clarify that 
30-year leases of DNR facilities are permitted even 
if they are not associated with recreational trails.

Sec. 5.  Adds 11.50 acres to the boundary of 
Myre-Big Island State Park, Freeborn County. 

Sec. 6.  Deletes 7,482 acres from the boundary of 
Cloquet Valley State Forest, St. Louis County. The 
deleted acres have been designated as portions of 
the Riverlands State Forest, St. Louis County. 

Sec. 7.  Adds 121.5 acres to Riverlands State Forest, 
St. Louis County.

Sec. 8.  Authorizes the public sale of 29.6 acres 
of surplus riparian state land in Cass County.  

Sec. 9.  Authorizes the public sale of 9.53 acres of 
surplus riparian state land in Fillmore County.  

Sec. 10.  Authorizes the private sale of approximately 
.55 acres of surplus riparian state land in Hennepin 
County to a local unit of government for less than 
market value.  

Sec. 11.  Authorizes the public sale of 59.0 acres of 
surplus riparian state land in Itasca County.  

Sec. 12.  Authorizes the private sale of 2.0 acres 
of surplus state land in Pine County.  

Sec. 13.  Authorizes the private sale of .05 acres of 
surplus riparian state land in Sherburne County for 
less than market value. 
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For more information contact:
Bob Meier, Assistant Commissioner 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Rd, St. Paul, MN 55155-4047

Phone: 651-259-5024
Email: bob.meier@state.mn.us

This information can be made available in 
alternative formats such as large print, braille or 
audio tape by emailing info.dnr@state.mn.us  
or calling 651-259-5016.

mailto:bob.meier@state.mn.us
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Friday March 4th, 2022 
 
SUBJECT:  2022 Minnesota Association of County Land Commissioners Legislative Priorities 
 
As I'm sure you're aware, our organization represents fifteen northern Minnesota counties that collectively 
manage 2.7 million acres of land for the various resources the forest provides. During the September 29, 2021 
Minnesota Association of County Land Commissioners (MACLC) meeting, the 2022 legislative priorities for 
our association were discussed. The priorities fall into three categories: leases, blighted properties, and 
conservation easements. 
 

1. Leases: giving Counties greater flexibility in length and dollar limit for leases 
 

2. Blighted Property: create or allow additional funding sources for blighted property remediation 
 

3. Conservation Easements: allow Counties to put conservation easements on tax forfeited land for 
ecosystem services including carbon offsets and wetland banks 

 
I, as chair, am willing to help testify for any of these items. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Nate Eide 
Chair of MACLC 
 

Aitkin  Carlton Cook  Itasca  Lake of the  
Woods 

 
Becker  Cass  Crow Wing Koochiching Pine 
 
 
Beltrami Clearwater Hubbard Lake  St. Louis 
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