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Overview

This bill makes a number of changes to the state’s native prairie bank program
that are being recommended by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR). The
program allows the DNR to purchase conservation easements to protect native
prairie.

Summary

Section Description

1

Definition.

Modifies the definition of “native prairie” for purposes of the native prairie bank
program.

Easement acquisition.

Allows native prairie bank easements to be placed on school trust lands. Requires the
DNR to get advice from the school trust lands director prior to acquiring such
easements.

Payments.

Increases the payment rate for native prairie bank easements from 65 percent of the
permanent marginal agricultural land payment rate established by the Board of
Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) to ten percent more than the noncrop easement
rate BWSR pays (payment rates vary by township). Allows the DNR to acquire land in
fee under the program if the landowner requests and allows the DNR to pay up to 25
percent more than BWSR’s noncrop easement payment rate for the acquisition.
Requires the DNR to establish payment rates if BWSR does not establish noncrop
easement payment rates and specifies the factors that must be considered when
establishing the rates. Requires easements on school trust lands to be no less than
100 percent of the easement’s appraised value.
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