
 
 
 
March 22, 2022 
 
Representative Jennifer Schultz, Committee Chair 
Human Services Committee 
Minnesota House of Representatives 
 
 
Dear Representative Schultz: 
 
My name is Julie Sjordal, I am the Chief Executive Officer of St. David’s Center, a nonprofit organization 
with a mission to build relationships that nurture the development of every child and family. We provide 
a range of critically needed services to over 4,000 children and families across the Twin Cities metro 
area. A major focus of our organization’s work is providing parent support and mental health services 
for children and families that have faced significant challenges throughout their young lives. One of the 
populations we have served includes children who need out of home placement in licensed or relative 
foster care.  Along with a number of providers in the community, St. David’s Center is eager to provide 
support to the relatives who take on the role and responsibility of foster parenting while children need 
care.   
 
I am writing today to ask you and the House Human Services Committee to support HF4217 – a bill 
which supports the development of grants to recruit and support BIPOC community members who 
become foster families, while incorporating additional language that prioritizes kinship caregiving.  
 
This bill will provide grant opportunities for organizations to help family members who so courageously 
step into the role of parenting nieces, nephews, and grandchildren at a time when life is so uncertain 
and scary, not only for the children but for the whole family. If families are supported, the likelihood of 
maintaining a safe and stable placement for children is much higher.   

We urge you and the Human Services Committee to support this bill.   
 
With gratitude for your leadership and service, 
 

 
Julie Sjordal 
Chief Executive Officer 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.revisor.mn.gov%2Fbills%2Ftext.php%3Fnumber%3DHF4217%26type%3Dbill%26version%3D0%26session%3Dls92%26session_year%3D2022%26session_number%3D0&data=04%7C01%7Ckrickord%40stdavidscenter.org%7Cf3398ea763db4ef5d99308da09d96abf%7C8a1dec1812f14b35a64da6de2bb8494a%7C0%7C0%7C637833126808015643%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=CwubWQfbewF9MSXX524blOkQD5zBOnIXL2rCfHynSSo%3D&reserved=0

