- fasy
. A

Co-Founder & Chief
Executive Officer

Teonna Woolford

Co-Founder

Kim Smith-Whitley, M.D

Co-Founder

Lydia Pecker, M.D

Chair

Ojong Bate, PharmD

Board Members
Nick Hudson
Natasha Thomas
Shayla Brooks
Tressa Gamache
Phillip Sanders
Maurice Garland
Jeron Hill

Vanessa Vassall

Sickle Cell Reproductive Health Education Directive 712 H Street NE

y 9 Suite #1951
S RED District of Columbia, 20002

April 5,2026

Representative Erin Koegel, Co-Chair
Representative Tim O’Driscoll, Co-Chair
Committee on Commerce Finance and Policy

RE: Support Minnesota Building Families Act - HF 1758 (Kotyza-Witthuhn)

Dear Co-Chair Koegel, Co-Chair O’Driscoll, and Committee Members:

On behalf of [organization], | am writing to express our strong support for the Minnesota
Building Families Act and to respectfully urge the Committee on Commerce Finance and
Policy to advance this bill out of committee.

The Minnesota Building Families Act provides access to critical fertility health care. It
improves care by requiring coverage for infertility treatment and fertility preservation for
men and women. The bill covers in vitro fertilization (IVF) and other infertility treatments,
well as fertility preservation for cancer patients and others at risk of medically induced
infertility.

Without health insurance coverage for fertility treatments, including IVF, most Minnesota
cannot access this medically necessary care. Fertility treatment is no more expensive
than a knee replacement or a C-section; the difference is the lack of insurance coverage.

One in six individuals has trouble getting pregnant or sustaining a pregnancy. Infertility
does not discriminate. Infertility cuts across socioeconomic levels, and all racial, ethnic,
and religious lines. It affects men and women equally.

Without insurance coverage, hardworking Minnesotans are forced to risk their financial
futures just to have a family. These treatments are so necessary that legislators and
State employees already have this coverage.



It’s time Minnesota joins the growing list of 25 states that require fertility coverage. As
proven in these states, insurance coverage for IVF decreases the chance of multiple
births. Reducing multiple births decreases overall health care costs and results in
healthier babies and healthier moms.

Let’s live up to our family-driven values as Minnesotans and pass the Minnesota
Building Families Act.

Sincerely,

Teonna Woolford



