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Northwest: 23.2%

Southwest: 20.3%

Northeast: 21%

Central: 18.2%

Metro: 18.6%

Southeast: 17.5%

Percentage of the population within the 
region enrolled in Medical Assistance



Average monthly enrollment: 2013-2020

2020 average monthly enrollment: 

• 513,128 children  

• 167,281 parents

• 17,722 pregnant women 



How do Minnesotans get health coverage?

White American Indian/Alaskan 
Native

African American Asian Asian

• 44% of Black/African American Minnesotans

• 39% of American Indian/Alaskan Native Minnesotans

• 31% of Latinx Minnesotans

• 20% of Asian Minnesotans 

• 9% White Minnesotans 

• 24% of “Other” Minnesotans

Medicaid is the source of health care coverage for:



How do Minnesotans get health coverage?

Medicaid is the source of health care 
coverage in Minnesota for: 

• 64% of Black/African American 
children 

• 54% of American Indian/Alaskan 
Native children 

• 52% of Latinx children 

• 31% of Asian children 

• 17% of White children 

• 28% of “Other” children
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Medical Assistance spending in calendar year 2019

Total spending: ~$746million Total spending ~$1.19 billion Total spending: ~$181 million
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Eligibility

People in 
household 100% FPG 200% FPG 275% FPG

1 $12,760 $25,520 $35,090

2 $17,240 $34,480 $47,410

3 $21,720 $43,440 $59,730

4 $26,200 $52,400 $72,050

Income standards

Federal poverty guidelines (FPG)
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Medical Assistance eligibility factors: pregnant women 

• A woman who is pregnant or within the postpartum 
period (two months following the month pregnancy 
ends) may be eligible for Medical Assistance 

• Income must be at or below 278 percent of federal 
poverty guidelines (FPG)  

o $3,993 monthly for a household of two or $47,927 
annually

o Eligibility continues until the end of the postpartum 
period, irrespective of any income changes.

• Must meet all other Medical Assistance eligibility 
requirements (e.g., a resident of Minnesota)

• There is no asset test.



Medical Assistance eligibility factors: infants and children

• Newborns: Children born to mothers enrolled in 
Medical Assistance at the time of their birth have 
automatic eligibility through their first year of life as 
long as a Minnesota resident.

• Infants: Children through the month of their second 
birthday

o Household income at or below 283 percent FPG
($4,065 monthly for a family of two or $48,789 annually)

• Children ages 2 through 18

o Household income at or below 275 percent FPG 
($3,950 monthly for a family of two or $47,410 annually)

• Children ages 19 and 20

o Household Income at or below 133 percent FPG  
($1,910 monthly for a family of two or $22,929 annually)
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Medical Assistance eligibility factors for TEFRA

A child must: 

• Be under age 19 with a disability certified by either the 
Social Security Administration or the DHS State Medical 
Review Team (SMRT)

• Meet statutory level-of-care requirements as determined 
by SMRT

• Live with at least one biological or adoptive parent

• Meet nonfinancial Medical Assistance eligibility 
requirements (e.g., Minnesota residency)



Enrollment process
• Application may be made online via the MNsure 

website at www.mnsure.org or with a paper 
application and returned to the county, tribal 
agency or DHS by mail, fax or in person

• Application help is available from county or 
tribal agencies, DHS, the MNsure Contact Center, 
a navigator, or broker

• Once eligibility is determined, applicants receive 
a notice of the eligibility result 

• If eligible, new members receive a welcome 
packet and Minnesota Health Care Programs ID 
card and select a managed care plan
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http://www.mnsure.org/


Covered services for children under 21
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Mandatory benefits Optional benefits

Inpatient hospital Prescription drugs

Outpatient hospital Eyeglasses

Early Periodic Screening 
Diagnosis and Treatment

Dental services

Lab and X-ray Chiropractic services

Transportation Hospice

Physician services Optometry services



Early Periodic Screening Diagnosis and Treatment

Child and Teen Checkups
• Well child visits
• Outreach to children and families
• Training with providers
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Doulas

Covered services: up to seven 
sessions of childbirth education and 
support services, which include 
emotional and physical support 
provided before, during and after 
childbirth. 



Community Health Workers

Trained health 
educators who have 
completed a specific 
curriculum

Provide diagnosis-
related education, 
such as:
• Chronic disease 

management
• Diabetes prevention
• Oral health care
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Dental services

• Medical Assistance covers 
comprehensive dental benefits for 
children 

• In 2016 and 2017, less than 40 percent 
of kids on Medical Assistance received 
any dental service
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Individualized Education Program (IEP)

Services Include:
• Physical therapy

• Occupational therapy

• Speech and audiology

• Mental health

• Assistive technology

• Special transportation

• Interpreters

• Nursing 

• Personal care assistant

1/15/2021 Optional Tagline Goes Here | mn.gov/dhs 18



The big picture



Thank you!
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