The St. Louis River Restoration Initiative
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“One of the most important shallow water and wetland complexes

on the Great Lakes, and deserves the attention it is finally receiving

after so many years of past abuse and neglect.” -- Rich Staffon, Lega Cy Issues
President, .J. McCabe Chapter, Izaak Walton League of America




“The restoration of shallow bay habitat is very important for biological

productivity and increased fish production. . .
Habitat.” -- Curt Ellestad, President, Com plEtI ng PijECtS
Lake Superior Chapter of Muskies Inc.
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Radio Tower Bay
completed in 2015




Radio Tower Bay
completed in 2015




Chambers Grove
completed in 2015
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Chambers Grove
completed in 2015
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Interstate Island
completed in 2021
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Interstate Island
completed in 2021




Kingsbury Bay
completed in 2021




Kingsbury Bay
Community Revitalization
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Kingsbury Bay

Community Revitalization
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Grassy Point
completed in 2021




Grassy Point
completed in 2021
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Manoomin (wild rice)
2014 - ongoing
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“These efforts are having a positive effect on the
water quality and the biological productivity of the
fish and wildlife.” -- David Nelson, President Twin
Ports Walleye Association

Seeing the Results



Seeing the Results

Blake Cazier




Leveraging
Support

RADIO TOWER BAY
OHF

$4,780,895 $2,498,741 CWF

$150,390

$125,000 — o ; OHE
GRASSY POINT 9\ 56,434,834
KINGSBURY BAY

$19,337,298
|| GREAT LAKES RESTORATION INITIATIVE

[ |cLean wATER FUND $2,918,876
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(SSFLFERC, MN Rem Funds and NRDA)



There’s more to do...

perior Estuary
Marsh Habitat




Closing Thoughts

The St. Louis River Estuary is...

e An unmatched habitat resource

* Unique and incredibly diverse
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Thank You!

Melissa Sjolund

St. Louis River & Lake Superior Program Supervisor

m DEPARTMENT OF Melissa.Sjolund@state.mn.us
NATURAL RESOURCES 218-302-3245
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