
 

 

Co-Chair Rep. Peter Fischer    Co-Chair Rep. Josh Heintzeman  
House Environment and Natural Resources  House Environment and Natural Resources 
 Policy and Finance CommiƩee     Policy and Finance CommiƩee 
5th Floor Centennial Office Building   5th Floor Centennial Office Building  
Saint Paul, MN 55155     Saint Paul, MN 55155  

March 2, 2026  

Co-Chairs and Members of the Environment and Natural Resources Policy and Finance CommiƩee, 

The Environment & Natural Resources Trust Fund benefits current ciƟzens and future generaƟons by 
providing long-term, consistent, and stable funding for projects to protect, conserve, and enhance 
Minnesota’s “air, water, land, fish, wildlife, and other natural resources.” Minnesota voters overwhelmingly 
endorsed this strategy when they voted to conƟnue sending a porƟon of the state loƩery proceeds to the 
Environment & Natural Resources Trust Fund (ENRTF) with 77% approval in 2024. Since 1991 ENRTF has 
provided over $1.1 billion to 1,700+ projects benefiƟng every county in the state.  

Our organizaƟons are proud to support the Environment & Natural Resources Trust Fund AppropriaƟons 
Bill, HF3426, which conƟnues this special Minnesota tradiƟon of environmental stewardship.  

This bill contains the recommendaƟons of the LegislaƟve-CiƟzen Commission on Minnesota Resources 
(LCCMR), a body of 17 members comprised of ciƟzens and legislators who spend significant Ɵme reviewing 
proposals from across the state to inform the legislature on the best way to direct ENRTF dollars toward 
cleaner water, healthier forests and prairies, world-class hiking and biking trails, cuƫng-edge natural 
resources research insƟtuƟons, opportuniƟes for enrichment and environmental educaƟon  programming, 
and abundant fish and wildlife.   

In addiƟon to advancing the recommendaƟons of the LCCMR, we urge the commiƩee to include the annual 
appropriaƟon from the ENRTF to the Community Grant program. This program created by the legislature in 
2023 and operated by the Department of Natural Resources serves as a new tool to increase the ability to 
“expand the number and diversity of recipients who benefit from the environment and natural resources 
trust fund, especially in communiƟes that have been adversely affected by polluƟon and environmental 
degradaƟon” (Minn. Statutes 116X.03).   

Tying together both the LCCMR recommendaƟons and the fiscal year 2027 appropriaƟon to this program was 
agreed to among the co-chairs of the House Environment and Natural Resources Policy and Finance 
CommiƩee; the Chair of the Senate Environment, Climate and Legacy CommiƩee; the co-chairs of the House 
Ways & Means CommiƩee and the Chair of the Senate Finance CommiƩee during the 2025 Special LegislaƟve 
Session. As the DNR is now poised to launch this program aŌer extensive preparaƟon and planning, we - and 
the millions of Minnesotans who voted to establish it - look forward to having next year’s funding available on 
schedule to meet the program goals.  

The Environment & Natural Resources Trust Fund helps enƟƟes from all over Minnesota to protect, conserve, 
preserve, and enhance Minnesota’s natural resources, including small towns to large urban ciƟes, counƟes 
and watershed districts, Minnesota colleges and universiƟes, non-profits, federal and state agencies, and 
more.   

Thank you for your support of HF3426 and conƟnued support of the Community Grants appropriaƟon. 

Respecƞully submiƩed by the following organizaƟons,  



 

 

Alliance for Sustainability 
Audubon Upper Mississippi River  
AusƟn Audubon Society  
Brainerd Lakes Audubon Society  
Central Minnesota Audubon Society  
Climate Land Leaders  
ConservaƟon Minnesota 
CURE 
Ducks Unlimited 
Environmental IniƟaƟve 
Environmental JusƟce CoordinaƟng Council 
Freshwater Society 
Friends of the Boundary Waters Wilderness 
Friends of the Mississippi River 
Great River Greening 
IniƟaƟve FoundaƟon 
Land of Lakes Bird Alliance  
Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy 
Minnesota Environmental Partnership 
Minnesota Land Trust 
Minnesota River Valley Audubon Chapter  
Mississippi Headwaters Audubon Society  
Minnesota Valley Trust 
Minnesota Wildlife FederaƟon 
MN350 
Northeastern Minnesota Bird Alliance  
Northern Waters Land Trust 
Pheasants Forever 
Prairie Lakes Audubon Chapter  
Public Policy Project 
Rainbow Research 
Sharon Nordrum, Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians 
St. Paul Bird Alliance  
The Nature Conservancy 
Trust for Public Land 
University of Minnesota Regional Sustainable Development Partnerships 
Urban Bird Conservancy 
Wilderness Inquiry 
Zumbro Valley Audubon Society  



 
 

March 2nd, 2026 

Minnesota House Environment and Natural Resources Finance and Policy Committee,  

Dear Co-Chair Fischer, Co- Chair Heintzeman and Committee members, 

I am writing on behalf of Land Stewardship Project’s (LSP’s) 4,500 member households made 

up of farmers, rural residents, and supporters in strong support of HF 3426. Specifically, section 

39.26-40.4 which would expand the incredibly popular and effective Olmsted County Soil 

Health program to other counties within Southeast Minnesota.  

A top priority for LSP is reducing the high levels of nitrates causing groundwater contamination 

at levels that put more than 9,000 residents in MN’s Karst region under significant threat to 

human health. In April 2023, LSP and our allies petitioned the EPA to address unsafe levels of 

nitrate contamination resulting in EPA’s issuing a request that state agencies address nitrates in 

Southeast Minnesota now. The problem is clear. It is time for the state to act boldly and invest 

accordingly.  

At the root of the nitrate pollution problem are cropland acres dominated by corn which is the 

primary crop that utilizes synthetic nitrogen fertilizers. According to MPCA, areas of the state 

where nitrate pollution is high, like southeastern Minnesota, commercial application of fertilizer 

on cropland contributes more than 70% of the nitrate pollution. Small and mid-sized farms and 

rural communities around the state cannot thrive, or even survive, in an environment where the 

over-application of manure and fertilizers threatens human and ecosystem health. This is why the 

Olmsted County Soil Health program is an effective program incentivizing a third crop rotation 

of small grains, haying and grazing and cover crops which all have great water quality benefits 

and build soil health. This program pays for results which is a critical difference from other soil 

health programs, for instance, farmers can receive an additional payment for when they allow 

their cover crops to grow to a certain height, or if they plant directly into that cover crop.  

We strongly urge the committee to support this funding and expand this critical program.  

Thank you, 

Laura Schreiber 

Government Relations Director 

https://landstewardshipproject.org/nitrates-season-of-reckoning/
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