
2022 Solar for Schools Update

Kevin Lee, Deputy Commissioner – Department of Commerce



Commerce Solar for Schools Program

• Schools outside Xcel Territory
• 216C.375 enacted in 2021
• Funding for public K-12 

schools, colleges, and 
universities

• Based on school’s financial 
need

TIMELINE

• July 1 – December 31, 2022: Program 
design, public hearing, and outreach

• January 5, 2022:  Program launched   

• January 31, 2022:  Round 1 RFP deadline 

• February 28, 2022:  Notification to 
schools that applied 

• May 31, 2022: Full application deadline 
for selected schools

• July 1, 2022: Round 2 opens (currently for 
Colleges/Universities only
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Commerce Solar for Schools Program

40 kW PV 
System = 

55,000 kWh

8.5 
Passenger 
Vehicles

7.1 Homes’ 
Electrical 

Use

= 1,477 
Lights 

Switched to 
LEDs



Commerce Solar for Schools: Funding 
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Commerce Solar for Schools: ROUND 1 RESULTS
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• 45 K-12 districts applied 

• 122 grant applications =
• 4.9MW solar 

• $11.8 funds requested 
(exceeds available funding)

• $96,836  average request



Commerce Solar for Schools Program
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Updates on website:   
Mn.gov/Solar4Schools



Commerce Government Affairs
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Jon Kelly
Director, Government Affairs

651-238-4061
Jon.Kelly@state.mn.us

QUESTIONS? 
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