Public Television State Funding

How does Minnesota compare with its neighboring states?
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State funding for public television has been on the decline in Minnesota for many years.  As the above illustration clearly shows, Minnesota ranks far behind all its Midwest neighbors in per capita public television funding.  In spite of this challenge, Minnesota’s independent public television stations continue to serve virtually all of Minnesota’s residents with important local programming like local news, public affairs, debates, educational children’s programming, and local programs focusing on Minnesota’s rich and diverse arts, culture, and history.

When state funding is reduced, matching federal dollars are also lost.  If this trend continues in Minnesota, the smaller rural stations could be forced to shut down.  In many areas of the state, the local public television station is the region’s only locally governed and controlled media outlet providing the only local television programming to the area’s residents.  All of Minnesota’s bordering state governments understand this and invest substantially more in their state’s local public television infrastructure.  
Can Minnesota afford not to make this investment?
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Source:  2011 State Funding Survey, The National Educational Telecommunications Association 
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