
Minnesota Department of Public Safety 
Alcohol and Gambling Enforcement



AGEôs Mission

To protect and serve the public through uniform interpretation, 
regulation and enforcement of the stateôs liquor and gambling laws and 
rules. To maintain stability and integrity in the alcoholic beverage and 
gaming industries through management of licensing, education, 
regulation and enforcement. 



Repeal of Prohibition
AMENDMENT XXI: Passed by Congress 
Feb. 20, 1933. Ratified Dec. 5, 1933.

Section 1.
The eighteenth article of amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States is 
hereby repealed.

Section 2.
The transportation or importation into 
any State, Territory, or Possession of the 
United States for delivery or use therein 
of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the 
laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_amend
ments_11-27.html



ñNon-Intoxicatingò Beer

In 1933, Congress passed a law stating that beer containing 
3.2 percent alcohol by weight was non-intoxicating and 
therefore could be sold during prohibition. Intoxicating 
liquors over that percentage were prohibited.

Minnesota Rules Chapter 7515.1100 subpart 2 allows 3.2 
licensed retail to sell 3.2 percent by weight beer. They can 
also sell product labeled using similar expression of like 
meaning which is 4 percent Alcohol By Volume (ABV).  

Many coolers and seltzers are classified as beer in Minnesota 
and labeled as 4 percent ABV.



21st Amendment Passed

Å Repeal of Prohibition gave 
states control of alcohol

ÅDry states

ÅNo alcohol

ÅControl states

ÅControl distribution

ÅLicense states

ÅMinnesota

ÅState grants licenses for 
alcohol 



ÅImport/Manufacture

ÅWholesale Distribution

ÅRetail Sale

The Three Tier System



Who Can Have an Alcohol License?
MN Statute 340A.301 subdivision 2, 340A.402

ÅMust be 21

ÅNo direct or indirect interest in a member 
of the other tiers.

ÅNo felony conviction within five years. 

ÅFor retail, a felony conviction can affect 
renewal as city/county may choose not to 
renew.

ÅNo liquor license revoked within five years.

ÅGood moral character and repute?



Liquor Manufacture

ÅLicense issued by AGE
ÅNo wholesale or retail allowed



Distilled Spirit Manufacture
Å Large scale manufacture
Å Annual license fee set by DPS Commissioner; license issued 

by AGE
Å No wholesale allowed (can have retail cocktail room for 

spirits they manufacture).



Micro Distilleries
MN Statute 340A.22

Manufacturer of distilled spirits 
Must be able to produce a proof gallon of spirits

Å Small Micro Distiller produces up to 20,000 proof gallons
Å Micro Distiller produces up to 40,000 proof gallons 
Å Fee set by AGE based on production
Å Cannot self distribute
Å Can provide 15 milliliter samples 
Å To qualify for retail distiller must produce 50 percent of the 

annual production of the licensee is processed and distilled on 
premises.



Distillery Cocktail Room
MN Statute 340A.22

Å Cocktail Room License can only be issued to 
distillery licensed by AGE.

Å A micro distillery cocktail room license authorizes 
on-sale of distilled liquor produced by the distiller 
for consumption on the premises of or adjacent 
to one distillery location owned by the distiller.

Å Sunday sales allowed.

Å Cocktail Room License is issued by the city, 
license fee set by city.



Distillery Off-Sale

Distilleries can sell
ÅUp to 750 milliliters  

Åper person
Åper visit 
Åper day
Åany bottle size up to the 750ml limit 

*Off -sale hours and days of sale apply

MN Statutes 340A.22 and 340A.504
License fee set by issuing authority.

 



Brewerôs License
Å Micro Brewer ï less than 2,000 barrels

Å Small Brewer ï less than 3,500 barrels

Å MN Brewer ï more than 3,500 barrels

Å More than 20,000 barrels annually

Åno self distribution

ÅMN Statute 340A.301



Brewery Taproom

Per MN Statute 340A.26

ÅñBrewer taproom license authorizes on-
sale of malt liquor produced by the 
brewer for consumption on the 
premises of or adjacent to one brewery 
location owned by the brewer. ñ

ÅBrewer that brews more than 250,000 barrels 
of malt liquor annually would not qualify

ÅOn-sale Taproom license is issued and approved 
by city.

ÅLicense fee set by city. City certifies issue to 
AGED.



Brewer Growler

Off-Sale 

MN Statutes 340A.28 

Å Brewerôs who manufacture under 150,000 
barrels annually may apply.

Å Limited to 750 barrels dedicated to off -sale 
annually.

Å Growler Sunday sales permitted

Å Municipality issued state approved.

Å Issuing Authority sets fee base on limits set 
forth in 340A.408 

Å 64 ounce or 750 milliliter container (glass, 
plastic, aluminum)

Å Twist-type closure, cork, stopper, or plug 

Å Must have name and address of the 
brewer 

Å Must have label with type of malt beverage



Brewer Package

Off-Sale 

Å MN Statutes 340A.29 Creates an additional off-sale 
license. (brewer can hold this license in addition to their Growler Off -
Sale license)

Å Brewerôs who manufacture under 7,500 barrels annually may 
apply.

Å Limited to 750 barrels dedicated to off -sale annually.

Å Allowed to sell up to 128 ounces

Å per customer per day

Å Sunday sales permitted ï Hours and Days of Off-Sale Apply

Å Locally issued state approved.

Å Issuing Authority sets fee base on limits set forth in 340A.408 



Å Intended to manufacture wine on a larger scale
Å Can also be a craft winery that is not a farm winery   
Å Manufacture of wine can retail their wine at both on and off -sale 

with no additional license (MN Statute 340A.301 subdivision 10)
Å CANNOT sell at wholesale to on/off retailers 
  

Wine Manufacturer



Farm Winery
MN Statute 340A.315 

Winery located on a

MN Farm/Agricultural Land

Manufacture of wine:
Å  Wholesale to on/off retailers 
Å  Can sell at on-sale and off-sale from the farm winery location
Å  An optional on-sale/county on-sale license to sell other alcoholic beverages



Importer License

MN Statute 340A.302 & 340A.3021

ÅNo retail or person may ship alcohol beverages or 
ethyl alcohol without obtaining importerôs license

ÅAlcohol brought in from out of state must go to a 
licensed wholesalerôs warehouse; product must come 
to rest at warehouse

ÅBrands/labels imported must be registered within the 
state by importer

ÅIt is FELONY to import alcohol to re-sale without 
license MN Statute 340A.701

ÅLook for products that you do not see commonly, 
distributors list the states they sell to on websites



Brand Label Registration

Minnesota Statute 340A.311

Minnesota Rules Chapter 7515.0850

Å Minnesota wholesalers cannot sell unregistered brands.  

Å Wholesaler shall ascertain proper brand label registration 
prior to selling any alcoholic beverage product to retail.

Å Currently as of 2/24/2025 there are 78,920 brands 
registered in MN.

 



Unlicensed Manufacture 
in Minnesota 



ñCreativityò in the Industry



Wholesale/Distribution
Å MN Statute 340A.301, 340A.305, 340A.3055

Å Provide the second tier between 
manufacturer and retail sales

Å Can work directly with importer or company 
can also have import license

Å Must offer same prices and brands to all 
retail sales

Å Distilled Spirits wholesale allows for all sales 
of all alcohol product

Å Malt Beverage wholesale allows for sales of 
malt beverages and wine



MS 340A.24 Brew Pubs:

Å Retail on-sale liquor license (Full on-

sale or Wine & Beer license required)

Å Issued to a restaurant

Å Manufacture malt beverage on 
premise to serve on premise

Å Off-Sale growler license (with 

additional license)

Brew Pubs



Å 3.2 Off-sales

Å 3.2 On-sales

Å City On-sales

Å Municipal Off-sale

Å Municipal On-sale

Å Municipal Combination

Å Temporary licenses 

Local Authorities Issue


