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POLICY SNAPSHOT:

FREE COLLEGE FOR MN

Minnesota currently has the 6th highest community and technical college tuition and fees in the nation. '
Since the year 2000, tuition has increased 293% for students attending a public higher education
institution with Minnesota college graduates accruing over $27 billion in student loan debt from the

federal government, holding back over 775,000 Minnesotans from achieving economic prosperity.
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Across the country dozens of states, under both Republican and Democratic control, have implemented
statewide free college programs, also known as promise programs. While the design of these programs
varies from state to state, the goal is simple, make college affordable and accessible to all by eliminating
the cost of tuition and fees. Two recent examples of statewide promise programs that illustrate the major
benefits of free college are the Tennessee Promise and Rhode Island Promise.
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Passed by the Republican controlled Tennessee legislature in 2014, the Tennessee Promise was
created to help Tennessee meet its goal of 55% of Tennesseans having a college degree or certificate
by the year 2025. The program was expanded in 2016 to make returning adult learners eligible.
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Passed by the Democratic controlled Rhode Island legislature in 2017, the Rhode Island Promise was
created to strengthen the states economy by increasing the education and skills levels of the Rhode
Islands workforce. The program was set to expire with the high school class of 2020, but it has been so
successful that the Rhode Island legislature permanently passed it into law in 2021.
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https://studentaid.gov/data-center/student/portfolio
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/thec/bureau/research/promise/TNPReport_2021_Final.pdf
https://comptroller.tn.gov/office-functions/research-and-education-accountability/publications/higher-education/content/tennessee-promise-evaluation.html
https://www.ricentral.com/chariho_times/rhode-island-promise-program-now-permanent/article_b932f1f2-c7bb-11eb-b4f5-63ab15180cef.html#:~:text=During%20its%20first%20two%20years,future%2C%E2%80%9D%20the%20governor%20said.

