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BUILD A BRIDGE TO BETTER
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Minnesota is the best and worse
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- Affordability « Ranked 4™ worse place for African Americans
 Economy . VI—\I/(r)]irtnee ownership—25% of black vs 76% of

Education & health - Epicenter of racial injustice

Quality of life » Ongoing racial tensions—xkilling of:
« Jamar Clark (2015)

» Philando Castile (2016)

« George Floyd (2020)

Safety




BRIDGE TO/BETTER .
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Rondo was once the place for African Americans

* 80% of Saint Paul’s African American population
* Vibrant culture

 Flourishing middle class

« Busting with business




That changed with the 1-94 construction (1956-1968)

Loss - 700 homes 300 Business

« Home Ownership - 48% decline

Population - 61% decline

Intergenerational wealth - $35m

Education - $35m = 4800 college degrees

A wealth gap - $157m from home equity alone

Wrong is Wrong

- Rondo was literally split in half
-700 African American owned homes were destroyed
- 300 African American businesses were destroyed

~$270 million home ownership equity gap in Rondo*

* Rondo Past Prosperity Study
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Something must be done

Today, Rondo ranks negatively in 18 of 18 equity measures, including:
* Financial security
Homeownership
Food security
Education security
Environmental health
Energy security




Something has been done, but more must be done

Long-awaited apologies

Rondo Healing Ceremony & Reconciliation event
Creation of ReConnect Rondo

Numerous Technical Studies & Research

“Today we acknowledge the sins of our past,...” We regret the stain of
racism that allowed so callous a decision as the one that led to families
being dragged from their homes...”

—, Chris Coleman, former Saint Paul Mayor

“An era when the Minnesota Highway Department built an interstate
through the heart of the RONDO Community,..." We would never,
we could never, build that kind of atrocity today.”

—Charles Zelle, former Commissioner of Transportation, MNDOT
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ReConnect Rondo is leading a restorative movement

« Mission: Lead the effort to revitalize
the Rondo community with a land
bridge that reconnects Rondo and
reignites a vibrant African American
cultural enterprise district in Saint Paul

* Plan: Connect Minnesota leaders,
equity organizations and the Rondo
community to ensure a better, brighter
and more equitable future
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The idea is big

* Minnesota’s first cultural enterprise district connected by a community land
bridge
AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURAL ENTERPRISE DISTRICT

Performance

Botanical

Garden
‘ Civic Commons

Retail & Marketplace

Housing

Open Pavilion :
Education/Institutions l‘l

Renewable Energy History & Cultural




Yes, the land bridge Is a big undertaking

* Length 2,600-3,200 lin. ft.
 Total capital cost up o

to $458.9 million N
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Economic opportunities are considerable

MNew housing
458 - 578 housing units in
Rondo

£7,750 - 108,000 squarn fipat




We can be inspired by other projects

Land bridges Publicly funded projects
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Klyde Warren Park Land Bridge (Dallas, Texas)

Target Field Xcel Energy Center




A purposeful path to equity

_ MNDOT PHASE 1 MNDOT PHASE 2 NEPA PROCESS (EIS)

FEASIBILITY PLANNING &
CONCEPT STUDIES FINANCING CONSTRUCTION OPERATIONS
Imagining & Envisioning Business Case & Marketability Master Planning & Design Building Process Begins Management, Maintenance &
Ownership
* Site Visits * Rondo Past Prosperity Study * Master Planning & Design ¢ Contract Administration &
¢ ULI MN Healthy Communities * Rondo Land Bridge Feasibility * Preliminary Project Design Build Process * Management
Initiative Study * Final Project Design * Maintenance
* ULI Minnesota Developer » Rondo Land Bridge Health * Ownership

Impact Assessment
e ULI Advisory Service Panel
Report

ONGOING COMMUNITY INPUT
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A multifaceted funding approach

« Restorative financing N
« Shared understanding by all parties $
« Community ownership success FRRATE
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Support is needed

CURRENT 2022-2023 2024-2025 2026

$7 million (annually)
Project dellvery

1.0ngoling operation and
malntenance of the Rondo
bridge structure, lid, and
community.




A progress plan is in place

ESTABLISH TEAM ACTIVATE MASTER PLANNING PROCESS &
FINANCE VEHICLE

Onboard staff and expertise to fill

organization gaps and provide strategic lift Reach funding goals for Phase 0 in 12-24-months.

to processes.

INCREASE NEIGHBORHOOD COMMUNITY IMPACT

AWARENESS . _
Identify anti-displacement

Increase resident’s measures strategies to
awareness proximate to the mitigate gentrifications and

Land Bridge in 12-months. other negative community
impacts in 12-months.




“We will do this work through the
lens of One Minnesota, because
we know that when Mankato
thrives, Moorhead thrives. When
Rondo thrives, the Range
thrives.”

—Minnesota Governor Tim Walz
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THANK YOU!

reconnectrondo.com



http://www.reconnectrondo.com/




Ecosystem expertise & resources




