




















In March, the Minnesota National Guard was 

called on to assist the state with the acquisition 

and distribution of supplies and personal 

protective equipment (PPE). The Minnesota 

National Guard provided PPE from its medical 

warehouse at Camp Ripley to first responders 

across the state. 

In addition to assisting with logistics and 

supply distribution, an early mission for the 

Minnesota National Guard – in coordination 

with the Minnesota Department of Health and 

the Army Corps of Engineers – was to assist 

with the identification and selection of 

Alternate Care Sites around the state to be used 

in the event that the capacity of local healthcare 

facilities were overwhelmed.

The Minnesota National Guard started remote 

training on drill weekends for most units in 

March to comply with State of Minnesota and 

Centers for Disease Control guidelines for 

social distancing. Leaders created virtual 

training plans that focused on completing 

mandatory online training requirements and 

conducted communication and planning via 

video teleconferencing capabilities. 

Maj. Kirk Sutton, a physician with the 133rd Airlift Wing, consults with an individual seeking a COVID-19 test at the 
National Guard armory in Minneapolis, May 23, 2020. The Minnesota National Guard conducted barrier-free COVID-19 
testing at six armories across the state on Memorial Day weekend in coordination with the Minnesota Department of 
Health. (Minnesota National Guard photo by Staff Sgt. Linsey Williams)
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In May, the Minnesota National Guard began 

supporting COVID-19 testing in Minnesota’s long-

term care facilities. Approximately 100 Soldiers and 

Airmen assisted with conducting more than 70,000 

tests at more than 500 facilities between May 14 and 

August 25 to assist state health officials.

In September, the Minnesota National Guard was 

asked to support barrier-free, community-based 

COVID-19 testing at multiple locations across the 

state. Minnesota Guardsmen provided support with 

logistics, registration, supply management and 

transportation, in addition to hosting many of the 

testing sites at local National Guard armories. 

The mission was initially scheduled for four weeks but 

continues indefinitely.

The Minnesota National Guard activated some of its 

nurses and medics, along with several hundred non-

medical personnel to provide support for long-term 

care facilities in need of additional staff. The non-

medically trained personnel received three days of 

instruction in basic patient care tasks before being 

placed into teams alongside the nurses and medics.



Weather 

Emergencies

• Flooding Response in Oslo, MN

• Dec 2020 Winter Storm Response



Civil Disturbance

Response

On May 28, Governor Tim Walz signed Executive Order 20-64, declaring a peacetime emergency and 

activating the Minnesota National Guard to protect life, preserve property and ensure the right of 

people to peacefully demonstrate in Minneapolis, St. Paul and the surrounding communities. 



By May 31, more than 7,000 Soldiers and Airmen were on duty. It was the first full activation of the 

Minnesota National Guard for state active duty and the largest domestic deployment in the 

organization’s 164-year history. The Minnesota National Guard was fully integrated with local and 

state agencies, executing a coordinated response. The Minnesota National Guard was called to duty 

four additional times in the following months in response to additional instances of civil unrest.  
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