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Report Overview



2022 – 2023 Biennium New/One-time/Increased Programs

Meat, Poultry, Egg and Milk Processing: $750,000/year

Biofuels Infrastructure: $3 million/year

Livestock Investment: $1.4 million/year

Incentive Payments (41A.16, 41A.17, 41A.18 and 41A.20): Increased from 
$2.5 million to $4.5 million/year 

Farm to School: Increased from up to $400,000 → up to $800,000/year

Urban Ag: Increased from up to $300,000 → up to $600,000/year

Good Food Access: Increased from up to $300,000 → up to $450,000/year



FY 2022 Update

Awarded: Farm Business Management Scholarships, Meat, Poultry, 
Egg, and Milk, Livestock Investment, Crop Research, Sustainable Ag 
Demo, Incentive Payments, Farm to School, Urban Agriculture, County 
Fairs

Under Review: Biofuels Infrastructure, Good Food Access Program 
(GFAP) Equipment/Physical Improvement, GFAP Technical Assistance 
(all closed 3/17)

Accepting Applications: Value-Added (3/24), Livestock Investment 
(4/5), GAP Cost-Share (5/31), New Markets Cost-Share (7/9)



Meat, Poultry, Egg, and Milk Processing

• Facilitates the start-up, modernization, or expansion of meat, poultry, egg, 
and milk processing businesses through investments in equipment and 
physical infrastructure

• Builds off the standard Value-Added Grant 

• FY 2022 Budget: Applications received from 67 applications requesting $3.2 
million. Awarded $709,235 to 15 grantees. 



AGRI Farm to School Grants

• Aim to help schools purchase and serve more 
Minnesota grown and raised products in their school 
meal programs.

• First Bite: for schools that have little to no experience with 
local procurement

• Full Tray: for schools that want to grow their Farm to School 
programming and expand local procurement

• Equipment: available to both First Bite and Full Tray applicants

• FY 2022: Awarded $741,619 to 46 schools. Applications 
received from 68 applicants requesting $1.297 million.



AGRI Urban Agriculture Grants

• Encourages urban youth agricultural education 
and urban agriculture community development 
within city limits of urban or peri-urban areas.

• Prioritizes projects that demonstrate a 
commitment to positive environmental impacts, 
economic justice, and projects that are in or serve 
BIPOC communities. 

• FY 2022: Awarded $551,000 to 14 grantees. 
Requests totaled $2.3 million from 53 applicants.



Third-party Evaluation

• Hired Transform LLC, supported by Az

Marketing Research and OneAirSpace to 
evaluate key AGRI programs 

• Focused on five AGRI programs between 
Fiscal Years 2015-2019

• Included both quantitative and 
qualitative impacts with recipients and 
stakeholders



Third-party Evaluation Results

The evaluation confirmed that AGRI is making a difference in the lives of Minnesota 
farmers, food producers, and processors. 

• 99% reported that the grant or cost-share positively impacted their organization

• 89% increased their gross revenue (not applicable to the Crop Research Grant)

• 42% of these grantees/participants increased the number of people employed as a 
result of their AGRI grant or cost-share (either full-time or part-time, seasonally or 
permanently)

“Simple, my small business did not have enough assets or capital to do the expansion 
that was required to be up to code for USDA inspections. With the grant funding, my 
local bank was willing to fund the rest of the project.”
Jeremy Johnson, Conger Meat Market 



Grants Staff

3/18/2022 https://www.mda.state.mn.us/grants/agri 10
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Incentive Payments
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Ian Kushner
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Dacia Hinkhouse 
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County Fairs



Third-party Evaluation Results

• 95% said the program met or exceeded their expectations

• 90% reported that the application process was “very easy” or “fairly easy”

“Before receiving this grant, I worked part-time on the family farm and had a 
full-time off farm job. This grant helped me to expand the farm to the point that 
I could come home to farm full-time alongside my dad and help with the 
transition of our family hog farm.”
Jason Fischer, Fischer Farms



Thank you!

Paul Hugunin

paul.hugunin@state.mn.us

651-201-6510
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ashley.bress@state.mn.us

651-201-6648
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emily.mehr@state.mn.us

651-201-6456


