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Dear Senator/Representative, 3/10/2026

As Apple Valley Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Bureau President for 26 years, I was part of the
meeting at Dakota County Western Service Center in Apple Valley when US Senator Paul Wellstone
generated the first Federal Funding for BRT Transit in Apple Valley just a month before he died. Former
Apple Valley Mayor Mary Hamann-Roland, (MVTA Vice Chair) now Dakota County Commissioner
was beside me then.

The current bill HF 4111 introduced by Rep. Koznick of Lakeville does not speak for our City or our
Chamber. Minnesota Chamber is also concerned about this topic.

Just yesterday I gave a speech at the new Minnesota Zoo’s Transit Station dedication along with speeches
by MN Zoo Director John Frawley, Apple Valley Mayor Clint Hooppaw (MVTA Board) and MVTA
CEO Luther Wynder.

Ironically, MVTA began in the early 90’s due to south of the river officials feeling we can better serve
riders and citizens using the same transit dollars. We still feel that way.

It was MVTA along with 17 funding sources that made Apple Valley the 1st BRT Line in Minnesota and
the “birthplace of BRT in Minnesota” (Bus Rapid Transit). Though as COVID hit and Metro Transit
took over the Red Line in 2020, it is clearly our desire, as well as our obligation to our Apple Valley
citizens, to keep MVTA strong. In addition, MVTA has a valuable Connect Service program for our

'9’

workforce and students as well as ADA riders that rely on this service for the “proverbial last mile!

The stated goal of transit is efficiency for riders, employees and employers. Please don’t mess up a good
thing. Our service here is excellent and the east-west circulation is great. Our talented workforce has
many “choice riders” who love the service of MVTA. Any changes which are really unnecessary, could
disrupt our current success. Sometimes the best decision is making no decision at all. Other metro areas
might be in greater need for Metro Transit’s attention. Let our transit be as is!

Sincerely,

S

Ed Kearney

President

Apple Valley Chamber of Commerce & CVB
ed@avcc.us




