
 

860 Blue Gentian Road, Suite 200 | Eagan, MN 55121 
 

 

March 30, 2026 

 

Dear Chairs Hawj, McDonald, and Vang, 

Northwestern Minnesota often experiences flooding due to its topography. The Roseau 
Lake Rehabilitation Project will help reduce the depth and duration of floods that adversely 
impact farmland. That’s why Minnesota AgriGrowth supports the $3.5 million funding 
recommendation of the Lessard – Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC) for the 
Roseau Lake Rehabilitation Project. 

This multi-purpose flood mitigation water storage project will result in approximately 
22,000 acre-feet of water storage and habitat, reduced flood flows, and enhanced water 
quality. Most importantly, the Roseau Lake project improves approximately 5,500 wetland 
acres and controls approximately 1,000 square miles of upstream drainage once 
operational. 

The Roseau Lake Rehabilitation Project was thoroughly vetted by the Lessard-Sams 
Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC) and approved in 2015, 2023, and 2025, and previously 
funded by the Legislature in 2016 and 2024. 

We urge you to fully fund the $3.5 million for this Project, as recommended by the LSOHC 
and included in HF3879, the 2026 Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Fund bill. Your 
commitment will ensure the continued success and long-term benefits of the Roseau Lake 
Rehabilitation Project for Minnesota agriculture and conservation. 

Thank you for your consideration and continued support for Minnesota’s future. 

 

 
 
Darin Broton, Executive Director 
Minnesota AgriGrowth 
 
CC:  Members of the Senate Environment, Climate, and Legacy Committee 

Members of the House of Representative Legacy Committee 



 

 

 
 
 
 
March 19, 2026 
 
 
Members of the Minnesota Senate Environment, Climate, and Legacy Committee 
Members of the Minnesota House of Representative Legacy Committee 
 
Dear Committee Members, 
 
The Bois de Sioux Watershed District supports the Roseau River Watershed District’s efforts to 
secure $3.5 million in Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC) funding for their 
Roseau Lake Rehabilitation Project.  
 
The Roseau Lake Rehabilitation Project has a history of support, through awards provided in 
2015, 2016, 2023, 2024, and 2025; this support recognized the nature of this project to serve 
multiple purposes – improving approximately 5,500 wetland acres while controlling 1,000 
square miles of upstream drainage. This Project also works towards meeting water quality 
objectives at the international border in accordance with the 1909 Treaty between the United 
States and Canada.  
 
Please consider full funding of $3.5 million for this Project as recommended by the LSOHC and 
contained in HF3879, the 2026 Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Fund bill. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Linda Vavra 
President 
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From: Jordan Erickson
To: Tracy Halstensgard
Subject: Re: letter
Date: Friday, March 20, 2026 12:29:27 PM

To whom it may concern,

I have personally witnessed the foresight and progressive nature of the Roseau
watershed board.  This was through two extensive and fundamental ditching projects
done in Ross and Dieter townships, ditch 16 and 115.  These two projects approved by
said board have been a major positive economic impact to agriculture in the
area.  Greatly improved yields with water and erosion control.  

Our farm is around 1400 acres in the Ross/dieter townships and 4700 overall.  I have
attended several meetings this watershed has put on and they have all been highly
informational.

My opinion of the Roseau watershed board is of the highest regard as they are fiscally
responsible, insightful, listen to all sides and make the best choice as a local
board.  They understand the environmental impacts as well as the financial implications
in dealing with major projects.  This Roseau watershed project is no different and believe
it will be positive for the land owners.

I lived in the twin cities for 5 years as an icu nurse as regions hospital and worked on our
family farm.  Being that far away I trusted my father and brother to make the correct
choice.  That’s what should be done in this case as well.  Let the local individuals on
these boards make the decisions as they have done well for years, not from St. Paul.

Lastly,  I support the project and its inclusion in the Lessard-Sam Outdoor Heritage Fund
legislation.  

Thank you,

Jordan Erickson 

mailto:jderickson23@hotmail.com
mailto:Tracy@roseauriverwd.com


Michelle Gawronsky 

Box 13, 

115 Main Street S., 

Vita, Manitoba, Canada 

R0A 2K0 

 

March 23, 2026 

 

Dear Chair Vang, Chair McDonald, and Legacy Committee Members; 

I am writing this morning to share my full support of the Roseau Lake Rehabilitation 
project in the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Fund Bill.  

I am a resident of the Rural Municipality of Stuartburn, northeast of Roseau Minnesota, 
sharing the United States and Manitoba boarder. 

I have been fortunate to observe and visit the project and the benefits to the 
communities surrounding it. I am so impressed by the progressive planning, engineering 
and construction of the project. To observe the flood protection, draught protection, the 
benefits to the water quality and the ability to introduce wonderful recreation 
opportunities is impressive. I already recognise the economic benefits to the town of 
Roseau and the community surrounding it. 

Living in Manitoba, I have a personal stake in projects carried out in Minnesota and have 
become actively involved in this initiative. I have attended informal events held by the 
Watershed District about the project. I have requested and received information from 
the District on the project. I congratulate the Watershed on moving in such a positive 
direction for the benefits of towns, communities, and farmers alike. I also see an 
international benefit for us in my community just north of the border. 

I thank you for your time in reading my letter. If you would like to contact me for any 
clarification or questions please feel free to contact me any time at (204) 391-0287 or 
mlgawronsky@gmail.com.  

Respectfully 

M. Gawronsky 

mailto:mlgawronsky@gmail.com


 

 

March 19, 2026 
 
 
Members of the Minnesota Senate Environment, Climate, and Legacy Committee 
Members of the Minnesota House of Representative Legacy Committee 
 
Dear Committee Members, 
 
As the former Executive Director of the Red River Basin Commission (RRBC) and as 
current U.S. Commissioner of the International Joint Commission (IJC) I have first-hand 
experience working on land and water related issues in the Red River Basin—not only 
in Minnesota, but also North and South Dakota and Manitoba in Canada. 
 
After the major 2009 flood that hit the Red River Basin -- both Minnesota and North 
Dakota at the state levels, provided funding to the RRBC that resulted in a Long Term 
Flood Solutions (LTFS) Report.  This report highlights the importance of holding water in 
retention areas like the Roseau Lake Rehabilitation Project. These types of projects 
along with diversions, dikes, land use changes and habitat are all a part of building flood 
resiliency in the Red River Basin.  These types of investments provide significant 
benefits to the economy of the state and local governments by preventing re-occurring 
damages from flooding that can easily reach 10’s and 100’s of millions in damages.   
 
I want to lend my support to the $3.5 million funding recommendation of the Lessard – 
Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC) specifically related to the Roseau Lake 
Rehabilitation Project that is being constructed by the Roseau River Watershed District 
and for a request for a re-consideration of funding this important project.  
 
This Project was thoroughly vetted by the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council 
(LSOHC), which is a citizen-legislator council that spends significant time reviewing 
proposals, hearing presentations, and deliberating recommendations to spend Outdoor 
Heritage Fund dollars for habitat projects across the state. The Roseau Lake 
Rehabilitation Project has been vetted and approved by LSOHC in 2015, 2023, and 
2025 and previously funded by the Legislature in 2016 and 2024.  
 
This multipurpose flood mitigation – water storage Project will result in approximately 
22,000 acre-feet of water storage and habitat, reduced flood flows to Canada, and 
enhanced water quality to downstream neighbors. When completed, this Project is a win 
locally, regionally, and internationally. The State of Minnesota also benefits from this 
Project as it improves approximately 5,500 wetland acres. In addition, 1,000 square 
miles of upstream drainage area will be controlled once the Project is operational.  
 
Red River water flows north to Lake Winnipeg and this Project works towards meeting 
water quality objectives at the international border in accordance with the 1909 Treaty 
between the United States and Canada.  
 



 

 

Please consider full funding of $3.5 million for this Project as recommended by the 
LSOHC and contained in HF3879, the 2026 Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Fund bill. 
 
Sincerely,  
Lance Yohe 
 
 

Lance Yohe 
U.S. Commissioner 
International Joint Commission 
lance.yohe@ijc.org 
Work Cell: 202-227-0492 
Personal: tbslance@gmail.com 
Personal Cell: 701-371-8246 
 
 

mailto:lance.yohe@ijc.org
mailto:tbslance@gmail.com


















March 23, 2026 
 
 
Members of the Minnesota Senate Environment, Climate, and Legacy Committee 
Members of the Minnesota House of Representative Legacy Committee 
 
Dear Committee Members, 
 
The Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy supports the $3.5 million funding 
recommendation of the Lessard – Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC) specifically related 
to the Roseau Lake Rehabilitation Project that is being constructed by the Roseau River 
Watershed District.  
 
The Roseau Lake Rehabilitation Project has been vetted and approved by LSOHC in 2015, 2023, 
and 2025 and previously funded by the Legislature in 2016 and 2024. This multipurpose flood 
mitigation – water storage Project will result in approximately 22,000 acre-feet of water storage 
and habitat, reduced flood flows to Canada, and enhanced water quality to downstream 
neighbors.  
 
Red River water flows north to Lake Winnipeg and this Project works towards meeting water 
quality objectives at the international border in accordance with the 1909 Treaty between the 
United States and Canada.  
 
Please consider full funding of $3.5 million for this Project as recommended by the LSOHC and 
contained in HF3879, the 2026 Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Fund bill. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Caroline Griffith 
Water Program Director 
Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy  
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March 23, 2026 
 
Members of the Minnesota Senate Environment, Climate, and Legacy Committee 

Members of the Minnesota House of Representative Legacy 
Committee 

Minnesota Watersheds represents 42 watershed organizations 
throughout Minnesota. Many of our member organizations have 
received funding for projects that have been thoroughly vetted 
through the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC). As a  
citizen-legislator council, we appreciate the significant amount 
of time spent reviewing proposals, hearing presentations, and 
deliberating on recommendations to appropriate money from the 
Outdoor Heritage Fund. 
 
Minnesota Watersheds supports the rigorous process employed by 
LSOHC. This process ensures recommendations are consistent with 
the constitution and state law, directly relate to the restoration, 
protection, and enhancement of wetlands, prairies, forests, and 
habitat for fish, game, and wildlife, and prevent forest fragmentation, 
encourage forest consolidation, and expand restored native prairie. 

Minnesota Watersheds supports the recommendations made by the 
LSOHC as introduced in SF4304 and HF3879 which include the 
following funding for watershed districts: 

• Roseau River WD; Roseau Lake Rehabilitation, Phase 3 - 
$3.505 million 

• Comfort Lake-Forest Lake WD; Greenbelt, Phase 1 - $1.448 
million 

• Shell Rock River WD; Shell Rock River Watershed Habitat 
Restoration Program, Phase 15 - $2.039 million 

• Comfort Lake-Forest Lake WD; Bone Lake South, Phase 2 - 
$1.413 million 

• Red Lake WD; Mud River Enhancement Project - $2.917 million 
• Middle-Snake-Tamarac Rivers WD; Swift Coulee Channel 

Restoration and Enhancement, Phase 2 - $2.635 million 
Thank you for your consideration. 

 
 
 

Jan Voit 
Executive Director 
 

mailto:brad@provenioconsulting.com
mailto:pfjestad@prtel.com
mailto:ewholker@fedtel.net
mailto:dpereira@vbwd.org
mailto:lvavra@fedtel.net
mailto:gtiedemann@rrv.net
mailto:jlgliaison@gmail.com
mailto:shaun.kennedy1066@gmail.com
mailto:mazanecshawn@gmail.com
mailto:jvoit@mnwatersheds.com
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/94/2026/0/SF/4304/versions/latest/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/94/2026/0/HF/3879/
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March 19, 2026 
 
 
Members of the Minnesota Senate Environment, Climate, and Legacy Committee 
Members of the Minnesota House of Representative Legacy Committee 
 
Dear Committee Members, 
 
The Red Lake Watershed District supports the $3.5 million funding recommendation of the Lessard – 
Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC) specifically related to the Roseau Lake Rehabilitation Project 
that is being constructed by the Roseau River Watershed District.  
 
This Project was thoroughly vetted by the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC), which is a 
citizen-legislator council that spends significant time reviewing proposals, hearing presentations, and 
deliberating on recommendations to spend Outdoor Heritage Fund dollars for habitat projects across the 
state. The Roseau Lake Rehabilitation Project has been vetted and approved by LSOHC in 2015, 2023, 
and 2025 and previously funded by the Legislature in 2016 and 2024.  
 
This multipurpose flood mitigation – water storage Project will result in approximately 22,000 acre-feet of 
water storage and habitat, reduced flood flows to Canada, and enhanced water quality to downstream 
neighbors. When completed, this Project is a win locally, regionally, and internationally. The State of 
Minnesota also benefits from this Project as it improves approximately 5,500 wetland acres. In addition, 
1,000 square miles of upstream drainage area will be controlled once the Project is operational.  
 
Red River water flows north to Lake Winnipeg and this Project works towards meeting water quality 
objectives at the international border in accordance with the 1909 Treaty between the United States and 
Canada.  
 
Please consider full funding of $3.5 million for this Project as recommended by the LSOHC and 
contained in HF3879, the 2026 Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Fund bill. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Tammy Audette 
Administrator 
 
 
 







 
 
March 19, 2026 
 
 
Members of the Minnesota Senate Environment, Climate, and Legacy Committee 
Members of the Minnesota House of Representative Legacy Committee 
 
Dear Committee Members, 
 
The Red River Watershed Management Board (RRWMB) supports the $3.5 million funding 
recommendation of the Lessard – Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC) specifically related 
to the Roseau Lake Rehabilitation Project that is being constructed by the Roseau River 
Watershed District.  
 
This Project was thoroughly vetted by the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC), 
which is a citizen-legislator council that spends significant time reviewing proposals, hearing 
presentations, and deliberating on recommendations to spend Outdoor Heritage Fund dollars for 
habitat projects across the state. The Roseau Lake Rehabilitation Project has been vetted and 
approved by LSOHC in 2015, 2023, and 2025 and previously funded by the Legislature in 2016 
and 2024.  
 
This multipurpose flood mitigation – water storage Project will result in approximately 22,000 
acre-feet of water storage and habitat, reduced flood flows to Canada, and enhanced water 
quality to downstream neighbors. When completed, this Project is a win locally, regionally, and 
internationally. The State of Minnesota also benefits from this Project as it improves 
approximately 5,500 wetland acres. In addition, 1,000 square miles of upstream drainage area 
will be controlled once the Project is operational.  
 
Red River water flows north to Lake Winnipeg and this Project works towards meeting water 
quality objectives at the international border in accordance with the 1909 Treaty between the 
United States and Canada. Please consider full funding of $3.5 million for this Project as 
recommended by the LSOHC and contained in HF3879, the 2026 Lessard-Sams Outdoor 
Heritage Fund bill. 
 
Sincerely,       Sincerely,  
 

 
 
John Finney, RRWMB President   Robert L. Sip, RRWMB Executive Director 



  
 
 

March 20, 2026 

Att: Tracy Halstensgard 

Roseau River Watershed District  

Roseau, MN 

 

On behalf of the Board of the Seine Rat Roseau Watershed District (SRRWD), we are pleased to provide this 

letter of support for the Roseau River Watershed District’s Roseau Lake Rehabilitation Project. 

67-2025: Neil Claringbould – Harold Janzen 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD supports the Roseau Lake Rehabilitation Project being initiated by Roseau 

River Watershed District in Roseau, Minnesota. 

The SRRWD recognizes the importance of proactive watershed management initiatives that enhance water 

quality, improve ecological function, and support long-term sustainability within our shared watershed. The 

proposed rehabilitation of Roseau Lake represents a valuable investment in both environmental health and 

community resilience. Projects of this nature contribute to reduced nutrient loading, improved aquatic habitat, 

and strengthened natural infrastructure that benefits surrounding communities and residents. 

As neighboring watershed districts, we understand the interconnected nature of our water systems and the 

importance of collaborative efforts in addressing watershed challenges. The Roseau Lake Rehabilitation Project 

aligns with our shared goals of responsible water management, flood mitigation, and the protection of natural 

resources for future generations. 

We commend the Roseau River Watershed District for its leadership and commitment to advancing this 

initiative. The SRRWD Board fully supports the progression of this project and encourages continued 

investment in watershed-based solutions that deliver environmental, social, and economic benefits. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
 

Ed Penner        Joey Pankiw 

SRRWD Chair        SRRWD District Manager 

154 Friesen Avenue 

Steinbach, MB, R5G 0T5 

Ph: (204) 326-1030 

info@srrwd.ca 

www.srrwd.ca 
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April 3, 2026 
 
 
Members of the Minnesota Senate Environment, Climate, & Legacy Committee 
Members of the Minnesota House of Representatives Legacy Committee 
 
 
Dear Committee Members, 
  
The Two Rivers Watershed District supports the $3.5 million funding recommendation of the Lessard-
Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC) specifically related to the Roseau Lake Rehabilitation Project 
that is being constructed by the Roseau River Watershed District. 
 
It is the understanding of the Two Rivers Watershed District that this project was thoroughly reviewed by 
each member of the LSOHC and then scored and ranked among all other project applications that were 
received.  The LSOHC, which is a citizen-legislator council, spent significant time reviewing proposals, 
hearing project presentations, and deliberating on recommendations to spend Outdoor Heritage Fund 
dollars for habitat projects in all regions of the state.   
 
Prior phases of the Roseau Lake Rehabilitation Project have been vetted and approved by the LSOHC in 
2015, 2023, and 2025 and previously funded by the Legislature in 20216 and 2024.  Further, projects of 
watershed districts in the Red River Valley not only follow rigorous requirements of MN Statute 103D, but 
they also follow the process set up by the Red River Basin Flood Damage Reduction Work Group, which 
convenes a project team of local, state and federal citizens, agencies, and special interest groups to 
collectively agree by consensus on projects.  In short, this project has been viewed and reviewed 
numerous times by numerous entities and has held up to rigorous standards that are required by law. 
 
This project will reduce flooding in the Roseau River Watershed, reduce crossover flooding in the Two 
Rivers Watershed, and reduce flooding in the Province of Manitoba, Canada by storing 22,000 acre feet 
of flood water.  It will also provide exceptional habitat in the project area by enhancing and protecting 
approximately 5,500 wetland acres.   
 
Please consider full funding of $3.5 million for this Project as it was reviewed and recommended by the 
LSOHC and contained in HF 3879, the 2026 Lessard Sams Outdoor Heritage Fund bill.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dan Money 
District Administrator      

mailto:dan.money@tworiverswd.com

