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Today’s Federal Policy for 
Rural Development: 
A fragmented & complex landscape

▷ Over 400 federal programs

▷ 13 departments

▷ 10 independent agencies

▷ Over 50 offices and sub-agencies

Source: Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance

Rural 
eligible

• Eligibility requirements/funding formulas 
often disadvantage rural

Rural 
exclusive

• Only open to rural – still goes far 
beyond USDA-RD



Today’s Federal Policy for Rural Development: 
Funding dynamics

USG FY19 rural-exclusive funding by 
assistance type

USDA-RD FY19 appropriations by 
issue area

Grants, 
$2.6B

*includes appropriations for regional commissions


