
Bonding Request Fact Sheet 
Shorewood Park Sanitary District 

 

The request 
• $600,000.00 to assist in funding construction to extend the Shorewood Park Sanitary District to add 23 lakeshore homes 

to the existing community sewer system. 
 

Location 
• The project is located in the Lower St. Croix River Watershed on the eastern shore of East Rush Lake in Chisago County. 
• Rush Lake feeds directly into the St. Croix River through Rush Creek, its major outlet. See the attached map for location 

details. 
 
Significance and need 
• This project is critical to the water quality of the St. Croix River due to failing and noncompliant private septic systems that 

are impairing the water quality of Rush Lake. 
• Improving Rush Lake will benefit the entire metro area as well as southeastern and east-central Minnesota due to the 

lake’s impact on the St. Croix and Mississippi rivers. 
• Rush Lake is the largest lake in the I-35 corridor between Forest Lake and Lake Superior and is one of the major fishing 

and recreational lakes close to the north metro area. It is a popular fishing destination year-round, with several ice fishing 
and summer fishing tournaments held every year. The public boat launches are filled with visitors from the Twin Cities and 
a wide area of Minnesota all summer. The lake is also popular for swimming, boating, water skiing, personal watercraft, 
and watersports of all kinds. 

• Rush Lake and Rush Creek have been on the MPCA’s Inventory of Impaired Waters since 2002, due to nutrient load. In 
2010 a finding of unacceptable E. coli levels was added for Rush Creek. Removing private septic systems from the 
lakeshore is essential to reversing these conditions before the lake is unsafe for swimming, as well as to preserving 
recreational resources in the lake and the St. Croix River. 

• Rush Lake is No. 57 on the MPCA’s 2024 Project Priority List of 300 most critical projects. 
• Completing the SPSD expansion is the key first step toward a full restoration of Rush Lake. Over time hundreds of homes 

in other neighborhoods around the lake could eventually hook up to community systems—thus eventually eliminating a 
major hazard to the Lower St. Croix River Watershed. 

 
Background 
• The Shorewood Park Sanitary District is a community sewer system established in 1998 on the eastern shore of East 

Rush Lake. It currently serves just under 100 homes. 
• The original purpose of the SPSD was to assist in improving the water quality of Rush Lake by eliminating failing septic 

systems and reducing sewage discharge into the lake. The sewer system has successfully accomplished this mission for 
over two decades. 

• The SPSD has been recognized for their outstanding work protecting water quality in Minnesota, including receiving 
several Wastewater Treatment Facility Operation Awards from the MPCA. This award goes to wastewater treatment 
facility operators that maintain a perfect record of permit compliance. To be eligible, facilities must demonstrate consistent 
compliance and employ staff certified by the MPCA.  

• In 2019, about 23 homeowners on the eastern shore of East Rush Lake began efforts to expand the sewer system to 
include their homes. This would allow closure of their private septic systems and eliminate the sewage from their homes 
from entering the watershed. 



• The land where the homes are situated on the lakeshore was formally annexed into the SPSD in March 2020. Most of 
these homes’ septic systems were tagged as noncompliant during inspections conducted by the Chisago County 
Department of Environmental Services. 

• To date $135,000.00 in local monies have been expended for legal and engineering fees to get the project started. 
• As a result of these efforts, the project is now shovel ready. 
• Construction could begin this spring if the remaining monies can be obtained through state appropriation during the 2025 

legislative session. 
• The project could be completed by the end of summer, with improvement in water quality beginning soon after. 
 
Companion community efforts underway 
• In November 2020, Chisago County joined the Lower St. Croix Comprehensive Watershed Management Plan, a ten-year 

cooperative effort with Isanti, Anoka, Washington, and Pine counties aimed at improving the quality of surface and 
groundwater, as well as protecting and restoring upland and wetland habitat by providing technical assistance to 
landowners. 

• In January 2021, Chisago County committed funds received from the Minnesota Board of Water & Soil Resources as 
follows: 

• $250,000 to the Chisago Soil & Water Conservation District for phosphorus reduction projects targeting nutrient 
impairment of Rush Lake and neighboring Goose Lake. 

• $250,000 to the Chisago Soil & Water Conservation District for phosphorus and sediment reduction projects affecting 
the St. Croix River and Lake St. Croix. 

• The Shorewood Park Sanitary District expansion will serve to enhance these larger community efforts. 
 
Informational sources 
• Lower St. Croix River Watershed Monitoring and Assessment Report: 

https://www.chisagocounty.us/DocumentCenter/View/4314/Lower-St-Croix-River-Watershed-Monitoring-and-Assessment-
Report?bidId= 

• Minnesota Impaired Waters List: https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/minnesotas-impaired-waters-list 
• MPCA Project Priority List: https://mn.gov/deed/assets/cw-project-priority-list_tcm1045-274267.pdf 
 


