
Education Gaps at a Glance
Minnesota is home to persistent achievement, opportunity, 
and belief gaps that hold too many students back from 
their full potential. If Minnesota is serious about helping 
all children thrive, we need to make sure that historically 
underserved students—children of color, children with 
special needs, children from low-income households, 
and English Language Learners—finally receive the 
rigorous, engaging education they need and deserve.

Opportunity gaps start early—and have 
lasting impacts.
Families rely on our schools to help their children build 
strong foundations. But, too often, schools are not 
supporting all students to achieve proficiency in key skills. 
These academic gaps, without intervention, have a lasting 
impact on students and communities for generations. 

A NOTE ON THE DATA: Unfortunately, 
the data we present here doesn’t 
tell the full story of Minnesota 
students’ experiences, as there 
is tremendous diversity within the 
racial and ethnic categories captured 
below. To fix this, the Minnesota 
Legislature passed the All Kids Count 
Act to better disaggregate student 
achievement data. More detailed 
data on how different student 
groups, from Hmong to Somali, 
are doing in our schools will help us 
develop more targeted, equitable 
strategies to support all learners’ 
strengths and needs.
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And we need to act now, because Minnesota is too far behind.

We need to re-imagine schools that work for all students:
Schools that reflect and affirm the students who attend them. Schools where all students feel safe and welcome.
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