
 
Testimony in Opposition to H.F. 2669 (Huot) 

Minnesota House Health Finance and Policy Committee 

March 11, 2024 

 

Chair Liebling and Members of the Committee: 

We write today in opposition to H.F. 2669 (Huot), which would legalize the composting of human 

remains to be treated like fertilizer. Human composting is disrespectful to the human body and 

undermines our respect for the dignity of the human person. It is also more expensive and less 

environmentally friendly than green burials, which are already legal in Minnesota. 

As humans, we share a common understanding of the importance of treating human bodies with respect—

cultures around the world and throughout history have developed ceremonies and processes to ensure the 

respectful treatment and disposition of human remains.  

In fact, respect for the dignity of the human person is a bedrock principle of civilized societies.  When we 

start treating human persons, dead or alive, with callous disrespect, we participate in what Pope Francis 

calls the “throwaway culture.”  It may seem harmless, but when we disrespect the bodies of the dead it 

fosters a callousness in our culture and in our souls with respect to the living.   

The main experience with composting for most of us is related to household waste, such as eggshells and 

food scraps. We toss these unwanted scraps of waste into a container, or a pile in the yard, to be broken 

down by bacteria and insects, and then spread the resulting compost around the yard or garden. Disposing 

of human bodies in this way goes against our common and innate human desire to respect the dead. A 

human body is not household waste and should not be treated as such.  

In the human composting process, the human body is typically placed in a bag or steel box and stored for 

weeks or months in a large facility while the body is broken down. After this, any remains that are not 

fully broken down are then mechanically ground to bits. At the end of the composting process the human 

remains are mixed in with dirt, to be scattered as desired. With the legalization of human composting, we 

may unknowingly be walking on human remains, eating vegetables grown with human remains, or our 

children could be playing in dirt mixed with human remains. 

Furthermore, human composting is neither the most affordable, nor the most environmentally friendly 

option, that exists. Green burials, which are already legal in Minnesota, involve burying the deceased in a 

shroud or simple wooden box that is placed directly in the ground, in a prairie or other natural area set 

aside for such burial. Contrary to human composting, which requires large processing facilities and costs 

on average between $5,000-$7,000, green burials are environmentally friendly, are more affordable with 

the average cost being approximately $2,500, and are a much more respectful method for the disposition 

of human remains. 

Irrespective of creed or culture, all humans should share in the common work of reverencing human life, 

even after death.  For those who desire it, green burial is already legal in Minnesota and is more 



affordable, more environmentally friendly, and more respectful to the human body. Composting human 

bodies as if they were household waste violates our basic, shared human desire to respect the dead. It 

should not be made legal in Minnesota. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sam Nelson, Outside Counsel, Minnesota Catholic Conference 

sam@nelsonlawmn.com, 651-504-5053 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rachel Battles
5248 Newton Ave N
Minneapolis, MN 55430

3/11/2024

Honorable Chair Liebling and Members of the House Health Finance & Policy Committee,

My name is Rachel Battles, and I am writing to express my strong support for HF2669,
which permits the conversion of human remains to basic elements using natural organic
reduction. I am not an expert in this field, but I believe in the environmental benefits and
personal significance of human composting.

Human composting, or natural organic reduction, is an environmentally sustainable
alternative to conventional burial and cremation methods. According to the natural organic
reduction pioneers at Recompose, for every person who chooses natural organic reduction
over conventional burial or cremation, approximately one metric ton of carbon dioxide is
prevented from entering the atmosphere. Furthermore, this approach requires only 1/8 of
the energy compared to conventional burial or cremation.

Conventional burial practices involve the consumption of valuable urban land, soil pollution,
and contribute to climate change through resource-intensive manufacturing and
transportation of caskets, headstones, and grave liners. Similarly, cremation emits carbon
dioxide and particulates into the atmosphere, adding to environmental concerns.

As an avid gardener, I understand the importance of organic matter breakdown in nurturing
healthy ecosystems. Soil is the foundation of life, filtering water, providing nutrients to
plants, sequestering carbon, and regulating global temperature. Natural organic reduction
aligns with the natural cycle of death, rebirth, and new life, providing a deeply meaningful
last act for many people. Personally, I would find great solace in knowing that my body, and
the bodies of my loved ones, could nourish new plant life through this process.

It is worth noting that human composting is legal in several states, including Washington,
Colorado, Oregon, California, Vermont, New York, and Nevada. I strongly urge the
committee to support HF2669 and make this environmentally friendly and meaningful option
available to residents of Minnesota.

Thank you for considering my testimony in support of HF2669. I believe this bill aligns with
our responsibility to protect the environment and offers a respectful and sustainable
approach to end-of-life practices.

Sincerely,

Rachel Battles
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