[ MINNESOTA STATUTES 2024 473.3999

473.3999 LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT CONSTRUCTION; COUNCIL AUTHORITY; STAFF
ASSISTANCE; PROJECT MANAGER QUALIFICATIONS.

Subdivision 1. Powers. The council may exercise the powers granted in this chapter and in other
applicable law, as necessary, to plan, design, acquire, construct, and equip light rail transit facilities in the
metropolitan area as defined in section 473.121, subdivision 2.

Subd. 2. Staff and project assistance required; Department of Transportation. (a) Notwithstanding
any cooperative agreement between the commissioner of transportation and the council in section 473.3994,
subdivision la, if the council is the responsible authority, the commissioner of transportation must provide
staff and project assistance to the council for review and oversight of the project's development. The council
must utilize the Department of Transportation staff and project assistance for:

(1) the appropriate delivery method selection for the design, planning, acquisition, construction, and
equipping of light rail transit projects;

(2) risk assessment analysis and cost analysis in the planning, designing, and construction of a light rail
transit facility or a new light rail transit project, including but not limited to:

(i) a critical path schedule for the planning and design phases of a project developed jointly by the
council and the commissioner of transportation;

(i) peer reviews or value engineering reviews at various milestones established in the critical path
schedule created under item (i); and

(iii) council participation in cost estimate reviews by third-party independent cost estimators in
conformance with Federal Transit Administration regulations and guidance;

(3) contractor and subcontractor schedule analysis and contractual requirements, including but not limited
to:

(1) development and review of requests for proposals and bid documents prior to advertisement and
solicitation;

(ii) review of bids submitted prior to the award of bids;
(iii) review of draft contractual language prior to the execution of project contracts;

(iv) review of change orders for major cost items exceeding $500,000 and schedule delays of more than
30 calendar days prior to the execution of a change order; and

(v) participation in any dispute resolution process that may arise to address competing claims or disputes
between a contractor and the council;

(4) light rail transit project cost management and budget analysis for the planning, designing, and
construction of a light rail transit facility or new light rail transit project, including but not limited to:

(1) recommendations to address or manage cost overruns or discrepancies, funding sources, contingency
funding sources and availability, and the management of state or county financial resources;

(i) recommendations on appropriate contractual enforcement mechanisms and penalties for any council
agreement with a contractor for a light rail transit project; and
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