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As defined in the 25-year 
Parks and Trails Legacy 
Plan, these parks and trails 
are large scale (large land 
base), natural resource 
based, and they serve a 
regional or statewide 
audience.
• State Parks and Trails
• Greater MN Regional 

Parks and Trails
• Metropolitan Regional 

Parks System 

Connect People to the Outdoors

Acquire Land, Create Opportunities

Take Care of What We Have

Coordinate Among Partners

25-year Parks and Trails Legacy Plan
Strategic Priorities

Parks and Trails Legacy
Strategic Directions Overview  •  FY 2022/2023
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Parks and Trails Legacy
Funding Allocation for Parks and Trails Fund

Parks and Trails Legacy

Partner Agency
FY 2022 FY 2023

MN DNR – Parks and Trails $21,699,000 $22,130,000

Met Council – Regional Parks $21,699,000 $22,130,000

Greater MN Regional Parks & Trails 

Commission
$10,850,000 $11,065,000

Coordinate with Partners $548,000 $559,000
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Metropolitan Regional 
Park System
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LisaBeth Barajas, Community Development Director

Metropolitan Council
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Parks and Trails Legacy Fund Distribution
State statute allocates funding for metropolitan 
regional parks into two areas: 

• 90% distributed non-competitively by formula, 
to the 10 implementing agencies

• 10% dedicated for land acquisition, distributed 
on a first-come-first-served basis.

• Metropolitan Council matches acquisition funds on a 
two-to-three basis

Girl and her father help with a joint U of M and Saint Paul Parks & Recreation bee survey
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• Park and Trail Legacy Projects are selected by 
each of the 10 locally elected boards or 
commissions

• All projects are reviewed by Metropolitan 
Council staff for consistency with Council-
approved park and trail master plans as well as 
ensuring the proposed projects meet all state 
guidelines and requirements.

Project Selection Process

Mother and daughter on the shores of Schulze Lake at Lebanon Hills Regional 

Park, Dakota County.



Greater Minnesota Regional Parks 
and Trails Commission
Renee Mattson, Executive Director

House Legacy Finance Committee
March 24, 2021



Grant Funding 
Selection Process 

and Scoring Criteria



Greater Minnesota
FY 2022 Funding

Recommendations



Erika Rivers | Director, Division of Parks and Trails

House Legacy Finance Committee

March 24, 2021



MN DNR Parks and Trails Legacy Investment Process

Review 
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MN DNR, State Parks and Trails | Legacy FY 22/23
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Connect People to the
Outdoors (21.5%)

Acquire Land and Create
Opportunities (17.5%)

Take Care of What We
Have (61.0%)

Coordinate Among
Partners (1.0%)

FY 2022/2023 MN DNR Parks and Trails Legacy Fund

MN DNR, State Parks and Trails | Legacy FY 22/23



Parks and Trails Legacy Fund


