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History
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Board Members
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• Dean Compart, President of the Board and swine producer, Nicollet

• Dr. Matt Anderson, Vice President of the Board and veterinarian, Zumbrota

• Jim Vagts, livestock producer, Harmony

• Erica Sawatzke, poultry producer, Kensington

• Dr. Peggy Anne Hawkins, veterinarian, Northfield



Organizational Chart
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In-State Testing
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Detect, Control, Eradicate
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Emergency Planning and Preparedness
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Import Standards and Animal Movement
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Current Events

• Low Pathogenic Avian Influenza (LPAI) response. The primary concern of LPAI is 
Minnesota’s turkey and chicken flocks.

• SARS-CoV-2 infections in domestic animals and livestock operations. Cats appear to 
be more susceptible than dogs and mink appear to be the most susceptible farmed 
animal.

• African Swine Fever is a Foreign Animal Disease currently causing significant 
mortality and morbidity in China and parts of Europe. There is concern it may spread 
further, especially to the United States. Clinical signs may mimic some current 
domestic diseases of swine.

• Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD). A herd in Houston County was confirmed with CWD 
in late 2020 and has been depopulated.
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COVID-19 response

• Plant slowdowns challenged the Board and its partners to respond to a non-animal 
disease affecting healthy livestock.

• Coordinated with county fairs and livestock exhibitions to either cancel events or 
hold them within guidelines established by the Minnesota Department of Health.

• Contacted veterinarians and clinics throughout the state to provide safe operating 
guidelines so they could still provide essential services to animals.

• Worked with livestock auctions to get them all the guidance and planning they 
needed to safely operate during the COVID-19 shutdowns.

• Partnered with MDH to educate veterinarians about when to test suspected COVID-
19 (SARS-CoV-2) cases in animals and reported them to the CDC when tested.
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African Swine Fever

• Swine Emergency Disease Management Committee planning and preparing.

• World Organisation for Animal Health December 2020 report:

2/16/2021 Healthy animals for healthy people and communities | mn.gov/bah 11



Farmed Cervid Rule Changes

• Request for Comments published June 29, 2020.

• The Board formed an Advisory Committee to participate in the rule revision process. Minutes 
from the Advisory Committee meetings are published on the Board’s rulemaking webpage.

• Comment period closed October 30, 2020.

• Goal is to publish Notice of Intent to Adopt and proposed final rule draft in early 2021.

• Second comment period will open when Notice of Intent to Adopt is published. Minimum length 
of comment period is 30 days.

• All drafts of the Farmed Cervidae Rules are available on the Board’s rulemaking webpage.

• The Board held several public listening sessions for the general public, tribal organizations and 
cervid producers to make comments and suggestions on changes and corrections for any of the 
farmed Cervidae rules administered by the Board.
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Funding sources

• General Fund: 78%

• Federal Cooperative Agreements: 12%

• Specific funding lines*: 10%

• Cervid funding, Emergency preparedness funding, misc. revenue 
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Board of Animal Health's Proposed Budget 
FY22 Expenses in the Budget Planning & Analysis System (BPAS)--$6,614,000
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Salaries and Fringe: $4,272,000

Contracted Vendors: $1,172,000

Information Technology: $556,000

Travel: $184,000

Rental Space: $230,000

All Other Expenses: $200,000



Board of Animal Health's Proposed Budget 
FY23 Expenses in the Budget Planning & Analysis System (BPAS)--$6,614,000
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Salaries and Fringe: $4,238,000

Contracted Vendors: $1,172,000

Information Technology: $570,000

Travel: $186,000

Rental Space: $248,000

All Other Expenses: $200,000



Thank you!

Dr. Beth Thompson

beth.thompson@state.mn.us

651-201-6844
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