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March 14, 2017 

Dear Representative Schomacker, 

I am writing in support of HF 1712, which will be heard in the Health and Human Services Reform 

Committee. HF 1712 will expand access for many needy patients and improve dental services to these 

communities. 

Community Dental Care is a nonprofit community clinic that provides general dental services primarily 

to low-income and minority patients. Our mission/vision is to ensure equal access to quality dental care, 

and preventive education for these communities—and collaborative dental hygiene practice has been 

an important tool in realizing this vision. Community Dental Care employs several collaborative practice 

dental hygienists and dental assistants who work together provide oral health education, dental 

screening, and preventive dental services in non-traditional settings (such as schools and other 

community sites). These dental professionals play a vital role in combating dental caries in children and 

improving oral health within high risk communities—and they do so in an efficient and affordable way. 

HF1712 will increase access to preventive dental services by allowing many hygienists to utilize 

collaborative agreements that will benefit patients in need. 

Dental decay is the most common childhood disease of childhood —and it not only affects oral health! It 

has a significant impact on social and intellectual development, as well as general health! School and 

community based prevention programs utilize the expertise of Collaborative practice dental hygienists 

and dental assistants to provide the education and services needed to help stamp out dental disease. 

We see the value in this expansion of services and would like to ask for your, and the committee's, 

support in passing HF 1712. This initiative will help us make strides toward keeping Minnesota's children 

healthy and cavity free! Thank you for your wise leadership. 

Vacharee Peterson 

Chief Executive Officer 
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